
ASSINIB3OINE AND SASKA.TCEIEWAN INDjIANS.

ishinent, were revealed. the huge proportions of Short-stick's3 fourtb,
youngest and besh wife. She sbook a mass of hair from ber head
axid joined ini the laugliter nt my discomfiture. Other Indians hea'ring
the noise came in, and Short-stick, 'wit.h tears in bis eyes, told bis
friends bow Ilthe 'white stranger hadl sat upon bis best wife, tbinkiug
she was a pile of robes, and howv she tossed bim into the middle of the
tent like a buffalo bull pitehing a colt."

As I passed near the door of the tent belonging to Short-stick's
eldest son, who accompanied me, a young squaw outside iras leuning
upon Sticks, evidently in great trouble ana wieepixig bitterly; the
moment she saw us she bobbled into the tent with, a low cry of pain
and closed the entrance. 1 asked the interpreter w'bat; this meant.
After some conversation with her husband, he said that the womxan
iras sufferixig from a beating be hadl given ber for a -violation of ber
faith during bis absence in the spring on a irai- excursion. I would
bave killed ber,"- muttered tbe busband, "lbut 1 tbougbt it a pity to
kili two at once. Bbc bad ber eboicewirether she would have lier bair,
bier nose or ber car eut off, or irbether she would bave a beating; she
chose irbat sbe bas got, anci I would bave killcd ber bad I not known
I should regret having killed both." It is needless to add tbat the
iroman soon cxpected to become a mother.

Iu order to uuderstaud the ebaracter and nature of' wild Indians,
tbey must be seen ini their tents wben ircîl supplic. 'with provisions,
anid disposed to be cheerful and merry. Inthe prairies, on borseback,
they are often quiet and watcbful, always on the look out, ana if
twexity or tbirty are in a band tbey generally manage to sec a suspîci-
ous objeet in the distance ut the same moment, so that a shmultaneous
note of exelamati;n is uttered by most or ail of the party. Iu hunting
the buffalo tbey are wild with excitement, but no scene or incident
seems to bave such a maddening effeet upon tbem. as irben the buffalao
are suceessfully driven into a pouud. IUntil the berd is brougbt in by
the skilled hunters aIl is silence around the fexice of the pound, ecd
mani, womau aud cbild holding, withi peut up feelings, bis robe se as
to close evcry orifice tbroughwircl the tcrrified animaIs migbt endea-
vour te effeet an escape. .The herd once iu the po-,îd thc scene cf
diabolical butchery and excitemeut; begixis; mcen, women and ebildren
climb on tbe fence and sbooý tbèir arrows or thrust their spears at tbe
bewildercd buffalo, iîti shouts, seream-s and yells horrible to heur.
But irlien the youxig men, and even iomen jump into the arena


