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@ Jiberte publishes | of my stutemsnts on fito it the Navy Desi tary of ‘tha Nuvy tb

' puroﬁhsb‘ thd* ;htent

the follonjng particulars in relntion to the |partment at Washingtsn, iie-'also by refes right for the use of-the Navy, which was

esoapo of Marshl Bazypo: * Somae frash in-
formation gnablog ns Lo resign to the prasion
a motive wixl_ch,’ waq previously hesitated to
believe, , One of pur correspondeonts weites
that the Prospect alone of an iwportant
command in the panish nrwy decided the
Marshal to quit s prison. Negotistions,
more or less authorized, had heen opaned
for nearly  month past between him aud:
aSpanisn agept calling bimeoll the dele*
gate of hlr Government, On this subject 1t
is proper to point qut that the ex-Marshal
had alrdady been formorly soyeral years in
tho servide of Spain, during the w.u from
1831 to 1840 ; he made & camnpaign ngainat
the Carlists, i) quality of Lisutenant, in tha
mixed logion ' suthorized hy Xiwsg Louws
Philippe. On his returs to Frauwco after

the paice, ho had to abandon all ths yrades | iy, & 1@ Mallare- in which |

which he bid autaipnedy tho Govars a ot ro
fusing to recoguize tham Lecpuse they were
acquirad in foreign gervic:, Since that

périod the Marshal’ has kept up numesous | yond.

re)aﬁons_ in the Peninsula and bas many
frionds thére. The ex-Queon is the god.
mother of vne of bis children, and e lias
commanded in ohief for geveral years in au
old Spanish colony. His wife is Mexicn,
that is 1o say, of Spanishextraction, Ha
speaky and writes Castilitn perfedtly well,
and hag always avinced the warntast sym

pathios for Spain.”’ v N :

ELECTRICAL FURPEDOES.

In a lettér dnted Neiv York Hotel, N. Y,
1614, Captain Hanter Davilson. Iatg of the
Confederats service, lays claim to the first
sucoessfu? application of electrical torpedoes
or sabm «rine mines iu timoa of war, and as a
rystem of defebce. " The substance of his
letter ia as follows <

The first idea of using torpedoes oun the
Confederate side, otiginated I Lelivve with
the Hion. 8. R, Mallory, Sccretary of tho
Navy, and he directed the distinguished
Captait M. F. Mwry, LL'D, to mike ox -
perinients with 4 view to thair general em
ployment if practicable, I was aelectod ns
his immediuté assistant. His work com
menced in the spring of 1362, and cantinu
ed for a for months only with electricil tor
pedoes, He had arrived at no definite con-
clasion from'his experiments, in any parti-
cular when he left the Confederacy for Eu
rope, and I was ordered 10 lake chirga, sub
joct to orders from the  Navy Department
only, and ramained 80 until near the closing
scenes ol the war, whea 1 was relieved in
oommand by Captlain J. Pem*irka Jones.

Tne means u«ed in my electricsl torpelo
defences differed in evary essantial parti
cular from those used by ciptiin Mrury io

ks experiments. The peculiar coustruction
of tha Mines, tho metbodds of li<ing them in-
position and ocoapesting them with the
cables and batteries ; the determination'of
the quantities of powder to use st different
deplbs and tho effacliva areas, the batteries
used for firing, ‘and alsoYor testing the
mines, ax well as the organiz<tion an i equip
meanl of the stations from which the mines
were controlled, all formed & completo sys
tem devised by myself. Tho resuits of this
system wars that the first vessels evein
Jured or destroyed in war, by electrical tor
pedoes, were by the Torpedo depirtment
opersling ander my immedirré ‘coamand,
and L may add the only omes, that latx
swarsof, - . ‘ :
Those who ars not well scqus
Liatory o our oivil yar will find aviple proof

rence to Admirals Porter aud 8 P Len, aud
Commanier SV B Cushing, U S Nuvy, for
the fact that an efficient aystem of torpedo

; defences-did exist-on the James Rives durs

ing tho svar, and 10 the Hon. 8 R. Mallore §
Cuptain J. M. Broske, inventor of the Mer:
rimne, the Brooke Gunpand the deep sea
sonnding spparztos : and alsosto Caplom
Wi, 8 Parker, formerly Superdntendent of
the Confederate Naval Sohool,that Morgenizs

ed and commentied 1lsese defénces, and-wis '

the firat to m ke them successtul: Thecelre
volunies of evidetico 1o this effcot that can
be pioduced when ncecessmy:

1 hold leiters from thethree Iukt named
gentlemen, i from the e Genernl R E
Lee in rafetence to the eflicioney of my 'T';
pedo department <alo vy Letror from the
o gays > Jree

I garded yonr<otelea a3 equivileht toth t of

twell appomted Heet or army,’ and this
hued referenen ontv o tha di fincen o' Rich
fn Tact oher'the xp<tem was egly
complated and inspected-in person by Preei.
deat Dovig, General Lee, ard Scerdtacy
Millory, it wie imasdiitely Ieeiled to witls®
deasw largo an abters of troepr from  thst
gquarter for offen<ive operations elsewh ro¢

armies could not wvante withaut the asxise
tanoe of the Federal Squidron, which ad-
venee was tor 4 long time effctually pra-
veuted ty my system of Submarine do°
fences. M iny versols were disibled o= dw
strayod by mechanickl drcontact torpedaes,
hat such effoot is knowa 1o bie the result of
mera chanen, often an fatal {0 Triend as fon,
and produces *nd such’ demoralizing offert
as the certain dastruction” which newaits
any vessel attempiing to pusts electrict] tore
pedocs.

