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more in the position which a foreign colo-
nol of a regiment occupies—n sort of subor.
dinato brigadior. When the battalion is
skirmishing, it is a fair question whother
one major should command tho line of skir
misliers and ono the lino of supports, or
whother cach mjor should command a
gor.uon .of tho first line and its support.
hus, with four companies extended and
four in sup1port, ono major might command
ihe front lino and one the sgcond, or one
might commund the right wing—two com-
paniesin first lioe and two in support—and
onothaleft, In the latter division of com
mand, it is urged that the fighting line and
its pupport should be under one officer;
that four companices so distributed aro mors
under command than when they are formed
in-one long Jino; that tho natural place of
the major is with the support, whence he
can geq what is going on and push up help
svhen and' where it is needed ; and thata
mounted officer in the skirmishing line is an
absurdity, Buat, on the other hand, it may
fairly be said. that in practico the major
would not remain mounted when with the
skix_‘mlshers, while the presence of a su-
perior ofticer ata central point in the line,
acting ns adirector, to whose movements
tho captain would conform as far as pos-
sible, might be very valuable ; also, that the
division ioto wings becomes inconvenient
when only three companies are extended.
Whether the coluran of grand division will
be found manageable with s regiment on
war strength, is also open toquestion. A
Prussian company column presents & front
of thirty or forty men, our grand divisious
in time of peaco seldum exceed fifty. But
on war strength this would be increased to
eighty or a hundred, and the columa would
lose much of its handiness. Those, however
aro mere matters of detail; the general
principle of tho change is, that whereasin
former times skirmishing was used merely
as an auxiliary to the attack, and generally
a very unimportant one, it is now to take an
importaot sharo init, and that the formed
troops —those whose advance is to be dici
sive — aro not to be brought under the
deadly hail of the breechloader until the
defenco has been seriously shaken, not
only by {he distant fire of artillery, but by
the close and sustained fire of a skirmishing
line repeatedly reinforced. Thero aresomo
who wish to go further—who hold that skir.
mishing should not merely bear an im.
portant part, but should be everything, in
attacking, and that the use of formed
troops furtker in rear is only as feeders to
thoe skirmishing line, keptin hand till thoy
are required to nmicet any occasion that may
»risé, \We shall be better able to judgo when
the history of a recent battle has been more
fully written and thought out; meanwhile
o hold it most probablo that the recent
change in formation will be gladly welcom
ed by all thoughtful soldiers.

CAVALRY AT [HE MANGEUVEES

(From the Times,)

Tho suggestive and valuable comments of
out contemporary on the infantry has been
followed by equally valuable remarks on the
civalry and artillery at the uyres. The
writor begins by observing that tho action
oF cavalry in waris easily scen, and nothing
is simpler thanto delermine whether itis
well or ill performed. But the caseis far
otherwisoat autumn manceuvres. Ialftho
cavalry work only is manifest—the duty of
irifchiog for an army, of concanling its mo-
vetaénts, and ascertaining thoso of tho

enemy. Therosro officors who still muin.
{ain that these duties, and only those, ro-
main possible in tho face of modern firearm;
but tho writer in the Timcs is by no means
of that opinion. Thero appears, ho says,
'bobo room enough left for massive charges
of horsomen on tho field of battle, only the
sacrifico of life and efficiency for further
servico must be greater, therefore fewer
charges are to be expected than occurred in
tho old wars.

Englishmen are not likely to furget the
charges of the Heavy and  Light Cavaley
Brigades at Balaklava in 1854, the formera
grand success sgainst superior numbers of
an enemy whom wo had learnt to respect,
the latter a wild and seemingly purposeless
rido Lecause an order was misinterpreted,
probably by tho messenger who carried it.
Yot wild as that chargo appeared to be it
was not altogether without value, for it
raised the name of the English Cavalry, and
showed that lapse of time had not yuenched
the fue nor unsteadied the bridle hands of
the :iders of England, and this is much,
since it is agreed by all that the effect of
cavalry charges is chiefly moral, and to be
feared befoie-hand is more than halfway
towards victory. The most famous action
of cavalry as a mass in medern times oc-
curred at tho battle of Mars-le.Tour on the
16th of August, 1870, On that day the 3rd
Prussian Corps was engaged awith three
times its own number of Bazine's army.
Its position was critical, though the French
lost a great opportuwity of advancing to the
attack. The 3rd Corps fought from ninc
am. tiil one p.m., when its ammunition
«nd strength began to fail, and a disastrous
rctreat secemed to bo imminent. Trebly dis
astrous would have been the retréat becanse
1t would have ruined the 3rd Corps, allowed
tho French to escape, and -destegyed the
prestige of the Germen arms. It was ofio of
those supreme moments which appear in ait
wars {0 test the heads of the generals and
the mettle of the troops. Several brigades
of cavalry weraordered to charge the French
whose first line was by this time extended’
in skirmishing order. The cavalry Jdushed
onward, rode through the skirmishers,
broko the supports Lehind, and passed on
wards through batteries till they ere
checked by masses of infantry in rear, and
attacked by cavalry, while in disorder fiom
their desperate charge. On their return
they suffered much from infantry fire. But
their work was done, for time was gained.
The brave Brandenburg corps took bréath
received ammunition, and held itsown. A
second time somo hours later, the undaunt-
od cavalry braved the terrors of the breech-
louders, and tho result swas that the long
hoped for reinforcements camne up aud saved
the day for Germany. Tho lusses wéte
great, but thelsacrifice [was not in- whin!
Tne ground happened to Lo favourabldto
the action of cavalry, and its uso on thic.Held
of battle was established, though no ‘otlite
action of similar maguitude obtdurted
during tho compaign. Had such =« charge’
been made during peace manostivres the
cavalry would haveo been put out of actibh,
and no umpire could have decided tvhat the
result would have been .upon. infantry.
Furthermore, 1Lis probable that. the French
also were somewhat short of cartridges,
aud their shootling was, not .of first-rata,
quality. In other battles,.tho German caval-
ry, all cager asit iwas, failed to find an op-
porlunity of charging on a Jarge scale. We
will not, thereforo, attempt to sty that the
English cavalry could have acted iu tho
samo way on any occasion during o o man:
wuvres. Such attempts as werd made wers

