Irrigation in Alberta,

Many people are not aware of the
progress made In frrigation work in
the western portion of our territories,
principally in southern Albertn, The
many fine streams which issne from
the eastern stope of the Rocky moun-
tains, affurd an excellent menns of ir-
rigating large avens of tnad in the
westorn portion of the Territortes,

In the southern districts of Athertn
the climate is too dry Tor suceessful
agriculture, one yoear with another, un-
less the needed moisturs is supplicd by
means ol irrigation. Those who know
what wounderinl results have boen ge-
complishied by means of irrigntion in
other countries, may form some kien
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back to the farmer lu noearly all coun-
tries.  The tliler of irrigated laud In
a dry reglon, need not fear hpury
from too mueh rain, while ho can
regulate s supply of inolsture to
meot the requiroments of the crops.
The last report of the Dopartment of
the Interior says regarding frrigation
tn the wost:

“1t is worthy of note that theo large
and hoalthy growth of Irrigation de-
volopment as evidenced theroin, is
lnrgely tho outcome of personnl ef-
forts or the regideut population in
thelr endeavor to improve existing
conditions, und {8 not in the remotest
sense attributable to any attempt to
“hoom” {rrigation or the coustruction
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dertaking which is {n an experimental
gtage, or from which the results are
uncertan.’’

The Cnlgary Irrigation Company,
who were owners of the flume shiown
in the accompanying illustration, had
TO0 acres of land under irrigation
cast of the Elbow river and oouth of
the Bow river, near Calgary, Alberta.
The main system of tho company is

capable of serving water for about
5,000 acres of land.  The flume shown
in the Hlustration was a  smaller
brauch one, and not their main ditch,
and was built for the purpose of frrie
gnting the 700 acres Just referred to.

Calgary Irrigation Company’s Flume

as to what may be accomplished in the
semi-nrid portions of our vast west-
orn plains by means of irvigation. Tae
soitis all right. All that isrequired is
molsture. Once the required work for
irricating has successfuliy Theen ac-
complished, the farmer is no longer de-
wencent upon the weather for the re-
quired supply of moisture necessary
for the development of crops.

The tilier of irrigated land s there-
fore really tn a better position in thig
respect, than i8 the farmer wiio re-
sides fn a district where irrigation is
not required under ordinary condi-
tims,  Insufficient or superabund-
ant rafafall, or rainB at jnopportune
times, make up the principal draw-
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s the Elbow river, which was destroyed by the freshet sume weeks ago.

of Irrigation works. 1t may be sufe-
Iy safd thnt in very few of the new
and undeveloped portions of Western
America, have the settlers evinced a
greater readiness to help themselves
by pstriving to overcome nature’s
shortcomings in the way of insuffi-
clent moisture than has been shown
by our population in the arid portion
of the Territories during the past two
years. 'That this fact is sure to ald
in the rapid growth of the irrigation
principie, and result in the early con-
struction of the larger works requir-
ing combined effort apd capital, will
be reallzed by those who liave experi-
onced the many difficuities to be over-
come in interesting cgpital in any un-

New Coal Company.

The new company which ashort
time saxo acquired the Roche Percee
Coal Co.'s mines in Northeastern As-
siniboin, is preparing to fncrease the
output of their mines during the com-
ing coal scason. Tho mines are
now being put in readiness to begin
putting out coal in a week or so. The
company Is spending considerable in
improving the property, in new plant,
bulldings, tte. Anotlier spur track wili
also he put in. The company has open-
ed an office at 485 Main street, Win-
nipeg. The property is now emtirely in
the hands of Englislv capitalists, who
will operate as the Roche Percee Colv
liery Co.



