
102 BRITISII AMERICAN JOURNAL.

REVIEW DEPARTIMENT.

ART. XVIII-.-Tie Earr in Halth and Disease. By WILLIAM 1fHARVIY,
F. IL C. S.

lin a former numîber of this Journal we itroducd to the notice of our readers,
the valuable practical treatise of Mr. Toynbee, and now wo have the pleasure of
directing attention to thlat of Mr. Ilarvey, and perlhaîps we slall do more to
show tho mnerits of the work by a few extracts than by indulginîg in auy culo-
gimns of our own.

Mr. Hltarvey's treatise is a simiall and chcap work, but a very useful one.
Each subject is disCssCd in a succinct mnînner and tho treatiment recontnnecnded
is higlhly judicious. We shall quote fron i the chapter on Discases or the
Meatus Externus, " Mode of Exam iation. In order to understand the inorbid
condition of the Meatus Externus, i ssary that elic practitioner should fà-
miiliarize hinmsclf witLh its appearance in lealth. It will have buen scen tit the
canal is by io menus straight, and therefore, in order to its efletual eximiinatioii
a speculum is obviously nîecessary; aud te knowledge which the practitioner
ivill acquire of the mnorbid apparaiices of tlic auditory caînd will inuch depend
upon the kind of speenlumîî which li emnploys," p. 51.

The author recommnends a bivalvcd instrument, "l withi a dise of at least one
inch and a half in dituncter and flie otier cxtremnity snall enough whc closed
to enter a mneatus very mucht contracted froi disease or any other cause."

" In using the instrunciit it nust be recollectcd tliat the canal is divided
into two distinct portions, the external being eartilaginous and therefore clastic
and the internal osseous and tlereforc undilatabe." The great error imade
by sote inistrumîtcnt m:akers is owing to their ignorance of tlis anatoinical
point. We ourselves procured at Ear spectlumît front a famous instrument

maker in London, nany years ago, and fouid it was imade of thtrce blades whichi
could be opcned by a screw in tlic sane manner, and upon the sanie principle as
the three bladed anal or vaginîal specului. Need we say it lias lain in a drawer
ever since. Havmg introduced the speculum, the light being iavorable, the
surgeon should next look for the ' eeriuniîîous circle,' consisting cf a circle of
fine hairs, covered in hicalth by a sort of glutinous dcv. This is the ceruien,
which should be of a yellowish brown colour, and of the consistcnce of loney
of great tenacity, but varying in this respect according to the hiealthy er diseascd
condition of the organ, exposure to the atmosphere, and the age of the indivi-
dual."

Tlie presence of this ceruminous cirele is diagnostic o a healthy condition
of the meatus externus; if deafness eeexist with a normal condition of this
circle, the probability is, that the cause will be found elsewlere, and probably
in the middle ear, front soeut disordered condition of the parts about the fames.
On the other haud, if the cerunen instead of being arranmged in a circle, be dis-
tributed in pateles, or instead of being of the consistence and appearance of
honcy, be dried and sealy, then, in citier case, it is to be presumed that the