|

-axay at the mapgiuvres

",rém H Vs
-and by the difbFbnco b
-esurres and war, Colonel Bak

not counted as successful.  Itis ‘impossible

to produce tho samo moral effect slien the
troops know that the horsemen will not
actually ride among them. Al that can by
said is tbnt Eoglish cavalry can do what-
ever the Gennans can, at least ina giand
charge. Thougl fuiv chiances will present
thomselves for great offorts on the,pact of
cavalry.masses, .tho kuowledge that the
masses are there, .ready to take advaotage
uof any carclessucss, has the effect ol making
the edvance of infantry aslower operation
than it might othersise be, and so gainiog
time. The infantry know that. cavalry bri-
gades areswift in motion, thaf {hey may be
Licre at one timo and theroa fow minutes
afterwards. Tpknow they are on tho field
is to bo alivays under their influence, and
tho Labit provaliog in most arimies of form-
ing syuares to resist them has suchan cffect
that thair mero appearance a thousand yards
off tonds to check,a.swift, jnfantry adyance.
Laymann, who speaks slightingly of; tho real
power.of caealryin, Jopsses, quotes opg ia-
stanco of ap. Austripn, battalipn layjng dojsn
itsarms;toa singlo, squadron of Lrussain
[ussirs; and anothgr.; whérginfantry. hear-
ing a .cry thaf gvalry werg spproaclung,
actually :roqg’gdc}l.. ), from | square. in the
middie of'a wopd.,, ila {%teaf.o cavalry can
force skirmishers ta draw, Kﬁq,ﬁhe{‘. or, per-
haps, even run to their hattalions, the howo;
men will beable to savé guns from jetiting
and give them a target sorth firing.at.
Most men will see; thovaluo. of cavalry
masses on tho ficld .of battlo if {hey will
suppose for, one moment, that one side has
{hem and;iho,other bas not.. e

No ona.disputes the immensa,yalue of
cavalry foy veiling the moyements ofsnarmiy
while agcentaiuing and reporting on, those of
thoenemy, A gredlopporiuuity of practico
in such work appears. to +wo been thrown
i3 .iurothe two forces
were in prescuoe of one.wnather. € both
cavaleies had been.let loose and permitted,

-fo scour {he. conntry. fora _couplo of days

previous to tho last, marches of the two
forces a vast amount of knowledgo and prac-
tico might have been, attained m{lx little
Aufficulty. It was very, inleresting and sug-
gestivg to hear officers of thoNorthern Lrmy
asserting that . thoy, koew C;lonefl, Baker to
have worked over their, side of tlia river the
furning beforo their pwn, forced march, and
arrival on the bapks of-the stream. Though
wo desireas o rule to ‘aveid mentioning,
names, we canpof bul, .remark  that moac-
count of the g‘lhanccuvms will beat all com-
ploto unless jt. takes notico of fhe e3traor:
dinary prestige attachéd tp {he ngme of
Baker, and tho effect which that 375ty
tdgether with .the réal ivoik dono Dby tho
Southern Light Gavalry, bad upon tha cam
phiga.  AsTar as yas _j{fémiplpd Ly the or-
ivett from_ headglarters ddy. by das,

dlrédn peaco man-

X qxj’% work.was
g fhodel, and as sdeh eAmblo'ls wantéd at
Plinid when rilﬁ-?!‘.ry.ia,’éow througl'a pro-.
625 of cliaRgé hill USTElopreAt, It is tiuch
fo bo regréttéd ihat’ the unfortunifc Yecu-
liatity of thy Enjlish Sdreicd should Send 'so
capabio an’offiddr fab from, tlie shdrés of
Great Britain. Such an “inlaéky’ dfischance
is only ond proof ,out of Many how ncees-
gary 1s the ibdtitation of o &tAff corps which
could find ¢mployment for men of,Colonel
Baker's-¢alibret, - -, 0 ot e .
Whilo thie cavalry genemlly showdd woll
at tho mnficonires, itcanhot but bo admitted
that thoy appear 10 hayo, me & ruld;, much
stiltto-learn* apbut - Gutpost nild geconnais-
sanco duties, Ono army, at least, did not
seetin to o furtshod mth ali” tho requisite
informatibn, otherwizo it if improbablethat
tho noithictn forco- Wonld*have beed spread




