
ISLAM AND OTIRISTIAN MISSIONS. [U,

Let us pause for a moment in rcview and qnietly take the measuire
of this foc. Rumember that Islam in its origil alid iu its suligtquîÀt,
contact ivithi Christianity, was the spirit of reformnation inspirecd l
higli entliusiasm graspiug a great religious trathi auîd COntenidingfr
it iii the fzace of soul-degra,,diiig and soul destroyiiig idolatry. I -verily
believe, if youl ani I blil. lived in those times amidst the dark idolatîy
ofAritbia-n laild possessed the conviction and tie courae we wnul hase
sprung to tie bannier of Mohlammed, and wvould have beeil thrlill(.d
witIl the thloughlt that there wvas no God but God, and probably w
should hiave bei cautitivated with flie idea that Mohiamcid jva, j
leader sent of God. 'flic unity taîd supremacy of God is to-day thle
central truthi of thie Moslem's crecdl, iii the recognition of wiclî] Ilc
subdues lus seul auld prostrates lus body, and wifhl a feeling of p~ro.
fouid. conviction says "La ilali illa Uliali !" Remember agIlle
fiery eilergy of the Moslemn and the marvelous successes of his ZIMIS
and Ilis practical recognition of religions brothierhiood. Ilemnellîbcr,
againi, that hie lias nleyer «been fanîliar wviflu ainythinug but a corrîîpt aad,
scandalous Cbiristianity. Remcnîber Mie cb)arr.n and power of tiat liiiý-
toric personaiity of the Prophiet of Islam. Remember iLs oifer of
immediate access te Giud and a f-ee and exclusive salvation te ail lovai
affhercnts. Rerneniber iLs liberal margini for hurnaix faults .adr-
sionls anîd the fact tduit it lays io violent liands iupoïu suiis of the leell.
IRemeniber the Paraidise it pictures to flic scnsitous Oriental in:agira.
tien. Remnîeîber that At mak-es its issue Nwitl Cliristiaiiitv an(l pits-
forward its -w':.uîmptioenS vf sîîperiority just nt those Points 1w2el- hIe
iveak aud fuiite rezisun of max is most iuxlined f0 falter ai Vicie
and wlîerc Cbristianiity advances t. xtlis whichi oiiy a Groi-taui']t f.Ihlî
can receive and grrasp, and ivhiicbi bave always breiî attacked wilu equal
vellemence by liumaul plîilosophy and rationabestic criticism. lielnwrn.1
ber, xnercovcr, fluat Islam bias always regardcd Clîristi-anity as eowed
and defeaitud, and tliut Refornîed CIlristianiity, ifbt its spiritual cp
onls atid its rescurces of grace a-ad ifs becavenly alliancvs, las ilever
fairljy grappled witlî Moliamnivaanism, and that every ellvrgy of lioti
state and clînrelu NYil1 be ini array to prevent thec very ent ranee of Cliris-
tialiit'y iîîto the field, ai ivill beek f0 hold the Moslem worIl iintict 1,v
evcry reseurce of irrebponbible power. If -%v&bcar ir mind aise tliat lu
the Turkislî Empire at least every defection from the 'Mosh*înrauk is
looed upen ii flic saine liglît a5 a desertioîî from flhe army, ive rail

feiin ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~I snecuutinftu'ggaîific task and Mhe leroie o1',îctuit
(Ged( is prepariug ii flie near fu-tuire for Mhe (1iristian cclil. Chris-
tiaruity in lier historie cliildhlood ias calle'l 11poi fo coxîtenil witll dle
colewsl power of fhlic bciieî Riomian En.rire. Slie was victorious,
altlîougli lier resources were linuited and lier om'onent was, tn al] lu-
man judg ment, uinçoiqucrable. Let lier nat fin' lîowvi li er spledid
matunrty, witlu lier iniperial resources, l t-r b eavrinlv Leader, lier gracious
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