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opinion on (bis important question ! The people look< to the farai1y
physician, and quitc propcrly trust to bis judgment and advice, in ail
matters relating to heaith. Truc, lie may not often bc consulted Nvith
regard to -such miatters, but hiow oftcn is hoe made thc silent ;vitness of
alliances wvhicli lie knowvs are, to say the lcast, tinsafc. Il the full Sig-
nificance, and grave responsi bilitLies, involved by a marriage iii -which in
the anccstry of cither of the contracting parties there xvas insa-n*-ty, werc
properly explained, botiî parents and children could soon be tauglht the
gravely prejudiciai nature of such a procedure. \Vec can do a great deal
(o create a proper public sentiment in regard to this matter. No coercive
measure enacted by any Legislature would probably bc rcspected 0or

obeyed. The public rnust first be inteiligently instructed as to the dan-
gers invoived, and when thus tauglit they xvili surely compreliend the
importance of the subject.

I xvould flot ventuire to assert that ail persons xvith such defects in
thecir family histories should bc condemined to, celibacy. It is fairiy safe
to, make an estirnate of the probability or improbabiiity of a particular
individual of such a lino of descent transmitting .o bis offspring the
special defect which has appeared in bis ancestry. Much may depend
upon the intensity of the predisposition, tAie frequency of its appearance,
and the relative proportions betxveen damaged and vigorous branches.
On the other hia, .d, 1 tiiink, (bore are instances xvhere marriage is not ad-
visabie under any circumnstances. For example, xvhere experience lias
shown that in that particular family the defect so dominates and stamps
itself upon the here.ditary tissue that it cannot be miade safe. I feel sure,
(00, in asserting that this absolute restriction applies to a small propor-
tion of the cases ' in xvhich i nsanity lias appeared in the famiiy lii-:tory, and
that in the larger proportion the defective numbers hax been reiatively
few. There is, -therefore, room for discrimination, and here tlie family
physician may render invaluable aid. Ho xviii be comparativeiy safe in'

offering no obiection where tb1ý particular individual is of strong and vig-
orous development, xvell balanced, and if the alliance is xvith a lino wbicbi
xviii tend to anta.j:i"<e sucb a defect rather (ban to encourage it. But
if thez'e is evidonce of physical or mental xvcakncss, of instability or

eccentricity, or if there is reliable trace of such defects in the fanily bis-
tory, the prudent counsellor xvili not only xvithhiold bis sanction, but do
ail in bis powver to discourage such a contempiated union.

However succcssfui the effort to guard against the alliance of persons
baving their ancestry taintod by mental disease, children xviii continue
to be born handicapped by this unfortunate predisposition. E ven xvhere
such defect bas not been knoxvn in the ancestry, it may arise f rom acci-
dent, or.it may be the fruit of the individual elements, eithcr of xvbicli
in itself or in other combinations xvould be safe, but which plus the eie-
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