
Periscope.-Deiriumr Tremnens. 183

must give it imder ail circumnstances of deîanzement of other
functions. Of the quantity rdquired, it is quité impossibe
fo lay dowi any rtd. No two cases will have exactly the
same amount of depression of circulating energv ; no two
cases will require precisely the saine amount of, wine. In
some cases, four to six ounces are enough for a few days,
in contiriuance, to restore the. circulation to sufficient tone,
in other cases it requires as much as one ounce of wine
every hour, or 24 ounces in 24 hours ; and even in addition
to this, as much as eight ounces of brandy: and all this
barely sufdicient to preserve the circulation from siik-
ing.

We nust never abandon a case of fever, as long as there
is life ; we nust retember vhat the post mortem of the
case of Rodmond tells us, that in its present form there
is no structural disease ; that the patient, even in the
dying moment, is sinking from a mere lesion of function,
and that éven then, îecoverv is not hopeless ; and we mnust
recollect what clinical observation of several cases even
now under our own observation in the hospital tells us, that
the patient one. day, iii a state seemingly noribund,- may
on next day, or within twenty-four hours, be out of danger.
it wil! not'unfrequeritly happen, that even the power of
sivallowing is lost for several hours ; that a smnall portion of
brandy or wvine can only be got down by raising the patient
in bed, throwng spoonfuls of brandy-into the pharynx, and
then holding up the patient's head until it descends to the
stomach, apparently almost by its gravity. Even thus il
îometimes cannot be passed along to the stomach, but even
tIen w'e cau stimulate the circulatinz system by injections
and in some cases vhich you have seen, I arm confident the,
preservation of life has been owing to ther, given in the
form of injection every two lours, in quantities of two
drachms, until under its stiniulating eifect the circulation
gained some vigour, and the polver of swallowing re-
turned.

With the saine object of stimulating thie capillary circula-
tiori, blis ers are applied in'succession over the surface. The
nurse is supplied with four or six snal blistes ; one after
another is'applied, with intervals of six hours between them,
over chest, abdomen, thighs, and legs., They are thus ap-
plied, not ascounter-irritants, not to act as derivatives on
internai structural disease, but as stimulants to excite the
capillary system. An action produced in any jrt of it, will
b conveyed ihronlh the whole, and thus their action an
the skia coincides Owith and assists the action ofthe internaI
stimulus of wine, an:nonia, and brandy.-Dublin Hospilal
Gazette.

DELIR IUM- TREME1N S.

Py Dr. Conbcx, Physician to the Whitwoith and Hard-
wick Hospitals.

[In a clinical lecture delivered by Dr. Corrigan, some
very valuable remarks' are made an the different kinds of
delirium tremens, and their treatment ; in speaking of what
s' generally considered the'asthenic form ofbthis disease, he
observes,.

'A man comes under treatment, not alter a few days' il!-
ness, but for a considerable tine he has been subject in the
nirning to symptoms similar ta those that ' follow the ex-
hibition of farge doses of opi urn, or of stimulants-symptoms;
infact, resembhling collapse.

Iis stomach is sick in the morninr, the skin is clammy,
and he is unable to collect his :mind'for any purposeuntil
the accustomed timulus is Tenewed. ln this way lie con-
mtues for an uncertain period~af time, till at length vomit-

mngsets luher can no longer drink, and nowthc state of
collapse, or nervous irritation, sucb as precedes an· attack
of:acute disease, comes'on, and obliges te patient to seek
dvlce.J He cannat sleep ; image' <f, variois' kinds fioat

before the eyes ; his stomach is sick ; pulse quic4 and
weak ; skin cold and camrny-a set of symptoms constitut-
ing, as I have said, a state of collapse consequent ori bhc
cessation of' long-continued stimulants. Your patient is
altogether in a condition in which death may occur at any
moment, so that the prognosis here is extremely uncertain.

In these cases it is necessary to give stimulants and
opium ; tite opium, yoi are to remember, is given ta allay
irritation,'and the stimulants in order ta bear up the system'.
Cold douching and a variety ofother.remedies may be used;
but upon them it is not niecessary to dwel, as they are suf-
ñciently noticed in every book you meet with. There is
one particular symptom observed, usually I think about the
second or third day, and one which is never absent ; I allude
to the tremulous motion of the fibres of the tongue, not of
the wthole body of the organ, but of a sort of independent

i motion of individual fibres here and there. The same thing
is seen in tbe orbicularis muscle of the mouth. These signs
are suflicient ta lead us to a knowledge of the previous
history, though the patient himselfshould deny the circum-
stances. It often happens that the patient has received a
wound in some way ; for instance, thrustinîg his hand through
a pane of glass. Now, if, while you are giving the opium,
you watch the appearance ofsuch a wound, and find iat,
instead of secreting the natural' purulent discharges, the
edges are reverted and red, with the surface dry, yon may
be assured your patient will not recover ; for these indica-
tions, like those of the tongue, only being more certain, are
evidences that the nutritive function is arrested, and life
cannot ]ong continue when thait function is impaired ta a
great extent. Such, then, is a sketch of the more' frequent
fori of the èisease.

The next variety gets a siniilar name-delirium tremens
-but w2 should carefully mark the distinctions between
this and te first desciibed variety, or a fatal mistake may-
lie maue. S And liere I should observe, that it is the fact of
thus erroneously describing under one name varieties in
this disease, which lias given rise to such a contrariety of
opinions-respecting the mode of trentment, &c., pîroper ta
be adopted in lt. Dr. Lendrick, a man of great observation,
first showed that the ordinary treatument;, as -opium and
stimulants, would not do here, and that bleeding should be
had recourse ta. I believe, theni, that two very different
conditions ai disease have been confounded under the same
naine ; so you are not always to suppose, when yotu have
got hiold of a name, that you have, by any means, got hold
of the disease.

The case 1 am now about to describe mnay be called sthenic
delirium tremens. A mai has beeni drinkinîg for two, three,
or four days, and is in a condition very different fron the
person who bas been a long time accurstomed ta stimulants
there is in this mai a state of irritation of the brain and
nervous system only in a very trifling dearee removed fron
actual plrenitis, and were you ta give opium in such a case,
it wouild act, not as' a sedative, but as a continued stimulant,
and you would thus:he keeping up, lie diseased condition
into whici the patient had plunged hiiself. 'Remember,
then, that this is a mild case, there being a certain ïamiount
of irritation, but a strong approach ta positive inflammatiopn.
Gastritis is a commo.naccompaniment of this fori of delirium
tremens, at least a state, like that iof te brain, of approach-
ing inflammation of the stomach, marked, as I haveaid, by
some'symptoms of nervous irritation, but nothing like the
collapse of the former case. During the period of a general
election, cases of hie sthenic kinîd are freqpuently met with
for instance, a man f p'reviousabstemions habits spends two
or-three successive nights-drinking ardent spitits, 'and pre-
sents himself witi the symptoms 1 have' sketclied for you.

In thisi the sthenic forai of the disease, ihen, do not give
opium ; appileeches ta the epigasrium, and tO the head,
as also cold lotions; thiese, withrest and small doses oU
mercury, are y our chief retiedies. "ven you 'have ta


