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One depariment of biis duty as a miniter, which hoe always viewed. as
et' peculiar importanee, was hb coIîýUr:ýiiîg mitl canididattes for adixisbion to
the Clhurch. HIe was aîot -long in bis new Charge til ie olad Met Ivitlî lItun-
dreds tifyoungr per_,ýns auJ theLrs d~ragtu be t(Initted iiito Chie-li fel-
luilo)sl. Matiy of tliub nere acceptud, but a large propor-t-ion wec iiiduced
to delay tlîeïr application ti1t sLach evidence of fitness iniglit bc furnishied by
thein, as would justity thieir admission. -l à aîîuary 18S22 lie writes,ý Il Be-
sides the Wekypreparations, a wcekly class, and anl increased number of
visits to the sick, I hiave been obliged to beini conversation with intending
comnmunicants, and Nili probably hiave to Speaid ina thiat exorcise part of three
days every week taif April. You sc I cannot have mucà âmne at nîy dis-
posa]."

"11e relaxed ini no degree blis iaadustry mn preParing for the pulpit. Hie
laad a very Strong conviction of the disadvantng-es of repeatîng old discour-
ses. 'The additÀinal diffiiculty lie expericalced in conmittiug thein to

.nmoY, wich i.parl-y arose fromn hiir systeni of sbort-iaand wvritiiîag), ivas b
mo ineaîs the chif ireasoSî %ilî lie (lecfined -deliverinz in Glasgow discourses
I.i-e])aa'ed iii Stirling. The %very few instances in %vliieb hoe did so, led lmi
lto ftel -ts if ie old discourses iantcd, in bis oivn mmnd, thiat frcshiness and
iiîirest ý~ilieli thcey hliii the begiuiniig, and of wliiclî compositions nlewly
'xvritteon wert p~osscssed. It is believed thiat înlost ilijuisters who blave fol.
]owcd sianilar habits of pulpit preparation, ivili îuider.Staid the reason on
wlîîcli lie actcd la tbis particiular. Out -of about two tbousand. discourses,
eoînpused bry biirn in Stirlinig, it is certain. lie (id not rçpeat more thian
twenfty -Iiiritxg the quarter of a ea~ury sl-eî:it by liîî in Gýlisgo%%, in. tlie
rnidt , f a multitude -if flic~ mubot esigpatrland public engragumenth.
Ie bias tiaus left LebiAd hini betmeccxi fouir anid five t1iousand ht:-trýes and

semn w ith lnot no .. eaoî,fully m~ritten1 ; a nuilexit, of Pro-
I .ng du systeiia.tic indu-,try), r e ngtu agrcat degrce tlîu stueret of that

reiarkzable equa]ity ln. bis ]pulpit aperneon whilh Lais licarers were
iii the habit of rernarkzing. Thougli lic liad greatly overcolîxe the ex~e-sîve
.aixiet y la the pr4àslect of puble r% ice, of' vLaich lit ,uinetire con1plaini
in. Stidlingf-, yet lie nover attxizaed, iudeed, lic seeiiis neveri, tu bave covete'
ail absence of' solicitude ini entering the pulpit. To a . othier minister,
-,vlîo, judgnagfroin the remarkablt efpseso of his manner, liad as-
-cribe(l to hini an exemption froin die ordiaîary anxieties thiat accompany pul.-
put service, -lie replies -. Youzr complaizits tezspectingc y.ourself are, 1 suppose,
-commnon to you, îvith aIl v'our bretbren ; and I arn istonished you sliould
imagine that. -uan exemipited from thein. I scarcely ever enter a pulpit
withlîot a temporary liectie. But God, is botter to us than. our fear,
-VoUld lead uls to aiipai).te, ind %we have constant rmason taD %onder at bis
forbearanice.

"h I may be added bore, thiat he did not relax in t1hat minute daily study
,oftile Scrii.tures, mhicli lic liad prtutised:( fruml lais boylîoodJ, ar1d ivlaich lie

egrdas a daily ext:rci,,e, tud~uaal tis pcrsonal progr.s wid cm-
-fort, and to lais mixisterial tffikienicy. Tuj geucral raiglie always devot-
,ed, on systern, ai portion ot' hM6 tiane, «Ls thosec %%ho renieniber tuie pertinent

pub'lic events ot' the day of moretr~n imlport.ince., lie su himself to mas-
ter,nra<t froua auiy effoirt to cope witlitliecurrexat infurma.tioxi of tie times,
71lit frem tfie ccessity of that imp.ulse frGn iitlîin, ivhiich prumpted him. to


