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REVIEW DEPARTMENT.

ART. XVIIT—.—T%c Ear in Health and Discase. By Wirrtam ITARVEY,
PR C. S

In a former number of this Jonrnal we introdueed to the notice of onr readers,
the valuable practieal treatise of Mr. Toyubee, and now wo have the pleasure of
directing attention to that of Mr., Ifarvey, and perhaps we shall do wore to
show the merits of tho work by a few extracts than by indulging in any culo-
glums of our own.

Mr. Harvey's treatise is a small and cheap work, but o very useful one.
Bach subject is discussed in a suceinet manner and the treatment recommended
is highly judicions.  Weo shall quote from the chapler on Discases of the
Meatus Externus, “ Mode of Evamination. In order to understand the morbid
condition of tho Meatus Hxternus, it is necessary that the practitioner should fa-
miliarize himself with its appearance in health, It will have been seen that the
canal is by no meuns straight, and therefore, in order to its effectual exmuination
a speculum is obviously necessary; and the knowledge which the practitioner
will aequire of the morbid appoarances of the auditory canal will mueh depend
upon the kind of speculum which he employs,” p. 51.

The uuthor recommends a bivalved instrument, “with a disc of nt least ono
inch and a half in diametor and the other ¢xtremity small enough when closed
to enter a meatus very much contracted from discase or any other enuse.”

“Iu using the instrument it must be recollected that the caual is divided
into two distinet portions, the external being eartilaginons and therefore clastic,
and the internal osscous and therefore undilatable.”  The great crror wade
by somo instrument makers is owing to their ignorance of thix auatomical
point.  Wo ourselves proosured an Iar speculum from a famous instrument
maker in London, many years ago, and found it was made of three blades which
could be opened by a serew in the same manner, and upon the same prineiple as
the threo bladed anal or vaginal speoulum. Need we say it has lain in a drawer
ever since. Having introduced the speculum, the light being favorable, the
surgeon should next look for the ¢ ceruminous cirele,’ consisting of a cirele of
fino hur covered in health by o sort of glutinous dew. This is the cerumen,
which should be of a ycllowxsh brown golom‘ and of tho consistenee of honey ;
of great tonacity, but varying in this respeet aceording to the healthy or disensed
condition of the organ, exposure to the atmosphere, and the age of the indivi-
dual.”

¢ The presence of this ecruminous oirelo is diagnostic of n healthy condition
of the meatus externus; if deafness coexist with a normnal condition of this
cirele, the probability is, that the cause will be found clsewhere, and probably
in the middle car, from somo disordered condition of the parts about the fauces,
On the other hand, if the eerumen instead of being arranged in a eirale, bo dis-
tributed in patches, or instead of being of tho consistence and appearance of
honey, be dried and sealy, then, in cither ocase, it is to be presumed that the



