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Captain PArger, however, has tho follow.
ing ¢ Proposed Formalion," from a battalion
in line, of which he says :

# The formation which [ would subwmit te
notioce has those advantages :—

1. It oan bo efliciently practised by o
siugle company as by several, by n woak
regimont ns by a strong one, and by ono or
more regiments ina brigado.

¢ 2, It babituates thio men to work in the
loosesat ne trell as in the most compact
order,

“3, It teaches tho company oflicers to
hangdle their men on an extended antd over-
varying front. Each company is under the
oye aud complete control of its captain so
that every advantage can bo instantly se.
aured and every disadvantage reudered as
nugntory as possible.

« 1" have given the manouvre from
the lino only, but it is olwvious that it
can be assumed with equal facility from any
column formation when within 1,600 yards,
or us much nearer tho encmy as the nature
of the country,&c. will nllow, the command-
ing officer gives the order adcance in coluntns
of sections from right (2nd, 3rd, or left sec
tions) of companies. Hevoupon 2nd, 3rd
and 4th scolions make a half vight tumn (or
xespoclively half right and left or In1T lofi)
receiving ¢ front turn,” from the respective
section commanders and advauce,

“Upou arriving within che enomy s firo,thie
battalion commander (or major if adyancing
by half battalions)ordars  Leading Sections
Skirmish)? upon which tho eaptain of right
flank gives “ Leading scclions from the left
exlend, inner scclions half right turn,’* at the
same moment the commander of rear (4th)
seotion halts his section.

« Simultancously the captainsof the other
companies perform the same manocuvre—
but with this difference—the loft flank com-
pany extends its leading section from the
right and its 2d and 3d sections make a half
teft tum—-tho )eadmg scaotlons of the other
compnnlcs oxtend from their respcchve cen*
tres and their inner sections roceive the
order * outwards half turn.’ The rear sec
tions are halted by their respeclive com:
mandersa samo ns the right flank rear
sectlon. ,

u becond and, third sections whea repec:
tively i Ju rear of contre of right and loft hatt
of sknrmwhmg soction,get from their section
leaders “front turn'’ and step short or hait
till the skirmishers are 150 yards ahead,
when they continue the advance,

“The rear section .of each company ro-
serves ils advance at 150 yards distance
from and covering tho interval between 2nd
and 3rd sectione. -

“ifhe two flank secticns on receiving the
order {o exlend in line to their outer
flank, the left filo in the ono case and the
right in the other turning to the front, and
commencing the extension when opposite
the front that was the outer flank of the
section before the extension.

“ It may appear at ficst sight a drawback
that in this formation it tho hoads of tho
columus of sections on the correct distance
apart (i.¢. 8 number of files) thero will bo a
skirmisher to overy two paces on first ex
tending—but in an actual advanco (other
than n very short ono on a barrack squaro)
such accuracy is impossible, and it is evt-
dent, and in the present caso it is intonded,
that the respeotive company columus open
out to irregular distances from cach other
according to the nature of the ground, so
that in practico thero will not bo less than
three paces interval, whichjis a useful mini-
mum and when necessary this distanco can
bo ceadily increasod.

¢ Farthermore against the pessiblo objec-]

tion the following advantnges aro to be
balanced.

#.q, Skirmishers are to be reinforeed, ro-
lieved, ovor-lapped from oither flank or the
enemy misled by a refused flank o echelon-
ed skirmishovs or sections.

“p, If advisable so to do live can be
readily formed.

“¢. Groups and forces of skirmishers and
and groups or section squaresreadily formed
if threatened by cavalry.

« d. 'Ihe front can Lo readily cxtended or

contracted.

e, A great depth (auimportant point in
an army which like ours must generally
fight & defensive—offensive battle) obtain-
ed with o minimum cxposure o artillery
fire.

s f. The skirmisher swarm kept well in
hand since each section is under the eye of
its Teader and each company will under the
command of its captain whose gencral place
will be with the two supporting sections un-
til the, whole aro absorbed in the skirmishs
ing line,”

¢ Nors.—1., Whenever halled under fire
tho threo supporling scctions should, asa
general rule,lie down.

#93 [n anvancing under liro tho three
sections should march in loose order, i, e.
with about two paces interval befween the
file.

¢ In this aud in every mode of extension
the rear rank man should invariably bo on
tho l¢f¢ of his first rauk man when ex-
tetrded, .

¢4, Skirmishers when re-called should
always clear the front and rear by the nearest
Rnk. '

¢ 5. Skirmishers should firo on the knee
or Jying down as occasion best serves, the
present system of running (o the front 1o fire
is bad as it ¢ pumps’ them and endangers
individuals in a long advanc® being shot by
any men of less wind and speed who must
lay.

¢ 6. Individual skirmishers should be
taught to forward only when they see good
cover twithin a remarkable distance (suy 25
yards as & maximum) the section comman

'ders giving ordorilalonger vush has to bo

made.

l

“q. For |erm|shmg “and outpost duty g
whistlo should be used to direct men when
out of actual eya-sight « r easy voico rango.
Thore have beea for many years whistles
conrtructed wierever tho wholo of the
buglo calls can Yo sounded; if this be
thought too complicated au instrument for
vough-and ready uso (though why should it
bo s0 considered) or any simpler kind might
be adopted. In the ocampaign of I8G6 the
Prussian officors provided thomsclves with
common dog whistles and wore them at.
tached by n pieco of string for thuse dulies.
‘the bugle is 100 Joud for sccret and instan
taneous direction of skirmishing scctions,”

Broad Arrow,in its issue of 1st Nov.,admits
tho failure of Mr.CanpweLL’SArmyRe-organ-
ization Bill to eifect the object of its title,and
tho Royal Commissien is now laboring to
efface or find somo way of doing 80 tho evils
called into active existence by the total dis.
regard of right and constitutional law ex-
hibited by the Whig Radicals on the oc.
casion of the passing of that measure. Our
contemporary 18 altogether wrong in admit-
ting that it was a fuiluro—on the contrary,
Mr. Carpysin and his colleagues effected
tho object they had in view, and that was to
disarm England to strip and leavo her naked
before her enemies, and in that cffort they
have achieved an eminent success. o an
outsider it looks supremely ridiculous that
an attorney at law should not only be allow-
ed to destroy onc of the best and most affi*
ciont military organizations the world has yet
seon, and to substitute for it impracticable
theories - but that he should be also allowed
to over ride the constitutional law of the
conntry and in doing so insult His Sovereign,
exceeds absolutely tho bounds of credibility
and savors more of the coup de thelre of a
French revolution than the deliberative act
of a peoplo guverned by representativein
stitufions.  Wo well remember the paens
of triumph with which the insolonce of Carp+
weLL was hailed by our contemporary and
the traversities of historical parallelism in
which be judulged during the hysteria of
triumph. However,putting all that aside,we
hiave in the article under discussion entitled
Purchase and its Defenders, a good -specimon
of Whig'Radicai honesty und logio as well as
undoubled evidenco that the great Ficld
Marshal CarpwELL—the Cromwell Mirabeau
of our contemporary’s laudation, has made
an entiro, muddle of tho British Army
and of the War Office into which his pro*
sumption has carried him and that his

|- friends are eudeavouring to kick up o dust in

order to cover bis relreatin the confusion.
Wo should be less hard on our contempor*
ary’s sins in relation to this mischievous
apd vulgar Charlatan and his colleagues
but for two roasons ; the first is thatitas s
military journal, has taken a partizan stand
in the matter of the Re-organization of the
Army Lo the length of being the apologist



