’ 1\

HE

PRESBYTERIAN RECORD

FOR THE

DOMINION OF CANADA.

s e 3 e et bt o Lo e e e

VOIL. X1V, JULY, 1889. No. 7.
(,ON r H‘\”.I_‘b
Page Page
Aged and Infirm Ministers’ Funde.ooeoins coacnnien 173} ObIUary INOHCES. coveerentaiens viiens sovecnns cus 189
Brieflet No. 7.~In Kome.—The P.nlacooft,hoc'mars ]:4 Tie General Assembly..covevvereen.ss 189
Miszionary Ci meot--A\-:ss.mdro (x'n azzi Mogderator of As\cmbl N 191

Houschold Words

French Lvnngelumon m nort 199
\Vomzm g \Work. . 182
Madagasear. . . 182

International Sund:
Becdesiasticnl News
Qur Own Church....

571 Acknowledgments.

Reception at Gov exnmcnt House
Home Miszions..
Forcisn Mission,
Sabhath_Servie
French Evangel
Literature

Aged andg Jufiviy Hinisters

Eand,

7O
SPEAKING for the westery section of the
church, it must be acknowledged {hat
this Fand is far from being in a satisfactory
condition. We have looked over the
annual yeports since 1860, when it was
founded, without being able io discover any
reason for ils apparent “unpopularity.” The
commitiees seem to have been in dead ear-
aest ald theso years, and yet wo find them
year after year bewailing the apathy and
indifterence of the church in regard to the
comiort in their declining years of these
aged servants of the Lord, who are nolonger
able to bear the heat and burden of the

day. The condition of things, instead of
improving, has been fmmu.a.)ly growing

worse, until now a crisis has been reached
in the administration of the Fund cailing
for remedy. The annuitants have increa-
sed more rapidly than was anticipated. In
1878, there were only ninetcen on the list,
whereas now theve are upwards of sizty.
The available revenue has not increased
proportionately,so thatthemaximumannuity
has actually decreased from $300 to $200 !
Asthere arve three sowrces of revenue for
this Fund, (1) ministerial rates; (2) con-
gregational contributions ; (3) interest from
m\'estxnenta it might bo well to consider
how each of them mmht be most advantage-

ously dealt with. With regard to the first,
it appears that cnly a limited number of the
ministers ave conneeted with the Fund ; it
would cerlainly be much better if every
minister was a sharcholder, and perhaps
they might also coniribute without undue
sacrifice a little more that one half per cent.
upon the annual stipend—amounting to
only 85 per annum, in the case of miristers
who reccive $1600 a year. The congre-
gational contributions are after all the main
spring of this machinery, and every legiti-
mate effort should thercfore be made to
double or treble the amount at present ob-
tained from that source. But in the mean-
time the commitiee are engaged in a special
effors, sanctioned by the General Assembly,

to create an Endowment Fund, worthy of
the name and of the purpose it is intended
to serve. The sum aimed at is $200,000,
which at the current rate of interest would
yield a revenue of say $10,000, and which
would be keptas a reserve, givingstability to
the Fund, and enabling thc commxtteo to
accord those ministers who have rendered
the iongest service an annuity of $400 in-
stead of $200. Itrequires no argument,and
only a very little consideration, to show the
claim which this fund has on the liberality
of the church. The soldier and the sailor,
who fight the battles of their country are
provided for after a certain term of service,
as a matter of course ; and surely the ¢hurch