In ragud ta the  Misancy of the terpedo
defences amploved by mo” dudng th« wer,
as gynperra Lwith thaes of the preseat -y,
[ have to gay thet | hove heenpotme t oo,
stantly an torpeds duty ashord and . fl st
suied nur wir moaking the <kt a stuly
wn 2everal fraign crantricg an ll.""" oW,
urd Bade nad vat soon qpy water  apreovet
went op develapmont of the origin il syste

pawer towarrow 1 shanlil prefer to rely
upon it when th- hoarof tridd camn, There
arn saveril brautiful and ingeniong methnds
devised by thasa whohata hd nn practics in
war, but my experiance will nat parait ny-
to give them approval,

Now if wa me 10 conRidar prycsiaal =ae
cess as the tast nVan inreation, have fuot s
right tothis?  Am I not as muoh ontitled to
it as Morso 2o the Us=lazraph ¢ Hown ts the
Seming Mtchioe? Unlt to tha Ravolver ?
And ag p1iny othar mats to their inventinus
whoso succass drl nat carey with it tha ori
sl conception of the sereity for the in-
vention, nol tha fint attempis t4 cary nut
the idea, nor in whose invontions as patent:
ad 13 there one original sczntific principla ?
It 18 tho effect prodvced by art it cominna:
tion, and this ts tho bas:s of ninaly nine out
of a hundred patents. Aad the fivst ruccess:
ful atterupt to achieve fn importancphysical

it being well undetstdod* that the Tulen’

wid if wo wara al war with any grest naval |

vdone ‘lhd matine warld el probably
soewn tha. neces¥ify for such -nn dnyention
" gince the days of Nonh, and thore isnut one
r ouginagl mechepical principle i in Itle
I simgly o- combinatien. The inventionwie
1 aeveral years before the covntry-ini scientifls
. Journala ; wasonrefully examined and test~
‘ed at rea in sewera) .ships by somo bf the
best officers in' the Nuvy apd discussed dur
g two sessigns in- Gongress, yet'l havé
never known any one. to dispute my solaim
thereto. . .
The cfliciency .of electtical lorpedq dd;
!frnges is 20 universally recognized at this
day.and they ap-pear s0 simple to <he Mitie
ted, that many of the * I know it"” kind niay
exchiam, ** why Idon't sce any #wenlion in
" the mter, for 1t has been long kiiotin that
"if a1 chance wag got at a sliip with so much
posdor under her, she was  bouud to go’
up,'”’ Butthen ifsosimplo why did not
Fulton or Bushnmll in the early hustory of
our couutry, or the Russinns duiing thoe
Crimenn war st.2p the fact bport the times,*
8¢ a3 to render it, ax 1L i8 nos A systen: of
defensa thal no nadion darcsneglect. Aod
how did 1t becomeéso? 1 vrust €o history for
the answer. - -t :

1f ady one had to contend wilh the abiise
and speers, and ridiculo whilst in the per:
formnunce of torpedo duty day and night.
th«t fell upon me during the ar, he wauld
renlize that ad Iue-'as the shminer of
1863 sowme of tho ablest men of tlhe day, did
not regard torpedo-warfare as’ worthy of
cansideration; and the very *attcmpts of-
Fulton and of Bushnell,and of the Ruxsinng
wern used Ly those men 1n arguinent thae
my attempt also would be frultlezs. Much
of the light bas to struggle through me:
! dinms of d wknoees and re-istance, and grac
duxlly breiks in upon us, ' Qur theorics
r tely ssewme A praciies) form, but as wm
miny other circunistinces tp I nival and
military nuttters we are conttolled by theory
(e rls avery uesocintion haying one of its
own) until*tho fesf, the pracute comnes, and
then w1 war soa how the mist vantshes and
hebt spotars? Ssmo have made the lucky’
¢ sreand win i Lo

Caw any ona think of n war tha§ did not
¢ 150 hia)' 1o wonder ut his own want of
terethousht 7 Howr weupons and methods
ae  cheuged'! How rank is cipsized?
Har he cameout of thd atruggle other
rentds hivgher on the ladders of scienca nad
otart} - . o '

\wtl overy dizcovery of s new or improve
el wenpnn proves (o Hie nsteptowards greiw
or civilizition and peace. ’

Apropos of the forégoing, T remember
“that a distinguished A Imiral gent word to |
me when under nflig of traco during’ the
war, tnatif [ camo down to his squadron

agamn ina certwin boat, (in which I pad,
runde tho first succer ful nttack with the
* LeoSpar-Forpedo™) ke would not Tespect,
the Hay, as hodid not zckoowledye that E
was engaged i civiized or legitimats wape |
fara. Tins glenced from my armor as
wiany a worse shot did from my cwn side
theugh {or othire veasone, for [ felt thag as

sbject Ly vriginat principles Or art to com’ | L Was the only sufferer then, ho saw the |
biuing those which ars known, 18 the only  matter from but one point of view, bur that
test by which we can be poverned in award: ' tune woal l seb it even s 1 replis it audbt
ing a patent entithnyg one 10 35 invention. |'stanco to #hs effier,em— —tr,

0 espice finemn”
I+ not where shall wa draw the line of di - t ~I'noenl ndeed wis not far off, for the of*
ancuon 1 How shiall wo prosecd ot w pa i

fical rop r1s of theduy woro it the Ade
tent ollice 7 C. wnal ook op my torpedo mines asthe tert
Inshe yorr 1560, Congress adopted by an | riory was conquered, and turned them

ﬁnled with.

almost unanimwous votn my invention Yor | against us; and oertafn it is That his n;u:,d-
« lowering, detachuig, sitacring, and secur | ron wassoon after armed with the “Lee
[ingboau at sea,” aad diracied th_eb‘wrezlSparTorpado.‘ St e emd



