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THE ROBIN'S EGG.

WVhat wvas cver s0 dinty of hue ?
WVho can tell is it green. is it blue?

L ook, littie girl,
At tlîis hearîtiful peari

l-lid in the îîcst of the robin

Nay, litt-e girl !Na), nay, ln't toucli
Waiit for a wcel, -a week's not luch-

Mien coule licre, and sec
WhTlat there will be

liid in the îîcst of the robin

What shall you see ? A wonderful sighit.
1'hen, lijule girl, stcp) light, stel) liglit,

That no 501111( may be heard
Dy thie baby' bird

Hid in the nest of the robin
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NATURAL HISTORY FOR THE LITTLE ONES.

M!OIÏF Fî.ow'RS OF'rr SE..

,ADAITI) FROM Jtl- 'tNMCNA~IR WRIMIiT.

TUE FLIiNC FI.OWERS.

I knew a little boy wbo, the first timie that hc noticed
dragon-flies, cricd out " Oh, sec ail those fiowers fl% -
ing 1" TIhat î'as a pretty idea. It well descrihîed the
the dragon-flieq. l'heir shape, colours, aîîd mlotionis are
v'ery lovely. I ani1 sorry that such beautiltîl cratures
have had harsh naines givcn to thcm. Thcy are called

V)rgonFles,1Horse Stingers, l)arning Nýeçdies, Spindies,
ndso on. 'l'hese nines have nothing truc in thenm.

These pretty insects neyer luirai ail), un1e.
''le French peole eaul theni L ittle L adics. Nou

that is a nlicer naie. It is given to thlein bccauise they
-ire gracclul and l retty, and -ilso ileat and delicate, in
their looks and motions. 1i ew a manî who called he
insectl; Air Jewels. T1hîat ivas because i hev are alniost
always on the wing, and thecir cyes and bodies flashi and
shine like prccious genîs. I have known suIvl people to
sîart and screamn Mien one of these (lragonflics camîe
darting by. Tlhat was foolisli ; they iniglit as weil scrcaîn
at a rose or a violet.

he>' are ver>' active iii their motions, anîd are very
Seldoni at reqr. l'hey 9y 5o Swiftly that )-ou eaui ý,carcel
sec thieir tlîin wings, but onlly the flash of their l>righi
coloured bo&cs. D)ragon fliles like dampl or wvet places.
Vou w'lhl find Ïiera abo% e lakes and ponds. 'rhey flh
over mnarsby pl.,ces or b> the edges of quiet rens
'I'hierc youl 'viII sC hundreds of gay dragon files darting
Up and down. Tic>' swing in the sunhbeais, as if glad
to bc ahlive. 1 i dt ir great beaut thic dragon files art.
as prett>' al; the l)uterfiies. Like them, they loc the
sunine. '[bey aire the bhildreti of the suinincr tnnie.
Tlîe hotter the weatàer, the hiappier the dragon flics
secti to be.

'l'lie wide wings look hike dehicate lace spircad on a
fine frain. AX littie Oîiilu who founid one of these
wings; brouglit it to nie, saying "I 1d(ot a dood pic
of lace ?'

W~hile it is an egg, a laîva, and a pupa, it ivcs under
the watcr. Oiîly wlîcn abolit to burst frorn tlîc pupa-
case, and at last get its wings, does it Icave the water

and seek the upper air. This larva docs not milî ater
its food, but lies waitiîîg for it. On
the bottoni of tic pond, hîidden iii
tlîe slîadow of a Icaif, root, or stomie,
or seated on steiîs or kcaves thiat
are under witer, the larva waits
pitictitly ior its prey to coule b>'.
1)id >'ou ev'er sec a person wvith a
ilet for catclîing insccts? As iii-
scts dart b>', the person witlî tlîe

I net briîîgs it downi over dictan witi
a quick, motion.

'l'lie dragoîî.fiy larva lias sortie-
thing nituch like this to catch its
food. Wheîn tlîe prcy counes by,
tHc larva siîaps out its rou, and so
catches the "ings that are sw'ini-

t ~. Ç ,e ing aloiîg a uittle way off. Thcy
~-s( do îlot sc their foc, and do tiot

\ know that lie cari reach so far with
"h is swccp net.

I Suppose th'p little cratures that
swini along ledl quite happy and
sale, and tieu, ail at once, out
sprinigs this ive.on and thcy ar
'roile. But this little plague of the
pond is îlot quite salle biliseîf.
There are sonie other ectures

p -. down rinder the water tbat cat lîini.
Ail nature is a kind of gaine of

__ "tit for tat,"* you sec.
Once tue larva wanted notbing

better irai to chase bugs abolit
under watcr. Now, ail at once it
lonîgs for the fre air and for the
suin. It nccds 11o onc to tell it
wlîat to dIo. It kntovs eactly how

It Sceks the btellî of soile tali
ret.1 that grows in the 'xatur.

r -. Slowly it crawls up tHie stemn. 'l'lie
lîoks on the feet take fast hold as

HiOME 01:il it gou.-, and it keeps on uintil it is
iRAtO\ îi l narl> a yard above water. It

drives thc hooks into the stemi. I r
lkesbt tu find tNo redslý or steins near, so tlîat it can

take hold of both and sing latweeiî the tivo. '[len,
likec a t.hild iii a sw ing, it begins to sway to and fro.
Now, as it sways, a strange thing happens. 'l'lie liard
pul)a-casc splits open upon the back, and look.
inside the case, ive sec the perfect insect, with
its wing' s

The new insect twists and pulls, and .so gets free and
little Io little its liad, les,%iilgb, and long body coule
forth, aînd fiuiall) biang onl> by tie libt ring of the lîod%.
*l'lienî you mould think it va.s dead. But it ib oti>) rcst-
ing. .\îrabout flçteen minluies il, aw.,kes. Taking
hold firi i wh ità lect upon a stelîl or leaf, it lut> go its
hîold ulmn the î>ulpa-.u. Tha.t is heut hanging h% its
hiooks lu its place.

lcru i:' iîow a dragoil-fi>, with large head, wvith two
greât clubter %>s i.\lgs four wvings, and long, briglît-
hued bud% ' But stili the insect dut:> flot look like the
fulI-inade dragon-fi). 'lle t.olourb are ou, and tue
wings are folded uj). 'l'lie body is soIt, dati), and
too short. 'l'lie big eyes arc dliii. Nom and
dien its w ing.s quiver. As thev quiver the) spIread
out, fold aiter flid, as silkcii banniers %wate out upoîî
the air. 'l'lien at last thicy are sprcad out %vide in
.ail tlieir bc..ut>. 'l'it dragoiî-fly bias reaclied itb last anîd
higlicst state. It can ral away w'bere it pleases on its
iîew wiiîgs.
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