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DEVOTED TO TEMPERANCE, EDUCATION, AGRICULTURE & NEWS.

' PLEDGE?—‘:wd, the undersigned, do agree, that we will mot use Intoxica
Traffic in them; that we will not provide them as an article of Entertainment,
- ployments and that in all suitable ways we will discountenance their use thro
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ting Liquors as a Beverage, nor
nor for persons in our Em=
ughout the community.

MONTREAL, AUGUST 1, 1853.

[No. 15.

George Elton; or Town and Country.

. George Elton was born, educated, and served his appren-
ticeship in the small town ot Denbrock. When the temper-
n¢e movement reached that part of the country, he eagerly
embraced its principles, and became the type of a class,
Whose facuities it has drawn into exercise and rewarded by
their development.. He was for several years secretary of
‘the Denbrock Total Abstinence Society, a Sabbath school
teacher and (ract lender. In short, a person ready for any
“gdod work. An individual of his excellent character,
‘ahilities, and address, soon procured, in a large manufactur-
Mg town.in the neighbourhood, a much better situation than
Deabrock could offer to him. There George Elton found
1hat abstinence was by no means in that ascendant which
 the boasted intelligence of larze towns led him to expect.
('t the cirele into which he had been cast, he, indeed, met
‘Wit none of that rude and violent opposition which he had
“been accustomed to in the country. All understood, and
Many were ready to admit, the claims of the ahstinence
Movement ; but to them it was only one of the theusand
Bbad objects which existed~-one star in 3 densely-sindded
5Pky,,vwhilst\lo George it had been a planet, and one of no
PHlinary brightness—a Lucifer, son of the morning. But
\F,“le‘ absence of censure was joined to the absence of praise,
:Indeed, if ihere was any thing on which they could be said
to have decided opinions, it was to have no strong views at
UL [t was deemed the part of a philosopher to adjust the
Wterest felt in any one subject upon a scale allowing a
{Just propartion to every other subject with which he wa¢
tonvefsant, or in which he felt interested. To use a com-
Parison, human affection was viewed more ‘as a solid, whose
# Weiglit or bulk no human skitl could increase or elongate, and
i t¥hich, copsequently, could only be divided among all right=-
|o86s claimants in due proportions, than as aliquid or gaseous
My, capable of indefinite expansion. It may“be upon the
Ame principle that the Hindoo, as he rises 1o absorption in
'qef(y, loses even the.homeopathic amdtint of interest in
; Man affaits which George’s friends felt, or theirs may be
the first step fowards that higher stale. However that may
) @sge‘cial interest in any ope subject was viewed as the

§4 of limited knawledge, or a limited circle of acquain-
%c&t,. _Enthusiasm and ignorance twere synonyms. To

anting, © We need pot say 'that George was inflacnced by
the opinions and character of his new compapions—ail men
te. ‘These operate like the malaria of diYease, silently
ind often unnoticed,. but 'surg:z, Had he been tempted
Openly to ahaniton ‘Nis ‘témperaiee - principles, he would
Ve registed: nobly and menfally 3 but geatlemanly bearing
And the assymption of superior knowledge were precjsely the
e4ia by which he could most ensily be infured, “and by’
bfch fot a few in simifar circdmstances;hdve been fained:]
. For a time, however, he attended the temperance meet-

Tlajn Credit for the absonce of the one, the othef must be{y

teferred to, gradually withdrew. Let us do him justice.
We believe, had there been no one_but himself in L., he
would not have abandoned abstinence. No one doubted his
decision on that head, or attempled to seduce him from it.

But his example only was given. The influence of argg’:’-
ment and effort were entirely withdrawn before he was a
yearin L. About this time, in tarn with his shop-mates,
he received permission to spend a week in the country, and
in due tiine arrived at his native town.

If the first appearance of a young man from the country
ina town exhibits him in a less favourable light than his
true character would justify, his retnrn after a time to his
native place with the habils, tone, and manners of the town,
operate in the opposite way. He becomes a piddigy.
George bore the trial well ; cast off as much of the town as
he could, and appeared as nearly as possible among his oid
friends in his old character, and was welcomed everywhere ;
but by none more than by his good, shrewd old’ maiden
Aunt Burroighs. With her hie had always been a special
favourite. ' From his earliest day, he hady lived rather “thore
with ber than at hotfie.  They embarked in‘ihe temperinece
cause togettier; and to'say the trath (privately though), the
abstinence society of Denbrock owed not less to - Aunl’ Bus-
roughs than to George Elton, as many other good causes do
to similar characters who are little heard of often, byt whose
influence is none the less real and beneficial. George was
just what she had expected to find him. Altered, indeed,
but all for the better.. Without any affectation; and-éven
with more modesty and kind attention to the comfort -bf
othels, than he had always exhibited before he feft! home.
After the various family topics had been extausted betwes
them, the adstinénte movement came in, as a - mitier ‘of
course, for remark. - ¢ I need not ask,? she said, €ilyod dte
stil]l:‘h;,ldiqg by the good cause; but how do mattefs gét on
in L. s o ! i

.. ¢ There isy’ said George, ¢a good deal of bustle, majy
meetings, leclures, soirges, gtc., and I hore thete is Progr

makisg. The ‘only change on myself i a liul;;"ﬂ
sohiriety in the advocacy of the cause.? oo
~ ¢ Eh,§aid she, smilting, and pe_ering over her spectac
¢ that means, I suppose, that you don’t beat upon  the’ tal
sq_m‘\:c,h‘np,w\wl_)e;; you make speeches, as yoy did in, Pep-

eps
ore

rpck. T : : i
e'Well,’ said Geprge, ¢1 dare 'sa(\’y'l should not dd ql?ma e
in that way so mugh as I once djd, if I wefe to spegchify in
thehall again,? ., . o
bk

¢ Are-the meetings Well ‘attended in L., and % you
iiid
ot

oftep af them? asked his annt. T
,¢‘? ,bel,ieﬁt,ghf,.wﬂmss are folterably attended,’
eorge;; ¢ but I have pever spoken at one of them, 3t
bi’enf:é’r' often af them of late.” . . ' ":’%?
¢ But h‘PPe“i‘%N 29 she said seriously; and. taking

3-but noder-the influence of tire opiniens_that we have
— .

off her spectacles. erhaps your businéss hoors db i not
silow youtoattend 72 . - . 1]




