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EDITORIAL NOTES.

The marriage link in the United States is brittle, divorces having
increased with alarming rapudity. In Europe there is but one divorce in
every 300 matriages, while over the border, one in sixteen of the marriage
ties are ruthlessly snapped. By many people of the United States marriage

is rded as a civil contract, but such people have a most uncivil way of
obscrving i,

. The reputation of the writer of a magazine article has really more to do
with its tinancial value than has the literary merit of the contribution.
$1250.00 was recently paid to the Hon. W. E. Gladstone by the publishers
of the Nineteenth Century magazine for his article on ** Locksley Hall
Sixty Years After,” at least $1000 of which the grand old man pocketed on
account of his prominent position as & British Statesman,

. Those who feel an interest in secuning humane treatment for the poorin
Digby County, and are saatisfied that Messts. Adams and Ambrose, who
have 90 vigorosly denounced the white slavery which exists in that section
of the Province, can give tangible expression to the same by snbscribing
tovards the expenses incurred by Mr. Adams while defending his course
in the civil courts. Mr. Adams should not be all. ~ed to shoulder the bur-
den of these costs. He made his stand against the farming-out system in
the interests of humanity, 2nd humauity is the common platform of all raen
possessed of hearts capable of understanding and sympathising with the
oppressed poor.  Contributions forwarded to the Rev. ]J. Ambrose, Digby,
will:be gratefully received and promptly acknowledged.

Theosophy, or Christian scientism, which at the present time is bein
taught in Halfax, Truro, Kentville, and other cities and towns in the Man-
time Provinces, will be better understood when we say that it is transcendental-
ism. It is the transcendence of mind, soulor spirit over matter. According
to the apostles of this faith, sicknessand death have no existence excepting
in our mortal belicls ; and so soon as men can bring themselves to this high
level of spirituality, sickness and death will disappear. From our partial
investigation and study of this subject, we are led to the conclusion that
Chritian scientism itself has never reached its own ideal. The wond.tful
mind cures which are reported, have, so far as we can ascertain, been made
upon persons suffcring from nervous disorders, aud we have yet to learn

that these scientists have succeeded in producing any effect when organic
3 eristed p g any (28
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During 1886, eight peaks of the Alpe, hitherto inaccessible, were
ascended by adventurous partics, but cleven persons lost their lives in
climbing, ten being killed and onc frozen to death,

The Historical Society of St John have determined to celebrate the
Qucen's Jubilee by erecting an iron railing with stone apnroaches arsund
the old Loyalist burying ground. St. John is the uldest coloniat city in the
British Empire, and the Historical Society has done well to thus nae its best

endeavors to beautify the spot where lie many of the hon>red founders of
our sister city.

Attracted by the profits that have been derived fron the rearing of
ostriches and the sale of their feathers, enterprising ind vid ials hav: at
various times exported these birds from the Cape ot Good Hope t» uch
divergent quaiters as India, Suuth Australia, the River P ate, and New Zea-
land ; and in all these it is said that the birds are th ivine nntably so in
the last-named colony, from which a first consignment of feathers was

1 | recently brought to England. The Cape will, therefore, no longer be able

to boast of monupolising this industry.

The news frum Europe is less warlike than that «f last week. Well may
the European powers pause before entering upon a struggle, the political
effects of which are so uncertain. The cost of miintaining their present
enormous armies is small when compared with the hurden of heavy war
debts, and the maintenance of the families of those who have been killed
in battle. As a result of the Franco-Russian war, there were in one Pro-
vince of Russia no less than 12,000 widows and over 22,000 children who
had to be supported by charity.

The advance of 2 or 3 per ton in the price of coal since.the strike of
the handlers in New York, is a serious matter to the managers and propric-
tors of manufacturing establishments; but these wholesale consumers, most
of whom have laid in their winter supply, suffer but little as compared with
the thousands of poor people who buy their coal by the scuttiefull To
them, the advance of from seven to fifteen cents means cheerless, cold apart-
ments, and thus it is that the laboring classes invariably are the greatest
sufferers from these ill-advised strikes.

Our North-West Mounted Police are armed with Winchester rifles,
which should be all that they require, even were they called upon to use
them. Itis stated that these Winchesters are to be called in,and the forces
armed with the new Manchester rifle, just now so popular in England.
Such a change is uncalled for. If there is any extra money to spend. let
the boys be properly mounted, not like those of Prince Albert, with sixty
horses 0 two hundred mien ; but with a horse apicce, and a good one at

that. With a good sturdy pony and a Winchester nfle, 2 mounted police-
man is equal to half a ton of rod men.

Among Maritime Frovincial men, Dr. Grant, Principal of Queen's Col-
lege, Kingston ; George Stewart, editor of the Queliec Chronicle; Robert
Burdette, of the Brooklyn Eagle ; Prof. C. G. D. Roberts, of Kings Collese.
and Mr. J. Hunter Duval, the poet of Prince Edwaid Island, have won
distinction in the literary world. With the spread of cducation and the
improvement in the literary tastes of our people, we may hape that the now
small army of literateurs who are cither nauves or residems of the Mari-
time Provinces, will be greatly augmented. e understand that Mr. J.
Hunter Duval is about to publish 2 new drama, entitled Roberval, the Com-
panion of Jacques Cartier.

The Windsor and Annapolis authorities have at length come to the con-
clusion, that, in complying with the reasonable demands of the public, they
can best serve their own interests.  The much-needid early train to Halifax,
which the citizens of Kentville and Windsor have a0 long asked for, is in a
short time to be put on, and the run from Kentville to Halifax, instcad of
pccupying, as it now does, upwards of five hours, wiil be made in less than
three. The news of this new departure will be receivéd with pleasure all
along the line of 1ailway ; and it will likewise be good news to hur.dreds of
our citizens, who will be able to leave the city after business hours on
Saturday, spend the Sunday in the country, and again return to town on
Monday several hours before the boom of the twelve w'clock gun,

The ice palace erected at Montreal this year is one of the grandest
structures of the kind ever yet built. Nearly 2 century and a half azo,
Auna, Empress of Russia, caused an ice palace to be constructed at St.
Petersburg upon the bank of the Neva, which lasted from January to March,
in 1740, and elicited from the gentle English poet, William Cowper, one of
the wost magnificent apostrophes that ever issned from his touching aod
sympathetic pen,  “ No forest fell,” he wrote, addressing the * Tinpenial
mistress of the fur clad Russ,” ** When thou wouldst build, no quarny sent
its stores to enrich thy walls; but thou didst hew the floods, ani make thy
marble of the glassy wave,”  H.w insign ficant would the palace on the
Neva appear in Cowper's eyes, as compared with the wagnificent crystal

palace now to be seen near to the banks of the mighty St. Lawrence.



