808 TIY KINGDOM COME. [November

The bearing of this study of the.kingdom and the ages upon missiong
is not only important, it is fundamental, vital. To a true disciple duty is
delight, and the one grand question is, ‘“ What is my Master's will
Our great commission is a world’s evangelization, and its sphere is this
present evil age, Now, our crucifixion with Christ, our fellowship with
Him in travail ; the coming age is to bring our coronation with Christ, our
fellowship with Him in triumph. To the end of this age we are to be con-
tent at His command to ““ go into all the world and preach the Gospel to
every creature,” leaving all results with Him, and not caring to measure
success by superficial signs.

Now, the kingdom is invisible, and extends its sway in the hearts of
disciples one by one. Its conquests are in silence and secrecy, and come
not ¢‘ with observaticn,’” sounding no loud trumpet as a signal for ad.
vance, sending no imperial herald to cry, ‘Lo, here !” ‘Lo, there !”
Sometimes its progress is like .lat of ocean tides, which rise toward a
higher flood mark even while the waves seem to recede toward a lower
level.  An invisible Spirit .eads on, leaving behind no track traceable by
the carnal eye. An unseen Christ assures, ‘“ Lo, I am with you alway,
even unto the end of the age.” Why cannot we be satisfied to do our
duty, and give up vain attempts to gauge the kingdom by man’s measuriig
rod? Though unceen, the kingdom is as divinely real, the Spirit as
divinely mighty, the Master as divinely present, as though supernal splen-
dors smote our eyes. To look for a world’s complete conquest during this
present evil age is to delude ourselves with a false hope, unafiirmed in
prophetic promise, wiconfirmed by historic facts. After nearly twenty
centuries ‘¢ the offence of the cross” has not ceased.  Evil still rules this
world, and Satan is still its god. Yet from all nations the Bride of
Christ is surely being outgathered, though the race of man is still in re-
bellion ; and into one temple of God the ¢‘ living stones” are being built,
though vast masses of bed-rock lie dead in the quarries.

The Church waits for her full salvation, the world for its truc trans-
formation, the whole ercation for its final redemption, until He comes who
maketh ¢ all things new.”” LET us DO OUR DUTY IN THIS PRESENT EVIL
AGE, and the kingdom will come now, so far and so fast as God meansit
shall come, in hearts subdued and renewed by the Spiiit. Then the King
will return, and the lingdom will come in that grander sense and on that
grander scale that Lefit the glory of His new advent and formal assumption
of regal dignities. And when that final age shall open, which is the apex
of. the time-worlds, whose eternal noon knows no shadow of sin or death,
then the kingdom will have come in splendor, consummate, infinite, cternal.
On a new earth, arched by a new heaven, God’s name shall be hallowed
and God’s will shall be done by a redeemed race of humanity, as now be-
fore His throne the intelligence of cherubs and the affection of scraphs
blend in ceaseless adoration and cestatic obedience.




