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THE COMMERCIAL.

One Handread Years of Leather
Making.

People have become so accustomed
to seaing and wearing leather that is
satisfactory In ecvery respect that It
Is difitcuit to reallze how they man-
aged to do without such splendid ma-
terlal 100 years ago.

Bark has always been a standard
tanning mater!al in the Unlted States,
and to-day it 1s still the chief tanning
agent for the production of sole, h-r-
ness and belting leathers. Bark-tan-
ned upper leathers, whlile excellent in
thelr day, have been largely replaced,
however, by ‘‘combinvtion’ or sumac
and gambier tannages and the chrome
process, which is distinctly chemical.

The old-fashioned tannery, with its
bark mill, operated by horse power,
has been replaced by machinery for

grinding, sifting and rolling the
crushed bark, so that it will more
caedly glve up its tamnin. It is not

very long ago ¢hat tanners were con-
tent to make 200 pounds of sole leath-
er from a cord of bark. To-day the
figure is nearer 400 pounds of sole
leather.

It is not more than 20 years ago

that a young C(erman chemist as-
tounded our tanners soon after hls
arrival by proving that they were

Iraving & large percentage of tannin
in their so.called spent bark, which
was thrown into the furnace. Under
Improved methods of leaching, bark
tanners can reduce the tannin in ex-
housted bark to about 1 per cent. and
this small resldue might be secured if
the effort was worth Its cost.

Chrome tannage may be safely put
down as the ¢’ <rlumph  during
the past century ... the manufacture
of upper leather. This {s strictly a
chemical method and has been mostly
used In making leather from goat,
Kid, sheep and calf skins and cow
hides. It is not employed as freely in
tanning «cowhides for upper leather,
and its use in making harness, belting
and sole leathers has been practleally
abandoned, as the speclal solidity re-
quired s better obtalned from bark
llquors. The pathway to success in
chrome tanning Is dotted with the
financial graves and sepulchers of
carnest and ambitious men, who were
not destined to achieve the victory
which fell to others, It was a struggle
wherein men dled of broken hearts,
unable to reap the golden harvest of
success,

Tannery architecture is vastly bet-
ter than It was In bygone days. The
modern tannery Is not a foul smell-
ing place, but clean and thereby
healthy. Time was when cattle hair
from tannerles was regarded as
fleld fertilizer, but that era of waste-
fulness is passed, and for plastering,
felting, common carpeting and other
useful purposes cattle halr brings
considerable money to tannere. In
like manner the fat flesh of hides and
skins Is botk.d down and the resultant
grease sold to soap manufacturers.

One of the striking changes in the
tannery world is the Increased tend-
ency to employ the aid of science,
rather than sneer at and reject it. It
cannot be denied that years ago
chemistas with misdirected enthuslasm
did foolish things in tanneries, caus-
fng severe losses and encouraging 2
wave of distrust among tanners which
lingered for many years.

One hundred years ago a tanner
would not have thought of putting his
bark, water, olls, greases and tannery
Mquors under sclentific supervision
from time to time. The tanners of
to-day are not content with chemical
criticism of the materigls they em-
ploy, but take palns to possess the
best mechanical alds to success in
thelr business.

The modern tanner of to-day is &
great bellever In machinery, and in
line with this willngness inventors
have been encouraged to burn the
midnight oll for the benefit of the
leather trade.

It is not so very long ago that it
was customary among men to oil and
grease their boots and shaoes, particu-
larly during the winter. It was part
of the religion of many men ulso to
wear hoots, particularly during the
winter. To-day shoes are purchas-
able at very reasonable prices which
retain thelr comfortable softness and
flexibility, no matter how often they
may be wet. Women's shoes also are
wonderful value to-day for moderate
rioe.

Dlt has been a qulet but eventful

century of pregress In Jeather mak-
ing, and 1t Is difficult to see very much
opportunity for further Improvement.
~Hlide and Leather, Chicago.

