
TIIY ]KINODOII COME.[ovme

The bearing of this study of the . kingdorn and the ages upon missions
is not only important, it is fundarnental, vital. To a truc disciple duty is
delight, and the one grand question is, Il What is my Mua.ter's wiil?11
Our great commission is a world's evangrelization, and its sphcre is this
present cvii age. Now, our cruciffixion -witli Christ, our fellowship with
IIim in travail ; the coming age is to bring our coronation wvith Christ, our
fellowship with llim in triumph. To the end of this age wc are to bc con-
tent at lis command to Ilgo into ail the, w'orid and preacli the Gospel to
every creature," lcaving ail results with iiiii, and flot caring to measure
success by superficial sigîls.

Nowv, the kingdoin is invisible, and cxtends its sway i the hearts of
disciples onc by one. Its conqucsts are in silcnce and sccrccy,, aud corne
flot Ilwith observaticen, " sounding no loud trnînpet as a signal for ad.
vance, sendîng no iniperial hierald to cry, " Lo, here !" 11Lo, tiiere P,
Somctimes its progre1ss is like -'iat of ocean tides, '%vichi risc toward a
higlier flood mark evcîî while thc waves seeni to recede toward a lower
level. An invisible Spirit .eads on, leavîng behind no track traceable by
the carnai cye. An uinseen Christ assures, "lLo, I amn with yoii alway,
even unto the end o' the g."Why cannot we be, satisfied to, do oit
duty, and grive up vain attcinpts to gaugre tlic kingrdom by mnan's xneasuriig
rod ? Tliough uncen, the kingdom is as divinely real, the Spirit as
divinely miglhty, the Master as divinely present, as thougli supernal spien.
dors sinote our cycs. To look for a worlds compicte conquest during this
present cvii age is t.- delude ourselves with a faisp hiope, unafirmcd in
prophetic promise, iviconfirmed by historic fiacts. After nearly twcnty
centuries "lthe offenc of the cross" lias flot ceased. Evil stili rules this
world, and Satan is StUR its god. Yet from ail nations the Bride of
Christ is surely being outgathered, thougli the race of mnan is still in re-
beflion ; and into oneQ temple of God thle "lliving Stones" are being bult,
though vast muasses of bed-rock lie dead in the quarries.

The Cliurch waits; for lier fulîl saivation, the worid for its truc trans-
formation, the wihole ection for its final redemption, until Hie cornes iwio
rnakceth "a ill things ne. LET US DO OUR DUTT IN MIIS MREENT' r.VIL

ÂGE, and the, kingdlor -will come now, so far and so fast as God ineans it
shail come, in Ihearts subdued and renewed by tlic Spii it. Tieon tlic King
wiIi return, and the I.ingrdomn -%viIi come in that grander sense aud on tint
grander scale that befit the gilory of lus newv advont and formai assuinption
of regai digrnities. And whien that finai age shall open, which is the apex
of. -thc timc-NyorId1s, ivhose eterual noon knows no shadow of sin or death,
thon the kinqdom wilZ have corne in spiendor, consummate, infinite, eternal.
On a new carth, archied by a nc'v heaven, God's name shail bc lallowed
and God's,%vill shial l'e done bv a redecrucd race of hurnanity, as now bc-
fore is throne the inteligence of checrubs and the affection of scraphs
blend in ccaselcss adoration and ecstatic obedience.
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