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**4. Ministers, probationers and students of
every Presbyterian Chureh, holding the stand-
ards af.resaid, shall be deemed eligihle for ad-
wission into chiarges within the bounds ot thus
Chureb, on satisfactory evidence being produced
as to their character and qualitications, and on
their signing these articles of union.

Memorandum.

The Committee of the Synod of Eastern Aus-
tralia beg respectfully to leave in the hands of
the Committee of the Synod of Anstralinin con-
nection with the Establi<hed Church of Scot-
Iand the above draft of articles, to form so far
2 basis of union hetween the two Synods ¢ and
the said Committee of the Sy nod of Eastern Aus-
tralia beg hereby tu express their readiness
quoud ultra, on the basis of union. to meet and
confer with any committee that may be appoin-
ted by the Synod of Australia in connection
with the Established Churdch of Scotland.

(Signed) M. Mackay, Concener.

Sydney, November 6. 1855,

CGopy of Minute of Sync ' of Australia anent
Union.
St Andrew’s Chareh, Nov, 7, 1836,

Which day the Synod met, and was consti-
tuted with prayer.  In.er altu.~The Synod,
having received the report of the committee
appointed to cosfl with the comnnttee of the
Synod of Eastern Australia anent union, resolv-
ed~—-* That the committee be re-appointed, and
be instructed to subnut the following terms as
a basis of wnion Letween the Synud of Eastern
Australia and the Svned of Australia in con-
nection with the Established Church of Scot-
Jand, and that it be an instruction of this com-
mittee to intimate to the Synud of Enstern Aus-
tralin that thisSynod will not admit of any mate-
rial alteration of these terms | committec to con-
sist of the Moderator and Clerk, Rev. Messts
Laughton, Ross, Dougall and M Gibben: eld-
ers, Dir. Macfarlane and Dr. Douglas.

“1. The two Synods at present designated
the Synod of Australin in conuection with the
Established Church of Scotland. und the Sy pud
of Eastern Australia, shall be united under the
designation of the ‘Presby terian Church of New
South Wales.'

2. That the bas’ of union shall be, subscrip-
tion to the Westminister standazdsin their integ-
rity—viz. ¢ The Confession of Fath, the Larger
aud Shorter Catechisms, the Directory of Pub-
lic Worship, the form of Presb) terian Govern-
ment agreed upon by the Assembiy of Divines
at Westminster, and the Second Book of Disci-
pline.

3. That the United Synod may hold commu-
nion with all Churches maintaining the sume
standards in their integrity.

‘4. That all ministers, and probationers and
students, helenging to Churehes holding these
standards in their integrity, shall he cligible as
candidates for admiscion intothe United Svnnd.”
Copy of Minute of Cammitter of Synod of Eas-
tern Australia, with reference te the forego-
ing.

This committee heg most recpectfully to state
that the portion of a badic of wnion communi-
cated to them by the committer of the Synod
of Australia in conucetion with the Establiched
Chureh of Seatland has failed to be (as at pres-
ent expressed) <atisfactory to the Synnd of
Eastern Australia- and, while in the said por-
tion of 2 propnsed basis there is nothing of it-
sclf objectionnble, the Svnod of Fastern Ane-
tralia desiderates further expression of princi-
ples 1o be necessary @ and, while this committee
regrets vers sincerely the differences at present |
existing. they hav-~strong hopes that, by fricnidly
conference helwee n the cammistees. these differ-
ences might be mitigated or removed ; and (his

committee recpertfally requesty the appointment
of a standing committee of the Synod of Ansira-
lig, in order that frieadly canference may be held |
on these points, and be ‘continucd as long as ne- |
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cessity may exist for such conference being held.
This comnuttee. as well as the Syunod which
they tepresent, would exceedingly larent that
all confercnce on the important subject of union
shouald be nterrupted, and all prospects of its
accowplisliment furfeited to either party.

(Signed) M. Macgay, Concener.

Sydney, $th November, 1856,

Accordingly a standing committee of the
Sinod of Australin were appointed, with the
same instructions as the previvusly appointed
cutmittee, w hich have only once met for confer-
ence the committee of the Synod of Enstern Ause
tralia ; but no actual progress was made further
than submitting explanations and full state-
ments of difflicultics.

** 4 Whether such proposals aie still pending ?
—They are still pending. and must be 50 untl
the next meeting of Nynod in October neat,
1957, in terms of the above appuintment of a
standing committee.

The Preshytery of Svdney are unanimously
of opinion that. if & union of the varivus Pres-
byterian bodies i this colony could be effected
on a hasis similar tu that iaid down by the
Synod of Australia in connertion with the Es-

tablished Church of Scotland—a basis which
compromises no principle of Presh) terianism-—
it would greatly stremgthen the position and ex-
tend the elliciency of the Church.
Maturw Avay, Moderator of Preaby tery.,
Jaues Mg, Clerk of Preshytery.
To the Secretary of the Colonial Committee
of the Church of Scotland.

