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of the Christian Ministry is preaching.
Its great work, as we believe, is to
“ herald” the Gospel, thatis, ina pub-
lic and representative capacity to pro-
claim and apply the great truths of
revealed rehgion to the hearts and
consciences of men, in order that they
may both believe and obey them,
accept them as a matter of faith and
a rule of life.

This was the special function of the
prophetical office in Old Testament
times. The distinctive work of the
prophet was to speak for or in the
name of God—to communicate to men
for their belief and guidance what was
revealed to him by God. That is, the
prophet occupied the position and
discharged the functions of a herald ;
he wasin fact a preacher. Accord-
ingly we find such words as these
addressed to one occupying the pro-
phetical office, ‘ Arise, go unto Nine-
veh, and preach unto it the preaching
that I bid thee.” Prophets, indeed,
foretold future events, and occasion-
ally, with the apostles who followed
them, wrought miracles, but this part
of their work was quite secondary and
subordinute. Their highest and most
important function was to exhibit and
apply the truths which God communi-
cated to them.

InNew Testament times even great-
er prominence was given to preaching
in connection with the work of the
ministry.  When John the Baptist ap-
peared, he “came preaching.”  This
was his great work in preparing the
way for the Messiah. And when
Christ Himself began his public minis-
try He at once assumed as his specific
character, that of a preacher. At the
beginning of his work he significantly
applicd to Himself the prophetic
words, “ The Spirit of the Lord is
upon me, because He hathappointed
me to preach the Gospel to the poor.
He hath sent me to preach deliver-
ance to the captives, . . . . o preach
the acceptable ycar of the Iord”™
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Thus did Christ at the beginning an-
nounce Himself as a preacher, and
from that moment onwards He never
laid that character aside, for *from
that time Jesus began to preach.”

This also was the work for which the
apostles were chosen and solemnly
sct apart by Christ. ‘He ordained
twelve . . . . that He might send
them forth to preach.” The Seventy
were sent out to preach the King-
dom, and the last command received
by the apostles was, *“ Go ye into all
the world, and preach the Gospel.”
And in apostolic times, as we gather
from the Acts and the Epistles, preach-
ing was still regarded as the highest
and most essential function of the
ministerial office.  When disciples
were scattered abroad, they *went
everywhere preaching.” And Paul,
speaking as an inspired man, ranks
preaching above any other ministerial
duty, not even excepting the dispens-
ing of the sacraments, and declares it
to be his special work, saying, “Christ
sent me not to baptize but to preach
the Gospel.”

It seems clear then that the preach-
ing of the Word is the highest and
most important of the ministerial
functions. The Christian minister is
to be a preacher first and foremost, a.
herald, and if he fails here he but
poorly discharges the duties of his
office. He may do everything else—
dispense the sacraments, visit the sick,
carc for the poor, but if he is not u
preacher he comes very far short of
the scriptural idea of the Christian
minister. :

It is said time and again that one of
the pressing wants of the Church and
of the world is ministers. We would
add, herald-ministers—ministers spe-
cially qualified as preachers. It is by
faithful preaching that the great work
of the Church is to be done and the
world brought into subjection to
Itis by this means



