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IL‘IIFJ VOLUNTEER REVIEW enters on the
fifth year of ftgoxistence. When it was first
projected fears were entertalned for its ultimate
suCCess, us two eforts of asimllar kind had been
made and falled for want of support; but wao are
happy to gay theso fears were gronndless, and
that the VOLUNTEER REVIEW may now be sald
to be firmly estaalished, thanks to the support
1t hag met with from tho hands of the Volunteer
Forcoofthe Dominfon, It now circulateslargely
through Ontarlo, Quebee, Now Rrunswiclk, Nova
Sceotla, and even tho new Province of Manitobs
has oxtended its generous support. Nor s it
confined to theso Provinces only, but in tho
Mother Country, andoven the United States it has
subscribers and supporters, No other jJournal in
tho Dominton has so wide and extended a circu.
lation ns the VOLUNTEER REVIEW, and there-
foro it otfers unparalieled factlities to generat ad-
vortisers, Our terms for advertisiug will bo found
1beral on application, efther porsonally, or by
lotter post paid,

Tho VOLUNTEER REVIEW will be supplied to
clubs at tlie usual reduced rates, viz:

CLUBS of Flveand upwards will bo supplied at
$1.60 per annum tor each copy.

Crupsof Tenand upwards at the same rate,
the getter up of the Club to recetve one copy free
toroue yeavr. Layment strictly inadvance.

NoVolunteer oflicer can be well posted cone
cerning tho condition, movements, and prospects
of tho Forco unless he recelves tho VOLUNTEER
REVIEW.

We number amongst our Correspondents and
Contributors some of tho ablest writers on mille

ary subjeets In.America.

Full and reliable reports of RIFLE MATCnEs,
INSPECTIONS, and other matters connected with
the Force appear regularly inour Colimuns,

AGENTS.

Liberalterms will be offered to Adjutants, In.
structors, and others who act as agents for us in
thefrseveral corps.

LT1.-CoL. R. LOVELACE. is our General Agent
for the Provinces of Ontarlo and Quebee.

Mr. ROGER HHUNTER for that of New Brans-
wick and Nova Scotia.

REMITTANCES should be addressed te DAW-
SON KERR, Proprictor VoLUNTELER REVIEW,
Ottawa.

THE VOLUNTEER REVIEW

1s published EVERY MONDAY MORNING, at
GLTAWA Dominlon of Cansda, by DAWSON
KERR Proprietor, to whom 2all Rusiness Cor-
respondence should bo addressed.

TERMS—TWO DULLARS perannum, strictly
‘In advance.

TO CORRESPONDENTS

All Communications rogarding the Militia or
Volunteer movement, orfor tho Editorinl Depart-
mont, should bo addressed to the IXditoror Tnue
VOLUNTEER REVIEW, Oltawa.

Communf{cationsintended tor {tnsertion shonld
00 writtenh onone side of the paperonly.

Wo cannot undertakoe to return rejected com-
munications, Correspondents must fnvariably
sond us confidentially, their nnme and address.

Allletters must be Post-paid, or they willnot
pe talken out of tho Post Oftice,

Adjutants and Ofiicers of Corps throughout the
Provinees aro particularly requested to favorus
regulat:y withweekly Inforfnationconcerningthe
maverncnts and dolngs of theirrespective Corps,
{uelding thefixtures fordrill, marchingout, rie
practice &ec.

wesghaliteel oblized tosuch to forward all in-
formation of thls kind asearly us nossible,so hat
may reach ugin time for publication.

CONTENTS OF No. 35, VOL. V.

EDITORIAY.—
Our Military Organization.ceee. .0
Causo of destruction of French arm
Disorganization of Britlsh avmy....... .
Commerclal prosperity of England, &e......

Reviews....... ceereasiesaioraanes isnienenes B3
Newsoftho Week... oo sveviiiniininennn. 55

RIrLE MATCUHES.—

At Ottawa=Motropolltan. . ....cecsicisen, B30
At Kingston=—=1ith Prineess of Wales' Own, 550
At Hallfax—~Company I, dith Batt.... ... il

»
Mateh hetween Gaed and Gt 651
SELLCTION®,—

Lessons of the decadeappiled . ..o e
The Russians in Contral Asta..

515
. Ot4

The Plowholder tn Rugs. ... . L
Coloninl Relatlonshlpieeieiiieeie conriicreni. OI7
E. J. Reed, late Constructor to British Navy 5647
Corefeiies e J T T 14

Causes of tho ‘Frenel defeats
The Volunteer Militia System
Tho Coal Fields ot Canada
A Remlunjscence
The Red River Eapedition.,
REMITTANCES .
MISCELLANEOUS AND CANADIAN ITEMS.

