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connected with the probable origin of the diseascs which they are
called upen to treat. ... ., LT

Owing cither to the confusion and, at times, obliquity of mind
f;roduccdeby: the discase, or to coosiderations of false delicacy
and shame, the truth is not always directly reached on these oc.
casions ;. and hence the neeessity, on the part of the, physician,
of a careful and minute investigation inlo both the physical and
moral state of Jus patient. . ‘

A physician in attendance on « case shonld avoid expensive
eomplications ani tedious ceremonials, as being beneath the dig-
nity. -ofi tre ecience and embarrassing to the patient and his
family, whose troubles are already greal.

- In their intercourse with each other, physicians will best con.
sult and secure their own sellirespect and consideration from so-
cietv in gencral, by a uniform courtesy and high.minded ennduoct
towards their professional brethren.  I'he confidence in his intel.
lectoal and morad worth, which each member of the profession is
ambitious of obtaining for himself among his assccistes, ought to
make nm willing to.place the same confidence in the worth of
others. ' . o " A

. Veracity, so requisile in all the rclations of life, is a jewel of
incstimable value in medicul deseription and narrative, thie lustre
of ‘which ought never to be taisted for a moment, by cven the
breath of suspicion. Physicians are peculiarly enjoined, by cvery
eonsideration of honour and of conscientious regard for the health
and lives of) their fcllow-beings, not to advance any statement. un-
supported hy:positive facts, nor to hazard an opinien or hypothesis
that .is, not - the result of deliberate inguiry into all the data and
bearings of, which the subject is capable. ‘ ‘

Hasty gencralization, paradot and fanciful conjectures, repu.
diated’ at all times by svund lsgric, are open to the severest repre.
hiension on .the still higher grounds of humanity and morals,
Their. tendency and- practical operation cannot fuil to be eminently
mischicvous, .. . L C L

+: Among medical men associated togethier for the performance of
. professional duties in public institutions, such as Mecdical Colleges,
Hospitals and Dispensarics, there onght to cxist, not only hannn.
nious intercourse, but. also a general harmony in docirine and
Jpractice ; so-that neither students nor patients shall be perplexed,
‘nor the. medical community mortifizd by contradictory, views of
«the-theory of disease, if nol of the meansof curing it.
wiThe nght-of: free inquiry, common ta all, does 1t imply the
ulterance of crude hypothesce, the use of fizurative language, a
‘straining after novclty for novelty’s sshe, and the invelution of
‘old.truths, for temporary effect aud popularity, by medical writers
and teachers. - If, therefore, they. who are engaged in a common
-cause, and for, the furtherance of a common oh‘icct, could make
.an-offering of the extreme, the doubtful, and the rcdundant, at
the shrine of philosophical truth, the gencral harmony in medical
teaching, now desired, would be of casy attainment,
w41t is not enough, however, that the members of the medical
“profession be zealons, well informed and self.denying, unless the
"‘sacial principle be cultivated by their seeking (requent intercourse
“with cach -other, und cultivating, reciprocally, friendly habits of
“deting in’ common, : .

By union alone can medical men hope to sustain the dignity

-and extend the usefulness of their profession, Among the chief
“means to bring about-this desirable cnd, are frequunt social meet-
"ings*and regularly organized societies ; a part of whose beneficial
‘“operation would be,an agrecment on a suitablo standard of medi.
“eal education, and a tode of medical ethics, )
¥ "Greatly iiicreased influsn- e, for the entire body of tie profes.
“ion, will be acquired by a union for the purposes of common be.
ncfit and ‘the” general good ; while to its members, individually,
*will be insured a more pleasant and harsonions inlercourse, one
~with another; and an avoidance.of many heartburnings and jea-
lousice, which originate in misconception, through mistepresenta-
“tion,on'the part of individnals in general society, of cach other's
- disposition, motives, and conduct. ' . - ;
In vain will physicians appeal to the intelligence and clevated
:feelings of the members of other professions, and of the betler
“part of socicty.in general, unless they be true to themselves, by a
-close adhercnge to. their duties, and by firmly _\'c‘t‘pu)dl y insisting
:on-their rights; and this, not with a glimmering perception and
rfaint avowal, but, rather with o full understarding and firm con.
viction, .y . I B :

