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or xviiich could pass or remove such a sentence
Nvouild l'or one moement have dreauîed ot exer-
cising those flunctions. But it was Contempla-
toid tlîat tiougi those parties mig(.ht flot carry
tlieir disobedience te 60 1lagrant and atrocious
an extent, they miglit yet disregard a mere pro-
hibition Io abstain flrom proceeding to the in-
etiction eof Mr. Edvards, and migbit put them-
selves ini a position whicli required the Church
te proneunce a severer sentenice. It was flot
only due to the Churchi, but rgtin justice and
iu iinercy to those nministers, that their hands
should bc tieti up, to preveut themn from doing
xhat inight involve a more serious ptinishment.
Those parties, however, suspended by tbe com-
mission frein fixe exercise of theirfuinctions, re-
6olved, neverthecless, to proceed in the exorcise
eof their judicial functions, to sit as aPresbytery,
andi go on wvitix the triais of Mr. Edwards.--
They stated now that they neyer întcnded to,
admit Mr. Edwards as mrinister of' Marnoch,
buit only mecant te talie limii on trials. They
did net tell the commission so. Their own re-
solution ivns, that they would proced to the
settiement of Mr. Edvards. Nor could one
sec how they could divide the sentence of the
Civil Court-how,5 if they considered them-
selves bound by their duty and allegiance te
the Civil Court, whicli they lield to be se impe-
rativo on their consciences, to, take Mr. Ed-
*wvards on trials, they could consider themselves
entitled te refrain on finding him duly quali-
lied from receiving and admitting him ; for if
there was any difféerence between the twvoparts
eof the sentence, it was that there was greater
sanction and autbority for the latter, inasmuch
ns the statutes did net say a word about taking
on trials, but used the very words of the deliv-
erance cf the Civil Court, tbat they wear beund
and astricted te, reccivo and admit. But the
IneetiDg eof Commission on the 4th eof March
haî! net only this matter under their conaîdera-
tien, but were int'ormed that it 'waa generally
reported and understood that the auspended
ministers., notwithstanding their suspension
from ail thoir ministerial functions, continued
te, aet in a spiritual capacity, and as a subsist-
ing Churcb judicatory, that tbey iere baptising
and administering erdinances, and preaching in
their Churches, as if tbey had nover been sus-
pended,-en the faith, anid by virtue eof autheri-
ty proceeding from a secular court et' this
land as their only Warrant. (Hbar, hear, hoar.)
Bat they teok a. far greater stop than this.-
'rhey, ministers eof the Church, disewning ail
authority in spiritual matters et' ansi socular
power wvhatever-profcssing te maintain that
independence iii purely spiritual matters, recog-
nised most unequivocally in the Cenfessî.on et'
Fait], and the statutes et' the realm-having
been susponded by the Commission's sen-
tence, iwhich, if improperly passed, might be
remedied by an appeal te the Generai Asseom-
bly-went te the Civil Court and acknowledg-
ed its jurisdiction of inflicting ecclesiastical

censures in a Most purely spirituial matci'.
No person wvho, hadl entered the arena of' argu-
ment in this controversy, denied t hat iu regard
te spiritual ccnsurdis the Churcli was altogcth-
or aud abselutely independlent--that its author-
ity flewed t'rem the great Hond eof the Church,
and that the Civil Courts ivere net ontitled te,
interfère. The terms cf tho Confession cf
Faith .vere ecear beyend the possibility of
quibbling or dispute; and net ne eof the op-z
ponents et' the Cliurcli had evor ventured te ase-
sert that the Court cf Session or any civil
court on earth had a vestige off jurisdlictien in
the matter. Yet these seven mîînisters of the
Church, sworn te obey ber judicaterles, had
applied te a Civil Court, net te pretect them iii
thoir civil rights-not te proteet thern in tho
possession of' their parish churches, which,
coming under civil cegnizance, were legitimate
subjeets eof civil interforence, and wvhich il wvas
net attemptedl te take froro them. That wvas
a matter competent te the Civil Courts ; a mat-
ter in which the Church ivas beuind te give, as
she did, fimplicit obedience te the decision.
But wlhat <id those mnisters eall on the Court
te deo luI the prayer (which the learned gen-
tlemnan rond) et' the Note, they praycd the
Court et' Session te prehibit ther parties author-
ised by the Commission's sentenc, absolutely
from proaehing the gospel et' Christ; net only
ealling in tho arm eof the civil power te repone
themselves in the exorcise cf f heir ministerial
functions, but calling on tbe Court et' Session
te interrupt the Cburch in bier right te have
the geo of Christ freely and purely preached
te ber ewn people, and te put tbe inhabitants
eof those parishes in a situation in wvhich nor
individuel could censistently with the prînci-
pies et' liberty and toleration be placed, se that
they could net ebtain, witheut a breach et' in-
terdiet, the preaching et' the gospel and tbe ad-
ministration of ordinancos by any minister eof
the communion te wvhich. they belonged, and
which, above ait, was the communion etf
thé Established Church-(hear, hear, hecare)
Sncb wore the sovoral actings et' the minis-
tors at the bar xvhich were new brought under
consideration; and the lieuse was nov; te, de-
termine ivhat course should be followed in re-
gard te thema. A rev. doctor, on the other sida
et' the house, cenigratulated him, in the former
discussion on this subjeet, on having ta<on a
lent' eut et' the book eof the opposite party. lic
wvas now geing te take another lent' eut cf tbc
bock eof that pnrty in fermer days, lte readin.-
ot' Whici wvould new-a-days, give them lit
great pleasure. Ho would net take that lent'
as it stood, for ho t'eund written thore, within
and witheut, oppression and ivon-. But ho
took that lent' te expunge the bleody charactors
cf oppression and woe, and te inscribe on it the
goldencharacters et' protection te the people
et' this Church. (Hoar, hear.) Ho proposed
te, Lake the power which, that Party hàd used
te, oppreas the Christian people; but ho would