India’s Rice Crop,

The final general memorandum on
the rice crop of India of the season
1000-01 shows that the area under
rice In the three great rice-producing
provinces, Burma, Bengal and Mad-
ras, s, approximately, fitty mitllon
actes, A smaller area by about two
milllon acres than that sown last
year, The ylecld is estimated at 22,
000.000 tons. This i3 about 8 per
cent. less than last year, and also =&
little less than the average. The area
under cotton lIs about a fifth larger
than last year, but still a {itthe larger
than the average., The yleld Is very
much larger than last year, wk2n the
conditions were disastrously bad in
Western and Central Indla. The ex-
ports to foreign countries during the
present year have serlously declineq,
ns a result of the small quantity
avallable from last year's extremely
Lad crop and of the great increase In
price; however, a materlal recovery
in the trade may now confidently be
anticipated. With regard to the sug-
ar-cane crop of 1000-01, the area un-
der crop Is slightly smaller than it
was last year, but the season was, on
the whole, favorable to the crop, while
tast year it was extremely bad, Con-
saquently, a yleld of 50% milllon cwt.
18 expected in Bengal, the Northwest-
ern Provinces and Oudh, and the Pun-
Jab, the yleld last year being only 37
miliion cwt. Of course, this estimate
of 2,537,000 tons by no means repre-
sents the total yleld of cane sugar in
India. No estimate of quantity is
glven by Madras, and, in fact, such
an estimate is given for only the three
provinces named above. It is pro-
bable that the yleld will not be less
than three million tons, and it may
e more. With regard to the compe-
titlon between native and {mported
sugar, the director .of land records
and agriculture states that the prices
of the foreign artlcle are stlll cheaper
than the home-made article. Gurda-
apur is the only district from avhich
any sign Is given of the sugar-refin-
ing industry recovering from the de-
pression from which it has suffered
in late years. The demand for crush-
ing mills Is Increasing, but the trading
classes are not yet ready to admit
that the counter-valling du.les have
had any effect upon the sugar-refining
industry.

e =

Canada’s Canals.

“Expert engineers all agree that the
usetul%eess of the Erle canal as a high-
way of commerce is practically end-
ed,” says the Detrolt News-Tribunc.
“Trafiic is falling off so rapidly that
soon it will be of énsignificant propor-
tions. The state has recently thrown
away $9,000,000 In work which does
not afford a penny in return. The pro-
posed expenditure of $15,000,000 more
to complete a -foot channel is regard-
ed as a useless waste of money, be-
cause no waterway which requires a
breaking of bulk and transfer ot
freight from lake shipping at Buftalo
can hope to compete with the rall-
roads. On the other hand it Is the
universal opinton that through trafilc
from the lake ports to New York by
means of 2 ship canal will always hold
its own agalinst rallroad competition.
The Erle camal, once the maln avenue
of travel and commerce between the
easl and the west, has passed its day
of usefulness like the old stage coach.
1t has become a source of great incon-
venlence in the cities of Rochester,
Syracuse and other large towns. The
lake route would enable the state to
abandon the unused portions of the
big ditch, and wherever it Is in the
way it could be filled up and the
ground occupled for other purposaes.

RED DEER, ALTA—

ALBERTA NOTEL

BEATTY & BRINDLI, Proprictors.

. and E. dinlng hall, good sample roons
and overy accommodation for commcteial
trasellers and the general public

WETASKIWIN, ALTA—~

ICRITERION HOTEL
F. M. HAMILTON, Proprictor.

New bullding, newly furnished, hot and
cold baths, heated by furnace and lighted
with gax, good sample rooms.
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HOTEL LELAND

Headquarters for commercial men,
CITY HALL SQUARSE.

ORYDEN, ONT.

DRYDEN HOTEL
A. R. HUTCHINSON, Prop.
Headquarters for commercial and mip-
log wen and the general publle,
RAT PORTAGR
HILLIARD HOUSE
LOU!S HILLIARD, Prop.
First-class accommodation for commer-
clal men. .

RAPID CITY N
QUEEN’'S HOTEL
THOS. EVOY, PROP.
Headquarters for commercial travellers.

Free bus meets all traine.

BIRTLB

ROSSIN HOUSE
B. FENWICK, Prop.
Jood dation: teleph
tion with the station; sample rooms; inside
closet. Llvery lu connection.

YORKTON

BALMORAL HOUSE
McDOUGALL BROS., Props.
Good sample rooms and every accommo-
datlon for the genenl public. Heated by
furnace and lighted by acetylene gas.

ROSTHERN—-

OCCIDENTAL HOTEL
H. A. McEWEN, Prop.
New house. Up-to-date appointments.

PRINCE ALBERT

PRINCE ALBERT HOTEIL
DAVID POLLOCK, Prop.

First-class accommodation. Good sam
ple rooms for commerclal men. Bus
vects all trains.

ROSTHERN

QUEEN’S HOTEL
CAZES & POIRINR, Props.

Every accommodation tor commercls)
travellers,

NOOSE JAW

THE MAPLE LEAF HOTEL
EDW. C. MATHEWS, Prop.

