
distriot8, such as the Northi Somkatchiewau
country thon waa, and the mtovement of now
settlcis ta te western portion of thu province,
sean cliangad tho conditions whiob ruled earl.
ler. The contre of rural population was moved
wcstward fromn the Red river vallay. W'inni-
peg continuad ta grow rapidly, ln population
aud commercial i mportance, but the country
immediate)y eurroundiulg theL city, did net
keep Pace in .itis developinent. Whitîe IVin.
nipeg fully iintained, and hb aven inecased
hier euprCmaoy as the~ metropolis of the WVest,
the seuliement and developoient of the rural
district surrounding tho city,bas been compare-
tively s1.ow.

Quite a number af now attiers have conte in,
and replaced te original inlhabi tan ta who nioved
away narthwest, but there is stili a vat arca of
vacant land surrounciing Winnipeg, and in
other districts af -)asteru Manitab*, which is
well adapted te settlement. The speculators,
it niay bc salas bave not realized, opon their
holdings as tbey expccted. White thera %ve
large quantitica ai free lands in the west, Bnw
sattlers would- not purchase tram sapeculators
who hea the lands af the eut Many af those
speculators have itow become tircd oi holding
at bigla price, and they arc willing te oel
at very reasnable prices. Niow settlers have
now te go much fartber away te obtain free
lands, than they were abliged ta go a few Yeats
ago, and some prefer ta boy landsin the eust,
rather than go fat forth and west Thus the
last year or two, there have been more new
sauters locating around Vinnipeg and in other
esatern districts, than there weie a few Years
&go. There ie still room for inany more, and
where a -Oeil tarin can be bad in the eut at a
reasonable price, there ane nome advantages in
buying it, in preterence te xnaving ta very re-
tt districts, aven when the land. ai excellent

quality at that, cau ho hiadt for nothing.
The saoi ai the Winnipeg district la a deep,

black mould, varying from one ta four foot ln
thickness, with a stiff dlay enuisait. This la
cbaracteristic of the Red Rtver valley. The
land la heavier as a roie than that f urther west,
and is harder te wark than in nome districts.
The astern portion et the provinro is aba more
in Baud of drainage than tho west. Tho need
ef drainage loi lu tact the principal drawback.
In the lighter oeal sud more rolling country ai
the west, drainage is nlot required te any ex.
teut i many districts. Thtis question ai drain.
age, however, la only a inatter af time, and in a
tew Yeats iL is likely this drawback wiii bu
rcmedied.

The &advantages et the est are, rich, strong
soit, nearnesa te mnarket, abondance et bay, and
supplies et weod and watcr. The 191w distrizzts
afford abuadance et hay in dry scasons, îvhen
the crop is 11gb t an tho bighiands, thos making
the euat a favorite district for stock farming.
Thtis la ahown hy tho tact that notwithstinding
the Iimited 9ettlement, mont ef the checso
factatien and ceameries et Manitoba &a lu tha
Red iver valley coutry.

The inost important adrantage for the WVin-
nipeg district, however, is that et neanea te
mnarket. %Vinnipeg is the only important con-
suming market in M.%anîtobz for farinera pro-
duce. Ai the other towna et the provin"~ are
amail yet, and the qnantity et produce requir-
ed for local consomption is as a rude ranch lois
than that produocd by tho tarmers et the imme-

diate vicitilt>. Iu tho case et Winnipeg it is
différent. It takes a large quanilty af praduce
to sîpply tha city, and ln many articles, sucb
as qutter, cggs, etc., tho farinera are net able ta
mneet tho local deî'iaud. Thus, WVinnipeg net
oniy cousuimr tha bulk et ta prodacetfront the
country iînniediatoly surrounding, but the City
la compolled ta druiv tram entaide pointa iu
Manitoba, ta inaske up tho balance afilier re.
quiremonts. Prices for tartnea' produce, such
as butter, cggs, cheese, grains, etc., are, there.
tare, gaeraily higitor thoan at athar points.
Titis ls a decided adivatitage fer the fariners ai
the district. The soi[ ai the WVinnipeg district
is admirably adapted te market gardeniug, as
îvell as te grewing grain. For gardon truck,
the Winnipeg district probably excella, aud
thore ar a Luinher ai truck fariners in the
viciity ai the city Who are daing Weil. Ali
route and vegetables wbich can be grewn lu a
temporale cimate, do weil. (Jelery and cauli.
flower attain a wondcrfttl state ai perfection in
the district, sud are largaly grown.

Another point whicb aboulé[ be borne lu
mind la the future value of land. It cau
scarcely ie doubted but that WVinnipeg wili con.
tinue te grew sud op paco with the ganeral
developmnt et the country. Titis meaus that
the population et the City will bu nuuibered by
hundreds et thoands ici the not ver distant
tuturé. On account ai the quantity et vacant
land,, tirme cau naw ba pnrchaese t ram $2 ta
$20 par acre, according te the distance frein
the city and the quality et the land. Surround.
îng ne othar city on the continent et the sains%
size, can good iérifing aud gardening lands bie
bought secbeaply as areund Winnipeg. Wben
these lands are taken op more clasely. aud as
the population et the city grews, the value ot
farmea will increase, sud a few Yatrs hence, the
ewner ai a good farmh near Winnipeg will, un-
doubtedly, bie the pasoaor et a preperty of
great value.