Accompanying this communication,there was
aletter dated “Paddmgton, 10th February, 1837,
and subsenibed by the Moderator of the Synod of
Australia. The followmg is 2 copy of the letter =

Paddington, 10th February, 1837,

Sir—I have the honour herewith to transmit
the report of the Presbytery of Sydney,
in Teply to your letter of the 22d September,
185G, The report of the Presbytery of Maitland
will be forwarded direct by the Clerh  Besides
these there are in the Svaoed of Australia other
two Presbyterics, Batharst and Goulburn, In
each of these Preshyteries there are as yet but
two ministers, and. although yonr circular was
duly transmitted to them, they may deem it un-
necessary to <send you a formal reply. which, in
fact, would be merely the expression of the sen-
timents of one or two ministers of our Synod in
regard to the inqguiries of your cireular. Yon
will, however, be put in possession of full and
accurate information as to the present position
and views of the Synod by the reports of the

growing prosperity and usefulness, 1 have the
honour to re.anin your vhedient servant,
Jaris Muny,
Moderator of the Srnod of Australin.
To the Seeretary of the Columal Committee
of the Church of Scotland,

The following i= the reply of the Preshytery
of Bathurst, dated “6th February, 1857, and
subseribed by the Moderator (—

Bathurst, New South Wales,
uth February, 1857,

Sir—TIhavethe honourto achnow ledge receipt
of your communicationyof date 15th September,
1830, in which you request oficial wformation
¢ Whathiar all the ministers!” of this Presby tery
“ continue their formerrelations to the Church
of Scotland ; aliat propusals have Leen made
for a union of the Presbyterian Churches .
whether sach propusals be stil pending, or, of
othurwise, upun what grounds they have been
declined?”

In reply, T have the honour to state that I
placad your letter en the table of the Presby tar,
of Bathurst at the mecting of that body held
yesterday o and 1 am instructed to say that alt
the ministers of the Presliy tery continae in thar
furmes relation to the Cliurch of Scutland ; that
proposals for a umon of the Preshy terians of
Australia have bean made, but that, as the nego-
tiations are still poading, it would be prema-
ture to state the nature of those proposals,
which, doubtless, must underge consideralle
maodification.  And 1 am further instructed to
say that it was resolved two jears ago by the
Syvnod of Australia that no union with any other
Preshy terian Church  should be consummated
without reference to the Church of Scotland.

I am to add that a confereuce between the
Unien Committees of the respective Synods iz
to he held iu Sydney on the 12th inst, at which
conference one of the hietliven of this Preshyte-
ry will be present.  Should any definite result
be attained, a further communication will he
made to you immediately, which it is hoped 3 eu
may reecine previously to the meeting of the
General Assambly in Muy next.—I have the
houour to be, Sit, yuur most vbndient servant,

ALEXANDER MW EYEN,
Moderator of the Preshytery of Bathurst.

The following is the reply of the Preshytery
of Maitland, embodied in an extract from the
minntes of that reverend body, of date “27th
February. 1857 “and subscribed by the Moderator
and Clerk :—

Maitland. 27th February, 1857,
Which day the Preshytery of Maitland met,

Preshyteries of Sydney and Maitland, in the
former of which there are twelve clergymen,
and in the latter pine. I beg further to state
that, being anxiouslydesirous there should be no
misunderstanding with the parent Church as
to the present position of the Synod here, in re-
spect both to the Church at Home and also in re-
gard to the Synod here in connection with the
Free Church, the Synod of Australia. at their
annual mecting, instructed their Moderator and
Clerk to communicate on these matters with
the Colonial Committee of the Church of Scot-
land ; and. althengh the reports of the Preshy-
teries of Sydney and Maitland earry out in a
great measure the wishes of the Synod, still it
is resolved to comply with the instructions of
the Synod : and, therefore, you may still expect
befare the cnsuing meeting of the General As-
sembly a letter giving the Iatest intelligence
in refercuce to the subjects mentioned in the
afuresaid circular, and more esp.ecialiy as tathe |
peogre-< and probable result of the negotiations
for uniot. tow yoing «n between the Synod of
Austrajia in connection with the Established
Chareh of Seotland, and the Synod of Eastern |
Au-tralia in connection with the Free Church.
With nndaninished attachment ta our revered ]
and heloved Church, aud carnest prayers for her |

and was duly constituted—Inter alia—

The Moderator laid npon the table of Presty -
tery a letter which he had received from the
Sceretary of the Colonial Committee of the
General Assembly of the Church of Scotland,
dated 18th Sept., 1856, in which it was stated
that information was requested respecting the
relations in which the Preshyterian Churches of
Australia stand to one another—particularly,
whether all the ministers continue their former
relation to the Church of Scotland: what pro-
posale have been made for a union of the Pres-
by terian Churches: whether such proposals he
still pending, or. if otherwise, upon what ground
they have been declhined—and that an early re-
ply was solicited, in order that the information
thus proposed to be obtained shouldbe lrid before
the next General Assembly.

Whereupon the Presbytery.after due delibera-
tion, nnananously agreed to the following as
their reply :—

The Presbytery, in the outset, beg to observe
that. as the four colonics—viz.,New SouthWalcs,
Victoria, South Australia and Western Austra-

. lia,— which have been planted witun the con-

tinent of JAustraha, areall of them separate and
independent communities. so the Churches which
have been established i each of them respee-
tively, arc also eatirely independent of one an-



