1855.]

Mccting of Dy Bavth nud Dre Vogel®

On the Ist of December, 18531, it fell to the share of Dr. Bayth—he
whe had alveady been believed dead—to meet in “very good health
and spirits” Dr, Vogel:—to see once move the face of n !':lll‘(.)l)(.‘:lll
and grasp the hand of o countryman who had been sent to juin him.

Dr. Vogel had left Kuka in the latter end of November, to proceed
in a westerly divection en route for Zuuler, the north-western hountier
town of the Empire of Bornw,—being unxions to extend his astronomi-
eal and other obzervations to that place.  Happily in the beginning of
the jeurney, he received a letter from De. Barth, dated Kano, the 24th
of October; and this was tho first divect news he had received from
him.  According to this letter, Dr. Barth had left Kuno en route for
Kuka, about the same time that Dr. Vogel had depurted from the latter
placo to proceed westward, on the very road which the former hnd

chosen.  Thug, both travellers hud started to meet without !mo\\'i'ng it
themselves.  Dr. Vogel, keeping on the Kano read, aud leaving Zinder

on the right had the happiness to fall in with Dr. Barth at Bundi, a
small town situated about 110 geographical miles north-east from
Kano, and nearly 200 geographical jmiles due west from Kuka,  As
only a few preliminary hasty lines from Dr. Vogel, written in peneil,
have come to hand, the particulars of this cvent have not yet trans-
pired; but it may easily be conceived what it must have been te Dr.
Barth. It was exactly six years since he left Burope, in compuny
with Mr. Richardson and Dr. Overweg; and since the decease of the
Intter, on the 27th of September, 1852, not only had his communica-
tions with Burope been all but entirely cut off, but he had indeed been
isolnted from the civilized world, aud left to batile with manifold
hardships and dangers.

Dr. Vogel writex, that Dr. Barth had moved on to Kuka, whence he
intended to proceed, without further delay, home, vie Murzuk and
Tripoli. As to himself, he continued his journcy to Zinder; whence
ho despatched « letter with the above news, dated the 7th of December
Inst, and which took nearly four monthis to reach Tripoli by way of
Gladawis,

Since the above was written, letters from Dr. Darth himself have
come to my hands, whick, though written before his meeting with !)r.
Vogel, are of great intercst, as they contain the first news respecting
his jonrney from Timbuktu back to Sudan, and the first positive infor-
mation ever received from 2 Buvopean traveller of the River Kowara
between that place and its lower course .

It appears that Dr. Barth had been detained at or near Timbuktu
severnl months Leyond the date of his last letters despatched fiom that
region, numnely, the 23rd of Mareh, 1854, between which dute and the
time of his arrival at Kano, which took place on the 17th of October
tast, nearly seven monthsintervene.  Dr. Barth himself says :—¢ After
a protracted stay of nearly a year at Timbuktu—the * Queen of the
Desert,” as it is justly called by the natives—I retraced my steps
eastwards along the shores of that magnificent river, which the
undaunted Scotchman {Mungo Park] descended about fifty years
since, fighting his way through numerous flects manuned by 'l'u:mqks
and Sudans—lost labor to science, his journul huving perished with
him ; - -while I went along reconciling and befriending those very
people, and obtaining full security from their chiefs for any Engli<h
visiting their territories, whether by land or by water.” Thus, Dr.
Barth has been able to realize his great wish, namely, to trace this
river between Timbuktu and Say; which latter place is situated in
about 13° 10/ north lat, and 3° east long., Greenwich. This, its
niddle course, seems everywhere navigable and enlivened with lavge
tleets, its shores densely inhabited by people, who received and treated
Dr. Barth most kindly, and implored him to stay with them altogether,
or to return soon in an English ship. They learned from him with
astonishment as to whence the river—which forms the basis of their
existence and wealth—comes from, and where it terminates.