Wirnilpeg-Where le ft and Wliat
is it.

A FEW lvOxDS ABUT TI(C PROSPExOUS ,.IETRa-
POLIS OF TIIII CANÂlIAn VRAÀIRlnS.

Take a modern msp ef the continent of
Northt America, and after uling it up witb te
oye, place a peoter open the spot yen consider
about the centre et the map. Thon examine,
and yen Witt fiad. that your pointer is upc.n or-
net very tar t ram the Word"I WVinnipeg."~ If
thia la net the case, Yen may consider the tact
due ta the inaccuraey eof your sight. Mark that
we hve said a nioedern ni ip mnust ho used lu
tlîis experiment. Wirunipeg la a ncw place.
Tbe geograpby in use la Cénadiatu achools a
few ycars &go, did net show uer tell et t ex-
istence et snch a pla&e. Unlee-s, theretore.
Yen take s lato utap, Yeu wauld search in vain
for the word Wiuipeg&, for it would net bo
therc.

But tbaugh thn ruapiand geographies af a
f ew Yeats aga, aaid nothing about Winnipeg,
thera arc net moany cities on tho continent te-
day thataro moro widely knowu tbtan this xame
city et Winnipeg. Certainly nana more wide-
ly known whea age la considered.

Winnipeg la:ln tact the central City et the con-
tinent of 'North Anserica, as the xnap wlll reid-
ily show. It lu, mnoreever, the central city et

the P>rovinîce ai Manitoba, sala, Province baiug
the central or keystone ai the Canadian Con-
federatiort. It ls also tho commercial maetra.
polis af central Canada, a vast raglan extand.
ingc tram Lake Suparior te the ltocky Men.-
tains. Tho tradte ai tae city cxtends even be-
youd these li.nits, for the rcpresentativea of
Winnipeg lieuses inuy freqnently ho met with
pusbing business as fat West a-i the Pacifie
ceast, wbite the exporting bouses o!' the city, iu
grain, fteur, etc., have their connections in the
sesperts ai the Atlantie conat, anci across the
Atlantic in Europe. Thus, commtrerciaily, WVin.
nipeg ba a vast flold te work lu, aven wben
the limita ua contracted ta the teàritory which
is dircctly tributary te bier, and witbin this
territary 81>0 la %ithoue. a rival.

IVe bavc reniarkecd that the geographies ai n
teîv yeais ago, did net mention sncb a place as
Winnipeg. Occgraphies lnu tse lu Canadian
sehools, îvheu men wbo are yet Young enougit
ta ho only entering business lite, wore scitea
boys, wonld, howrever, show a littIe colored
spot in theobhut of the continent, 'whicii ws
termced tho "Red River sattlement,"~ aud about
the centre ai this suttiement, a littîs bamdet
called Fort Garry was iocated. Tho gcography
nfforded vary little information about the
«settlement" or the surronnding country.
We were iutormed tlint tho RIed 'River settie.
ment was au iso)lated colony, cstablisbedl by
Lord Selkirk, in the lower valles ai the Red
and Assiniboine rivera. Fort Garry was the
headquartera ot the sottlement. The great
territory north and weat of this settietuent was
aaid te a i of"vast extent." The inhabitants
iueiuded B «"to% white tradZers sud heaibretcda
and Indien tribes. " The experta wera «"chiefly
f ors." A fewr notes were addedl %boat the
physical features et tae country. This was
about all the Wiormation which cauld bo
gleaucdl tram the geographies in une lu Cana.
diau scheols iu the soventies. The RIed River
settiement spoken et bas heceme tae nauclus ai
the great Province et Manitoba, sud Fort Garry
ks now Winnipeg.

Winnipeg in built on the banks ef the 'Red
river, at a peint whero the Assiniboine river
unites with tce former. Party miles down, the
RIed emptiea; into L-ike Winnipeg, % largo body
ai water 6,550 equare miles in zize. A vast
system. ai iniana navigation is tributary te the
City, which te ha utihized teOthe boat advan.
tage requires sema imprevements, allaif wbich
ceuld bo carricd ont at a comparatively trifling
cost. Thoso navigable waters woe the bigh.
ways et trado sua travel lu the old days of the
fut tridera,. sud thoy wiIl ne doubt play an
important part as channels af commerce in the
future. Sinca the advent of ralways, the
wtaterways have beau ucglectedl te sema citent,
but their great value ta the city and the can-
try at large has net beau, lest uight oi, and
thora la now a popuiar deusud for the improve.
menti uacessary te the utiliziog of thasa navi-
g.ble waters te tho host aivantage. Whitc
Winnipeg ie generally spokon et ax au lulaud
City, it nevertheless bas hundreds ai miles ef
navigable waters tributtary teit. Sine author-
lUies dlaim, that with certain 'iruprevementa,
thousanfis ai miles of navigable water
coula, bc meel tribntary te the City. The City
la built opon a rather flat looality, but thte tweo
rivera utamed affora good drainage


