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out in that land by the sword of Mohammed and his successors, but the
Jimits imposed upon this article forbid anything more than a glance at
this part of the subject. For many centuries tne Arabs had ceased to be
amenace to Christianity and civilization. As the great missionaries of
Tslam they had spread their creed over nearly half the African Continent,
and the ever-advancing wave of Mohammedanism had begun even to
threaten the young Christian churches on the western coast.  Still it was
not until some time between 1880 and 1890 that Arabia itself, the cradle
and home of the race, seriously engaged the attention of the Church of
Christ. About that time, however, it became evident that the Spirit of
God was moving upon the hearts of His people, and that the yearnings of
His love were beginning to find expression in their prayers for the lost
sons of Ishmael. *‘ For some years,”” wrote an Amcrican minister in the
far West, ** T and my people have been praying for Arabia.”” More than
onc appeal went forth, pleading for the Arals. Interest was awakened.
0ld Dr. Lansing, of the American Mission in Egypt, who for over thirty
years had labored there, waiting fur the dawn of a brighter day for the
Moslem world, when one of these appeals fell into his hauds, was ail on
fire to start for Yemen. ‘I could scarcely keep him,” said his wife,
« from mounting his donkey and setting off at once.” Keith-Falcener
felt the same mighty impulse, left home aud country, and settled at Aden,
which for two short years became his mission field, and then his grave.
The mantle of the elder Lansing fell upon lis son, and he with a few othier
kindred spirits rose up at the Divine call and started the Arabian Mission,
which now occupies the three most important points on the castern side
of the peninsula. Aunother mission, afterward taken up by the Church
Missionary Society, was commenced at Kerak, on the mountains of Moab,
by a Methodist preacher, Mr, Lethaby and his wife ; and Dagdad, which
had already been occupicd by the same society, in connection with their
Persian Mission, now assumed new importance as a greal Arab city.
Finally the vencrable Bishop French, who, after some thirty years of mis-
sionary labor in India, could not, though feeble and breken, cease from
his loved employ, commenced work at Muscat, where shortly after, in a
lithe nook at the foot of the chiffs, where the waves have washed up just
saed enough to afford space for a few graves, he was laid to rest, conse-
cating the whole movement by his noble example of devotedness unto
death for the salvation of his fellow-men.

Thus six of the most important strategic positions arcand the great
pevinsula are now held for Chiist : these on the East Coast and at the
head of the Gulf, commanding the whole Ainferland of Central Arabia, by
the (American) Arabian Mission ; that at Aden by the Scotch Mission ;
and the two on the north by the Church Missionary Society. When we
remember that this has been accomplished in little more than ten years
since the attention of the Christian Church was first drawn to the subject,
incloding all the preliminary organizations at home and inquiries abroad,
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