
qucl.ec Literary and IJisioricid Society.

,u'er having (iwC)t so long, but ive hope not unnecessarily, t>pon
thie rise ;niîd progress ofarts and fiteratture iri the ancicrit wGrld, it may
not be iisnproper to take a cursory vieiv of tieir rise in modern Eu-
rope,aftcr they bail) heen so long eclipsed hy Gothic barbarisrn. Chris-
tianity, afto.r having dlewolisîzed in Europe ail the idols of Pagan an-
tiquity, prcserved soine of the arts to assist the piowers of persuasion,
and to flirour the preaxching of the GospelI; but in hloilig soit is to l'e
lamneited that, instead of die gay <ivinities of G recce and Ronte, it
crected monuments of terror and giloorniincss, stiitedl to the tragic
evetits ivhich sign-ialized its birth and progress -aînd the Gothic ages
have left us monuments, the boldrmes, and iiijiesty of ivhich stifi
strikie unidst the ruins ni taste anfld eleganitce. In these monuments,
hiotever, the arts becaine as hideous as lIme models they were for-
nied upon, and barbarous as the Princes and 1>ontiffs that encoura-
ce"j theim. Atlen.gth the period arrivedl for lessening those scaffold-
iiigs of' religion and soci.i1 policy. Trhe fine arts returnedl with litera-
turc front Greece into ltaly by the Mediterranean, wvhicli mnintained
ilhe commnerce belween Asia and uoe.The Hluns, under -.he
ninel of Goths had driven themn from Iloine to Constantinople ; and
the very saine people under the naine of rrurksexl>elled thein again
front Constanitinuplcto Hoine. Thai celebrated city once more became
the seat of the arts, which shte cultivated unli they look a deep and
wimle sprending moot throughout Enrope. ïThe pmogenitors of the

m erxrace of Europe and America, lioiever, wvho came abroad
to the po!,session of cultivated Provinces, retained the *arts they prac-
tise-d at honte : the new master hunted the boar, or pastured hij
herds, where lie ighit have raised a pleritiful harvest : he bujit a
cottage in the wing of a palace : lie huried iii ne common ruin, the
e<Iifices, septiltu res, paintings, and libruries of the former inhabitants:
he inamde a setticmemît upon a plan of his own, and opened anew the
-;ource of inventions, ivithout perceiving at a distance tn wha length
their progress miiglit lead his posterity. The cottage of the pea-
sant race,c flie that of the farmer, by (legrees enlarged its dirnen-
sins ; public uldns as we have already said, acquired a magni-
ficence in a newi taste. Even tîmis taste came, ini a course of ages, to
be exploded, and the peopfe of Europe recurred to the mnodels whicli
their fithers destroyed, and ivept over the ruins which they could
flot restore.

Th;it country of oh] so fruitful in heroes, and since in artists, be-
held literature, which îs the inseperable companion of arts, flourish
a second tine. It had been overiviielmed by ihe barbarismn of a la-
tinity corrupted and disfigured by religious cnthusiasm. The my-
thology of the Romnans revived iii literatui e and the graces ofantiquity.
Letters and arts, after cmossing the sea, passed the Alps. In the sanie
inanner as the Crusades had brougbt the oriental romances into Ita-
ly, The wars of Charles the eighth, and Louis the twelfth introduced
into France and the surrounding countries some principles of gond
literature. But the literary remains of antiquity have been studied and
iinitated, only after the original genius of modern nations had broke
forth. "1 £he rude efforts of poet ry in Italy and Provenice, says a çe-