Se Me PETITENGILL & Cosg 37 Park Row,
New York,

Glcl\). ll'. ROWEL . & Caey 40 Park Ry, Now
Cork,

Are our only Adverlising Agents in that city,

< (3
aipalan

@he Uolunteer Bebich,

AND MILITARY AND NAVAL GAZETTE.

50
AR
/

¢ Unbribed, unbought, our swords woedraw,
Toguardthe Monarch.fonee thelaw.”

OTTAWS, MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 1571,

A arear deal has been written on the ne-
cessity for re-organizing the Canadian army,
and very many valuable suggestions offered
by officers whose opinions command respect
as to the most proper method of effecting
that object; but whatever may bo individual
desires and opinions as to the value of our
present organization, it is evidently well
adapted to the soctal condition of our peo-
ple, and bas triumphantly stood all the.trsts
to which it has hitherto been subjected;
and it is evident that any radical changeo in-
volving the destruction of any portion of
the present organizition would be not only
ill-advised, but mischievous, for the reason
that a military force must possess stability
as the min clement of its organization.
Provisional or progiessive regulations intro.
duced as initial principles, are only produc-
tive of confusion ; the laws which must gov-
ern an organization must have suflicient
clasticity to neet every contingency, and
that is just what our Miltia Law is. Tho
principle which gives stibility to the whole
is that ¢ every man owes the state mulitary

‘service;” but it wisely leaves it optional

with the individual to render that service,
voluntarily or under compulsion. The ad.
vocates of change say the first has been
tricd and the objections to 1t are narrowed
down to the unequal pressure of military
servico on the willing, while the unwilling
escapo Scot free. In our last issue tho

moansg of making skirkers pay, not for ex.

ception but impunity, was suggosted, and

if tho advico was applied to the municipal

authoritics as well as to tho logislative an

entirely now aspect might bo put on the

whole aflair without any change whatever,

In every township thero are suflicient young

men to form a company of active militia;

thoe question now is, whether they shall be

forced to takeservico by ballot, or by geniloe

means mduced to como forward as Volun.

teors. [ho term of sorvico of the present

force expires in January noxt; the test

valuo of tho organization will bo whother
the ranks will bo re-filled by Volunteers or

whother the ballot is to be enforced to pro.

vido tho small force of 40 000 men tho pre-

sent rogulations require. Wo venture to

predict that the ranks will be kept full with.
oul the ballot, a resort which would at onco
abolish the active force, a calamity which

wo hopo the military spirit of the country
will avert, notwithstanding the wish of
many officers therefor, and we would
seriously advise those gentlemen who havo
30 nobly done their duty by the country and
imbibed that spirit of the true soldier
which is not satisfied with anything short of
porfection in tho rank and file, to . riously
consider the consequences of any chango
whuch will deprive the country of their sor-
vices. It is all very well to advocate a
theory but when it is found that tho practi-
cal working out thereof is attended with
disasterous results, the course to be pursu-
ed in all conscienco is plain enough. To
thinking men the great value of tho volun.
tary system is to be found in the fact of its
scattering broadcast on the country a mul

titude of partially drilled soldiers, it is
hardly possible to vigit & hamlet without
finding some one capable of roughly drilling
his fellows, and swhen we consider the utier-
ly defenceless stato of Canada in 1860, it
must be confessed that a great and impor-
tant step has teen taken and a vast im
provement effecicd since. 1t is entirely
within the mark to say that 200,000 men
could be found in the Dominion to.day
thoroughly acquainted with the use of the
rifle and most if not all have been at somo
time or other under tho drill sorgeant's
hands; while it is quite safe to venture the
assertion that including those of the pre-
sent active force from three to four thousand
officers could be found as well up in their
various duties as the officers of any other
army. Now, will a change to tho ballot
produce anything but the loss of the ser.
vices of gentlomen, a great majority of
whom have served from seven to ten years,
have a thorough knowledge of their duties
and to whom the details of a further organi-
zation in case of ¢mergency can safoly be
entrusted, or will the ballot do more than
give tho country new men and officers with
{wo years rorvice and all the knowledge they
can acquir s in thirty-Zwo days training, those
in turn {5 boe succeeded indefinitely by a

similar -rce with precisely tho samo oppor-



