
rfi,( Association promises to be an inil :ential organization. Many
of the hospitalN iii the Province have joined it, and also inany of the
tritstees and others iuterested in hospital work have become menibers.
The objects of the Association are to procure increased. Governinent aid
for the maintenance of indigent patients in the public hospitals oif
Ontario , to take steps to secure a proper amounit of county and civic
aid, and to proimote, by inutual suggestion and discussion, the interest's
of hospital work tioughout the Province.

Tlia above objects are of a most praiseworthy character. Tiiere is
grood work, ani pdenty of it, to dIo along the above lint s It is only too
truc t hat iany municipalities make but scant provision for their desti-
tute poor. Thlere is a strong( desire, in many places, to unload the
commnon duLY, in this respect. on tu the gencrosîty of the in-lividuals
who tai<e an intercst in the needy suflerer.

There are sonie persons who imipose upon hospitals. They are
hiospital inhiabitants They go fromn one hospital to another, sceking
shelter and attendance. Soniething inay be done b ' the Association to
rid thie hospitals of the expense of earing for such inmpostei-s:. Whien
once dctected, t1hey should be wvatched.

T fhe Association inighit also dIo a gyood service for the inedical pro-
fession by putting an end to the abuze, now prevahvnt, whei-eby a person
of ineans takes a bcd in a public waîrd and dlaims f ree medical and
surgicai attendance. T[o save expense lie takes the che2.pest accommno-
dation, and pays the doctor nothing. In ail case where the patient is
not admitted under an order from the miunicipality m~ a pauper,he should
be r2quireil to pay for bis medical attendance. This should apply also
to persons placed in a hospital by societies and corporations. The~
grovei'niing bodies would do %vell to apply the rule of frce attendance only
to certified charity cases. They would onIv be doing justly by their
miedical staff to, exempt the latter froni giving, frce attcndance simply
because the lierson or his f riends chose a public'ward. It is to be hoped
that this abuse wiIl soon cease. Hospitals should not do anything that
wvou1d (leprive the inedical profe-ssion of its legitimate fees. In this
regard there should he perfect accord between the gov-crning bodies of
the hospitals and the inembers of the profession.

In ail cases whcre patients pay for their maintenance in a hospital
they should. he frce tu select their own medical attendant. Such ni..dical
attendlant %vouiId be required, however, to observe the rmies of the
hospital.
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