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sacter or profession, nor have paid much respect to our pqtiexits. - Several soldiera who
had sought an adjoining pit with an officer were slain.”

The life of Larrey was frequently exposed to the most eminent hamrde upon the ﬁeld
of battle. At Waterloo, he was taken prxsoner, und wad on the point of being shot, after
havmg been robbed of his watch and purse, when e wag recogmsed bya Pmssxan sSur-
geon, and his life saved.

We wish, moreover, to remind the officers of the executive depattment of the amy,
that while there are many points of antagonism between their duties and those of the
medical department, there are also some points of pnrallehsm, and such as ought to sug-
gest a sympathy and fraternity of feeling. If bravery is a quality of excellence in those
who call themselves the ¢ fighting men,” when have medical men,'either i or oixt. of the
army, shown themselves cowards? Napoleon always called his medical oﬁicers “my
brave surgeons ;” and we believe that no clasgis less amenable to the charge of coward~
ice than medical men generally. They are trained in a Spartan school, under, if we may
80 term it, a law of ethics which allows no man to turn his back upon danger. What
ever may be the peril, they are expected to go wherever their services are needed. They
make no great ado about it; nor are their names often mentioned in the official reperts ;
and still less often are they breveted for soldierlike conduct ; yet they go, wherever they
are called, quitely about their business, alone or in small detachments, in. rain and in
anow, by night avd by day, on the march and on the bivouac, through watchfulness,
and fastings, and fatigue, into the midst of malaria, contagion, and battle.

We challenge any man to-day to point us to an educated physician .who hé.s,ﬂed at
the approach of pestilence, or who has hesitated to cnter the trenches, or to face the
batteries, if repuired to do so, in the performance of his legitimate duties, Even when
the strict letter of his instructions forbade his exposure, the medical officer has seldom
been backward to accept any duty which the exxgency seemed to xmpose upon him.

The conclusion of this intercsting lecture is occupied in the consideration of
the authority which should be vested in the Army Medical Corps. There can
be no question that the Medical officers of an_army should exercise a complete
control over their own department. To what extent this .is permitted nOW in
the British army, we are not able to say, but during the Crimean War, if our-
memory serves us rightly, such was the subordination of the Medical depart-
ment of our army, that although the necessary medicines were known to be in
store and on land, and although our sick troops were perishing, the red tapelsm
which prevailed permltted them to remain where they were until Florence
Nightingale broke through the.routine and the door together. . There can be no
doubt that everything connected withthe Medical department of the army should
be vested in that department exclusively, and withit no interference “whatever
ghould be permitted. - The author’s remarks upon this subject are so' apposite,
* and the systems of the French and English armies in this respect so well con-
tracted that we take the opportunity of quoting the followmv observations :

We conclude ‘then, that ‘to the medical officers ought to be intrusted the complete
control of the medlcal aepartment, because upon the preservation of the health of ‘the
troops depends in & great meagure the success of every expedmon because ‘no ‘others
than medical men are, by their education nnd habits, qualified to perform this duty ; be-
cause 1o one else is competent to declde upon ‘the; .proper location of ahospltal, its con-
struchon, ventilation, or general armngement no one else can detcrmme what is ne-
cessary for the sick, in the way of diet, ~clothmg, medicines, ete. ; 1o, ‘oné else knows
when rooms are overcrowded and ‘are in danger of becommg pestﬂent 3 ;
pa.tlents can be removed with saféty. In short, because ofﬁcers of the. exe utwe d&-




