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see a beautiful provision Prividence lias made for the perpetuity-of 'what we
look upon as an insignificant wasp. It lias ',een provided with instinct to
guide lier; indeed, it appears to me that shie bias a kind of understanding
that lier progeu)y are to be brouglit forth gradually, tiierefore she enly depesits
a single egg at a time, wvheil a lapse of a day or more occurs between each,
whiclî is no doubt caused in order that lier labor in thec collecting of food (for
they are ravezieus eaters in their larval state) may be brouglit about with
greater fâcility, or, correctly speaking, ttîat the time for precuring food and
watching the nest will be equally divided. She is tiierefore only compelled
to feed two at a tîmie; and by the period of the issue of larvaè "rom. advanced
eggs, the first two have ceased to feed and are no more trouble to lier, as they
are prepared te spin cocooiîs to enclose themselves, in their celîs te undergo
the tlîird stage of their life. The parent wasp lias also the accurarcy and
knowled'ge of a bird in reg(,ard to the locality of its nest; iudeed, the attacli-
ment is as great, aud whih is net abandoned uintil it is de-Sertedi by lier progeny
to coxîstruct the second. 1 have hiad the pleasure of watching the formation
of the parent iuests of V7esiPG 2nacudata and geqrmiantic frein the time they were
comîneîîced uint-il completion, and I now record a difference iii their mode of
working from the European M' vulgaris or its American representative, i. e.,
tliat the pedicel aîîd the tier of celis arc the last portions of the work finishied.
In soîne rare examples, the muiier dome aîîd part of the second exterior envelope
are net iully comp]eteà when tue pedicel aîîd ti6r of ceils is attached te the
roof; but tiiere may be a force of nature in these deviations from. the general
plan of architecture, which. I arn net I)repared to solve. Rirby says : "That
the COUluoli wasp ef Eurbpe (Vesjpa vulgaris, Linn.) enly partially completes
the demne befere the uipperînest tier of celis are begu-tn, and wheîî the first tier
is finished, the continuation of the roof or walls of the building is brouglit
dewu loecr; a new tier ef ceils ia erected, and this work successively preceeds
until the whele is fliied."ý-1ittrouictioz, te .Entomology, Vol. I., p. 504-.
The first anîd second nests of V. nuiwulata and geria-nice', with the exception
of the rare specimens before mentioned, are net fermed iu this manner, for all
those ivhiich1î have exaînined had their exterier cevering and the aperture fufly
forme1 before the first or second tiers of celis were commeiiced. In order. t.,
caufirm nîy fermer statement thiat the parent îîest is abandoned by the firat
issue of wasps, and that it is net cnlarged, as many people suppose, ene of these
little nests was found eccupying the full extent of a cavity in an old tree
stuinp. It contained a siugle tier of eighteen perfect celîs, which. T believe is
the maximum number of the parent nest. They are found .from, ene and a half
te, three inches in diameter, and contain from ene to four partitions or erivel-
epes. Tiiese distinctions may be attributcd te the bulk and stren-tlî of the
parent architet-fer 1 find a great dificrence in the size of hibernal females-
one fouïîd under bark of a tree at Quebee, on the 2Oth of May, measured seven-
eigL, ýs of an inch, and twe otlîers* which I feund under decayed leaves in the


