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.3, and one species from Antigua. l'le large nuniber froni Arctic Amierica
is.surprising, and would lead one to think that the nunibef given for the
more southern parts is flot correct. 'l'le Arctie species, however, are
peculiar to -that part of the continent, only three of theni being found in.
Hudson Bay Territory, and only one of themn coming as far south as
Canada. Many of the other species are also local, b;ut somie are fourid
over a-wide area. Thus virginiczu is found ail- over Canada and the
United States east of the Rock>' Mountains, v«.gansf froni Canada to thé
west; fen'idits, pennsylvan;icus and scPar-a/vs the sanie, and ler-narus, the
,only Arctic. species found i 'n Canada (according to Cresson), seenis to
extend also over the North-Eastern, -Mý-iddle and far Western States.
Britain possesses about 40 species.

The coruron name, Hiu ible Bec, is said to be derived froni 1-Juiniel
.or Hummer Bee, alluding to-thc noisenimade by the wings during flight. In
Scotland the largest species found there is called the Bunibee.

[n .North Anierica. the Humble Bce is the nearest approach ive have,
as far as ùndigenous Bees are concerncd, to the* Hive Bée. The latter (A.
rnd/iftca), however, has beconie naturalizcd on this continent in the forests
to a considerable degree beyond civilization, inaking its nests in hollow
trees, or arnong the branches, soxfietinies und&r Iedges or in c]efts of the
rocks. It is said not to have been found-.to the west of the Mississippi
before 1797, but in xl years it had advanced 6oo miles further in that
direction. I have neyer heàrd of the Honcy Bec becorning wild in
Canada, but it probably would if ncglectcd whcn swarming takes place.

To return, howevcr, to the Humble Becs. They do flot forai corn-
munities so large as Honcy Bees, seldoni more tlî?n twvo or threc hundred
occupying one nest, in, some specieà flot iiiore than fifty or -sixty. The
conimunity is dissolvd -on the approach of winter; the maies and workers
die: and only femnales have thc power of passiùig the wiritcr in a t'orpid
state, ýanong nîoss, in rotten wvood, or in sonie other situation wherc thcy
xnay e .njoy-ptotection froin frost and conceainient froni enemies-to per-
petuate the. race by founding ncw- comniunities in the ensuing springf.
Workers are chiefly produced ini tie earlier part of the ,scason, males and
perfect fernales in the latter part of it. The females are much less-prolific
than those of Honcy Becs, and seemingly as a kind of provision for this-
deprivation,. they, unlike the ?Honey Becs, live in the saine conînnnity
wvithoiit seeking to destroy one another, provided they belong to thc saine
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