Heated bﬁ steam. Llshtod with acety-
as. Hot snd cold baths.  Barber

line
shop In connection. Commerelal teunks
moved from and to station free. Rates §2

per day, including sample room.

STRATHCONA

STRATHCONA HOUSE
W. H. SHEPPARD, Prop. *
Firat-class, Opposite depot.

EDMONTON

ALBERTA HOTEL
JACKSON & ORIBRSON, Proprietors.
Sample rooms. Free bus. Livery in

0

TRERERNE
LELAND HOTEL

W. F, LER, Prop.

¥irat-cluss accommodation for
clul Travellers, etc.

GLENBORO—
QUEEN’S HOTEL
M. E. NEVINS, Prop. ;

Best botel on the Glenboro branch. Three
large and first-class sample rooms.
NAPINKA~- .

HOTEL LELAND.
B. RALLONQUIST, Prop.
First-class in every department. Sataple

tooms. Every convenlence for the travel.
ling public. Opposite C. P, R. depot.

DELORAINE—-

PALACE HOTEL.

LAIRD & McGARVEY, Props.

Néw bullding, new furnishings, furnace
heating, acetylene gas. First-class. Large
sample roowms.

MACOREGOR, MAN.

THE STANLEY HOUSE
E. WATSON, Prop.

Firet-class accommodation for travellers.
Commodlous sample rooms, Livery and
feed atable In cconection. All kinds of
teaming attended to.

GRISWOLD~

WESTERN MANITOBA HOTEL
T. B. McDONALD, Proprletor.

Good accommodation for the travelling
public. Under mew and greatly supetior
management.

ELKHORN

HOTEL MANTTOBA
W. J. DIXON, frop.
New bullding. New luratishl Fur-
aace hnunf. Acetyline gas. First.class.
Large sample roome.

FLEMING
WINDSOR HOTEL

W. GEO. CLEVERLY, Prop,

New management. Rates $1.36. Reno-
vated snd refurnished. Commodious sam-
Heated by hot sir.

Commer-

ple rooms. Livery
and feed stable In connection. Inslde
eloset.

QU'APPELLE—

LELAND HOTEL

LOVE & RAYMOND, Proprietors.
Newly turnished and vnder new manage-
ment. Good sample rooms.

INDIAN HEAD—
ROYAL HOTEL

H. W. SKINRER, Proprietor.

Every accommodation for the
public. Heated by furnace: light
acetylene gas. Bus' meets all tralns.

eneral
with

MACLEQD

MACLEOD HOTEL
R. 8. IRWIN, Prop.

Good sample rooms and every accommo-
dation for commercial travellers and the
geaeral ‘publlc. Rates $200 per day. Bus
to and from all trains.

PINCBER CREEK,

HOTEL ARLINGTON
MITCHELL & DOBBIE, Props.

New DBuliding, New and Commodious
Bedrooms, Pariors, Bath Rooms, and
Sample Rooms. Newly ¥Vurnished, Heated
Throughout with Hot Alr, Lighted by Gas.
Electric Bells In every room. Culsine sec.
ond to none, and the best stock of Wines,
Lhiuou and Cigars io Alberta,

Miss Michell, Matron,

CRANBROOK, B. C.
CRANBROOK HOTEL
JAB. RYAN, Prop.

Large and convenient sample rooms and
200d accommodation for commercial men.
Rates 3200 a dry.

FORT STEELE, B. C.
HOTEL WINDSOR

Headquarters for commercial and min
ing men. All modern conveniences, Large
ssinple rootus for commercial men.

MOYIrF, B. C.
THE CENTRAL HOTEL
V. DESAULNIER, Prop.

Headquarters for commercial and min
ing men. Sample rooms. Rates per day.

REVELSTOKB, B. C.

HOTEL VICTORIA
JOHN V. PERKS, Prop.

Large and well lighted sample rooms
Hot alr and_electric bells and light in
every room. Night Grill Room in coonec
tion for the comvenlence of guests artiv
fog and departing by night trains,

NEW WESTMINSTER, B. C.

HOTEL COLONIAL
3. & INSLEY, Proprietor.

Speclal atteation given to commercia!
travellers. Charges moderate.

NANAIVO, B, C. .

HOTEL WILSON
AR0. R. RAYMOND, Proprietor.

Hevdquarters for commercial travetlers
Weil lighted '.-Il. TOOmMS,
Booking ofice Alberni Stage.




