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TuB INE'\V HISTu1RY O0 CHl1SiIAN CT IE.

BY -N. BUIZIVISII, S.T.D.
Chianellor of V ictoria Un iversity.

la a remiît nutuber w*e hiad occasion to
notice tlic publication of the first volume
of a translation of Il-iarnack's great work
on the Hlistory of Christian Dogiina, by
Roberts Brothiers, Bostonl. \Ve fouind
there a uiew metliod of treaiîent of this
important field of rl¶leol<uical Science,
the grcat dogînas of the Chutrchi traced
tu their formiative sources iin the initel-
lectual and spiritual forces of the age.
lI this treaticaîlt the gatcentres of
initerest are the iinl)ortant elements of
our crceds, whether these were detanitely
forniulated by ecclesiaisticail authority or
gradually taken up by a taicit, genarail
consent. Dr. Fisher lias taken -up bis
work on a ditfierent plan.' le regards the
developunent of Mie Christian Thieolog(y
as a progressive and ahinost unibi-okeîî
niiov-eiinenit through the centuries. The
grreat forces whielî J)r(%ce this mlore-
ment and the coiltribi-uiig streains which
froin tiane to time swell its cîn'renit are
flot igiiored, but they are not to huaii the
.1great centre of interest. rliat lies lu the
iove-n*ient itsedf and cspecially in thie

grreat; master-inds who gather Up into
tîmeir own spiritual life, aînd soinetimes
a-ti cipat eand al ways express, the thoughit
(if thieir age. In pursuance of this plan
the author avoids the nerely topucal divi-
sion of lus subject-mnatter or relegfates it
to ai subordiniate place. His work is thus
not the history of individual doctrines,
nor yet that of great doginatie forumu-
lar ies, but is radiher a pict'-e of the entire
nuloveinîct. of Christian thouglit froiu agre
to age iii the tlucologic.il field. Thmis
m»ovemnit fiiids expression, and at the
saine timne a livinig, personal interest, iii
the g-reat naines whichi siicccssivcly risc
before us.

]3egiingii %itlî Justin *Martyr and
endingr with gereat amanes still living,- ive
have aicontinuous panorama of <greait
thliinkers and their great works and
timouglits, a history of thcology ratiier
t han of doctrine dogîna. Anymie
fauniliar %vith the previous wvork of Prof.

101ry of ('Dioi c ])etine. ]BV <a'FOI,;m
l>ucFisimit. 1)1)., LL.l)., Yale Univer-

surv. *&'mv Yor'k :Chîarle's Seril'ner's Sous,

Fisher iwill ealsily aniticipate aui judg-
mucct that, the wvork is well dune. The
field covered in these tive ludred pages
15 a very %vide oune. Other writers have
covered it iii two or three large octavos.
Discrimiîiatinig sunimaries, accuiratu but
cpitomnized stateinents aie of course abso-
lutely necessary ln such a work, as the stu-
dent finds hiere la ]lis bauds. The author
iinist have faccd at every turn the dillicult
problem of coimubiingiýý justice and living
initerest with brevity. Wu know of nu
predecessor whio lbas been as successful
in- this, as Prof. Fisher. At every point
whiere ive have tested tixe wvork it seeis
to us to be reiinarkabtlly clear, fulil, accu-
rate, dliscuînii.mtîng- and imîpartial la its
presen!itatitbn. It Nvould, of course, be

mo luchl to expeet that amly 31nan1 wvould
be equally successfiîl ln every part of so
%ide a field. 'Ihe 1atristic,th coai,
the Reforination, and the modemn more-
moents of Christianl thloiighIt are eachi sa
vast ihi extent that a lifc-tiiîne iniglt casily
be spent lu the perfect nmastcry of any
one of tlmemn. And yct, iii each of these
periods, ive find tenîpaing exaîlples of
our author's geaius for historical work.
Such are the presentations of the work oif
Justinu Martyr and of Origen of the East,
aînd thaîtof Augiastine ii the West. rjhe1 s5
presenitations ame uof. liinitcd to one par-
ticular doctriî'e . Ily misociated mith
tiiesu nainles, snch as th logos, CIr tlue
Sonship, or the Doctrine of Sin. The
mnen rather stand before us as the cmi-
bodiinent of greait spiritual forces ini this

tcao ic l movCeeat, alld We sec the
wvork«ingr of tîmese forces in inany doganiatic
tol)ics. lu Justin We sc the beginning
of theology ais a nleccssity of tlue churchi's
life. liO i v e sec the first great
cîttenmpt to make theology a universal
plîilosophy. lIn Augustine ive have the
first applicationi of profouuîd 1)5;ychllogi-
cal insiglit to the work of theolmgical
science. Tme particular opinionîs of ecd
of the.9e gqreat mnen, of course, tappeatr
dlefective. A schloolbloy oif tu V mla'y
h-iiow umore thau did -Sir Isaac ewton.
But ive Icarn to estituate thme n4.nt
of tlîe mien) and the importance of thecir
WOrk by thie new iuncthods and forces
whiici tlmey calied, into action. They
werc, la sanie sense, creators orf nliore-
]]lnts ind peCrioas iii this listory.