LU e o o
~Impressed with the nobleness o _Vocation, as_trustees of

‘alsy terid 1o preserve, the confidence of the patieat,” B

scicnce and almoners of .bepevalence -and charity, physicians
should nse unceasing vigilauce lo prevent the introduction into
their body of those who havs not been prepared by, 2. suitatly
preparatory moral and intellectual training.. ™ UL

No youth ought to be sllowed to study medicine; whose capa.
city, good conduct, and elementary knagwledge are not equal, at
least, to the common sfandard of acadeinical requircments, .

iIuman life and human happiness must not be endangered by
the incompetency of pregumptuous pretenders.  The greater the
inherent difficulties of medicine, as a science, and . the more nu-
merous the complications that embarrass in its practice, the more -
neeessary is it that there should be minds of a Inigh order and
thorough cultivation, to unravel its mysteries and w deduce seicn.
tifie order from apparently cmpirical confusion. . C

We are under the sfrongest cthical obligations to preserve the
character whieh has boen awarded, by the most learned men and
best judges of human nature, to the mombers of the medical pro-
fession, for general and extensive knowledge, great liberality and
dignity of sentimen!, and proempt effusions of beacficence.

In order thut we may continue to merit these praises, every
physician, within the circle of his acquaintance, should impress
both fathers and sons with the range and variety of medical stady,
and with the neccessity of those who desire to engage in it, pos-
scssing, not only good preliminary knowledge, but, likewice, some
habits of regular and systematic thinking. . . .

If ablo teachers and writers, and profound inquirers, be still
cailed for tn expound medical scicnee, and tw extend ita- domain
of practical application und uscfulness, they cannot be procured
hy intuitive cffort on their own parf, nor by the exercise of the
eleetive suffrage on th e pait of others, "Fhey most be the pro-
duet of a regular and cumprehensive system,—members of a
large class, from the great bogy of which they only difier by the
force of fortuitops circumstances, that gives them temporary van.
tage ground for the display of qualities and siainments common
to their brethren. o ;
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Cide of Medical Lthics, adnpted by the Nutional Hedical
Counvention, held at Philadelphio, in day,18347.—Chapter 1.—of
the duties of Physicians to their patients and:of the elligntions

of putients to thesr Physiciuns,

1. Daties of Physiciansto their Pétients.—~A Physician should
not only be ever ready to obay’ the ealls of the sick, but his ‘mind
ought alsn to be imbued with the greatness of his mission, and the
responsibility be habitually incurs in ifs’ discharge. , Those obli-
gatious are the more decp and enduring, because there'is no tri.
bunal other than his own conscicnce, to @djudge penalties for
carclessness or neglect.  Physiciins should, therefore, minister to
the sick with due impressions of the importance of their office ;
reflecting that the ease, the health, and the lives 'of those com.
mitted to their charge, depend on their skill, attention and fidelity.
They should study, also, in their deportment, so to unite tender-
ness with firmness, and condescension with authority, as to'inspire
the minds of their patients with gratitude, respect and confidence.

2. Every case committed-to the charge ol a physician should
be treated with attention, steadiness and humanity,” 'Reasonable
indulgence should be granted to the ental imbecility and eaprices
of the sick. Secrecy and delicacy, when required- by peculiar
circumstances, should be strietly observed s and the familar and
confidential intercourse to which physicians are admitted in their
professional visits, should be used with. diseret:on, and with the
most scrupulous regard to fidelity and, honour.” | The obligution
of secrecy extends beyand the perind of prafessional servides ;—none -
of the privacies of persunal and domestic Tife, no infirmity of dis.
position or flaw of character observed daring professional atiend.
ance, should ever be divalzed by him except wlien, he is impere-
tively requircd to do so.  The force'arid necessity of this obligation
are indeed so great, that professional men haye, under certain cir-
cumstances, been protected in their obsérvince of secrecy, by
coutts of justice. . G
" 3. Frequent visis to the sick are in general requisite, since they
enable the physician to arrive’at a more perfect knowledge of tho
disease,~ to mect promptly every change which xhay‘”o;ccur, and
] " Bat unnceces-
sary’ visitg are’ to” be avoided, as they give uscléds anxicty to'the
patient, tend to diminish the authority*of the pliysician, and ren
der him liable to be suspected of interestéd tgotivea, ™+ .