Dr. Barcl alludes to o large map of the viver drawn by him, which
he had sent to the Forcign Office.  1ie has also transmitted with the
present letters some of o former date, which has been despatched by
him while on his way to Timbuktu, but which, as he found on his
return to Sudan, had not been forwarded, probably, beeause their
envelopes and addresses had been lost.  These letters are dated ¢ Dore,
in Libtako, 16t July, 1853, which is about midway between Sokoto
and Timbuktu (sce map in my ¢ Geographische Mittheilungen,” part
L), or in lat. 14° 30/ north, and close upon the meridian of Greenwic,
and they contain a full account respecting that region, which was
entirely unknown before.
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Libtako forms a portion of the very extensive Fellata dominions,
and is a very important commercial point, The principal article of
trasde is the salt of Taodenni, whieh is brought thither by the Arabs of
Timbuktu, while the Tuaricks biing corn audl butter, the people of
Mosi their celebrated dunkeys and theiv faous cottor wmannactures,
cheap black shirts and a large peenliar kind of guro nute, The jnha-
hitants of the country supply sweee amd sour mitk, and theie manutuc-
tures consist chictly of very handsume and cheap shawls mude of cotton
and wool, and of vavious colonrs.  The marketat Dore, the chief place
of Libtako, is hell every day.  Cowries are almost the sole medium of
interchange.

Libtako occupies an elevated, dreary plain, devoid of trees and
shrubs, and suffering from the want ot vain.  Granite protrudes in
tany places out of the svil. Dr. Baith made many enquiries respecting
the town of Adatudia, reached by Mr. Duncan, and which, according
to the position nssigned to it by that teaveller, ought to be within 100
geographical miles from Libtako—but in vain; he could hear nothing
whatever o it.  Though the country was in s stato of anarchy when
Dr. Barth passed through it, ho did not suffer on that nceount, Lut
rather from the too exaited manner in which he was recvived every.
where, the inhabitants flocking from all quarters to receive his
blessing,  The Avabs looked upon him as no common Christian, owing
to the information hie possessed of topics specinlly interesting to them-
selves, and to the fuct of his coming from the Enxt.  The Tillahas had
christened him ¢ MGdibo,” by which name he was universally known
in those countries,

It was near Libtako where Barth was so fortunate as to make the
acquaintance of onc of the followersot the Sheikh ¢l Bakay~—the Pope
of Timbuktu,—who subscquently became his best friend and greatest
benefactor.  This pevson exercises his influence over a very extensive
region, nearly as far as Sokoto in the east; and he may be ¢nid to
have created of Timbukta a Kind of Afvican Rome,—the centre of the
power of Islam,

The region between Libtake in the west and the river Kowara (here
called Tsa, Say or Mayo) in the enst is occupied by tevritories belong.
ing to the Jarge country of Gurma, only the northern part of which
belongs to the Fellatas,  The language of Gurma, has o few words in
common with that of Benin.  Within Gurma ave various rivers, all
tributaries of the Kowara, the Jargest being the Sirba, which Barth
found twelve feet deep in the heginning of July, and which he had to
cross by meaus of immense bundles of reeds fastened together, ns
boats are entirely wanting.  The valley of the Sirba is very ill-famed
ag being most destructive to all kinds of cattle aud horses. The soil
along the course of the river swarms with black worms.

Dr. Bartlt's letters contain interesting extracts from the “ Tarikh el
Sudan,” an important work on the history of Sudan, hitherto unknown,

On his arrival at Kuno, in October 1ast, Dr. Barth, instead of finding
Jetters and supplies from home, received information of the tumour of
his death having heen spread in Sudan, and even reached Europe,
about which, not knowing exactly the origin and circumstances con-
neeted with it, he felt very sove and indignant, while the absence of
all needful supplies put him to great straits and inconsenicnce,
Happily these, as we know, he subscquently got over.  Hislonging to
reach Europe knew no bounds, as he declares that the being exposed
to another rainy season (thesixth), or to remain much longer without
the refreshing influence of European atmosphere and proper food,
would be his certain death,  Yet in the same sentence he speaks of
ultimately returning to the ficld of his labours, and trying to penctrate
inte the interior of Africa from the coast of Zanzibar, after having
strengthened his health!

The only cause of joy which awaited him in Kano was the news of
the success of the Chadda Expedition, of which he seemed to have
learnt all the particulirs from thic natives.  Among others, he met an
old scquaintance, the Governor of Hamarrua, acountry situated on the
shares of the upyper course of the Chadda.  This person told him that
the exploring steamer Pleiad had also reached his country, that he had
received the Expedition very friendly, and had made the commander a
present of six oxen.

AvGUSTUS PETERMANKY.
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After the late M. Rothmaun had acquired a great reputation as a
landscape painter, King Louis of Bavaria sent him to Greece, where
that artist produced works highly spoken of by the German press,
Some consider them the ne plus ultra of landscape delineation, cach
painting being a poem, vepresenting in the perfect concordance of



