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YVictoria I could not secure a teacher and tho dinlects aro quite as
different as those in Britain already referred to—I thunk moro so—
and Cantonese bears to theso dinlects much tho anmo relation that
English docs to the Cornlsh, otec.

4. As invidental advantages in bemg here.  {a) 1 expeet to
como in contact with uative workers with the prayer thati the
great Head of the Church will rise up w man *“tull of the Holy
Ghost and wisdom " to serve buth asa preacher and to nssist me
in continuning my studies i the Cantonese.  For be 1t retuembered
tho five wmonths mure or less which I may Lo able to spend hero 1s
littlo moro than o heginumg.  The missionarics who came here to
lubor are ullowed two years to the study of tho lnnguage before
they nsaume netive dutics.  Iam so thaukful to state here, that
I have reason fo boliove I have made very cncouwragmg progress
since I came, in the Vernacular., I thank the eight weeks hereis
quito equal to cight months at home. (b) I hopo to be able to
visit the districts about 100 msles from here, from whence nearly
all the Chinese in America hul and hope thereby to gam know-
ledgo that will help me n getting nearer to those poor strangers
in our land.

Now that I have been permitted to cross the Rubiconand come
to China 1 am much encouraged in heart. True 1 bave given up
much to come here, true the task 18 not yet accomphished—1 am
only wrestling daily and hourly with this strange language as
with a begruc gin§ miger who wall only yield one secret at a time,
and that provided with wings ready to fly nway if lost sight of for
n moment ; truc, also the work for which I am preparing if God
spares me, is, humunly speaking as diflicult probably us any on
tho face of theglobe to-dny. Neoverthelessmy soul is on the “high
Y\aces,” I fell thankiul, strong and full of hope, \Why? Because

am getting o chance to get the languago of the people among
whom Liabor, and I believe the good Lord is loosening my tougue,
and will yet permit me to speak IHis own precious, powerful nnd
cverlasting Word to the Chinese in Canada.  Olh! with what joy
I contemplato ** holdiug forth the Word of Life,” tothe ‘*strangers
within our gates.” Oh! I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath
cnabled me for that he counted mo faithful putting me into the
ministry.”

1 am devoutly thankful for the clear and blessed leading of tho
Lord inevery step of my journey and in preparmg my way here.
(¢) As toplace, 1 was led in a very pleasant way to Dr.J. G-
Kerr's home, which hie aud his good wifo opened "to mo at once.
It is I think one of the very best places in this great city to which
I could havoe come for the 1.)\\rpoau of study. The Canton medical
missionary hosptal, of wiuch Dr. Kerr has b :n superintendent
for forty one years is immediately bebind Dr. Kerr's home, 1n the
same compound. Iere a large number of patients are within iy
reach every day, upon whom Icaun practice my meagre but growing
vocabulary in the cffort to speak aword that may be helpful to
them for ““two worlds.,” Every morning we have x CUhiniso
service in the hospital for half an hour, conducted by the native

astor or I)r. Henry, at which there is an average atiendance,
judge of about 123. On Sablath days wo have a regular
preaching service in Chinese and Bible clasg and on Thursday even-
mgs the Young Men's Y..8.C.E., have their mecting, so that I
have ample opportunity for hearing Chinese preaching, ete. 1t 18
an atmosphere of study, it is quiet and everything 1s done by the
clock. Dr. Kerr—though he cclebrated his 70th birthday a few
days ago—starts out with his assistauts and students to make his
first rounds in the hospital wardsat Ga.n. Weall riseat the
same hour and begin the work of the day. I havemy teacher
with me except Sabbath, from nine to four with an hour for
dinner. We study in the chapel where we are wholly free from
any Jinterruptions. (d) As to time. If I had been any earlier
I would have arnived i the heated term. Had I reached Hong
Kony even two days earlier I would have been caught in one of
tha hieariest typhoons that has ever visited that city. Sincel
came here, two or threce days were oppressively warm, and
reminded me that I must be very watchful or 1 might have a
return of the sickness that uncapacitated me for service when
China before. 1 am thankful to say that I am enjoying good
health at this present. At thisscason the climate ‘is well-nigh
perfect, but I am warned to look for a change very soon now.

True, politically speaking it is a stormy period in which to be
here and one not without threagened danger to forcigh residents
in this city, Last summer, owing to the plague, which many
think will reappear this spring, aud the declaration of war, tho
citizens of Canton were greatly stirred against foreigners and the
fecling has not wholly subsided yet. Some of tho missicnatics
told me that for weeks last sammer they were ready to moveat
at any moment by day or by night. Thecity was placarded and
an attack on foreigners proposed. Theattack on Dr. Halverson,
by which that lady wnearly lost her life, was premature, and
defeated the general plan. The people have been kept in a
feverish anti foreign temper by agitators who for smister motives
play upon the superstitious fears of the people and fervent trouble.
Ounly last Sabbath dayas I walked np to Sha Min, the foreign
scitlement abouta mile from here, where I was to préach, I
passcd along the narrow thronged streets greeted frequently with
n cry of * Foreigndevil” andas 1 pussed by a shop where some
1dolatrous ceromonices wore being observed, onc called out loudly,
“* Forcign devil is come, kil him ! kill him!”  Another called ont
I thought rather apologetically, ‘' He isa Jesus believing one.”
I wag so glad 1o hear that sweet namic even in that conncction.
This is the sccond time they have ealled “ kill him” after me.
These way be signsof a gathering storin—and many such are
reported—thero may be special danger ahead of us, but one cannot
forget that there har heen danger for the last fifty years and more,
Dr. Kerr who has beon here for 41 yenr * us scen wars, revolutions,
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pestilences, famines and uprisings ngninnt_ forcigners {rowm timo
to time through all thut period and yot with two or three excop-
tions when ho had torotreat to Macoa fora brief apace, he has
been cnrrying on with a stout heart and happy, his splendid and
abundunt labors for the relicf of human suffering and the uphfting
of Jesus Christ as tho only Physiciun of sin sick souls. Thero is
a deal of truo heroisi in the mission fleld and all the more heroic
that it i3 unobtrusive, unproclaimed and except to tho few
unknown, lLast week two ladies with only the native boatmen,
started from here for ther station three weeks journoy up tho
river. To day o young doctor and his wifo started out with their
boat for o two years journey. Thoy will vimt periodieally tho
cliurches within w certain arca, hving altogether ox their boat and
heating the sick and prcx\ching as they ge. Thoy go unpro}ccled
inany way, thoy kuow these rivers aronfested with bold pirates,
they “kuow the political crisia just at hand and the anti-forcign
fecling that is unwontedly intense at this present, and yet thoy
went quieily forward filled with the perfect love and trustin
God thut utterly casts out fear, I donot mention theso beeanso
they are special cases at all—they are net—but becauso they are
friends to whom ] havo so recently saild good-bye asthey left us.
And how rarely does anythng happen to the nussionaries, though
a thousand and more are constantly on the move through all parts
of this vast empire! Wo may adapt the langunge of the apics to
Joshua and say: ¢ Truly the Lord hath delivered into our hands
all the land ; for even all the inkabitants of tho laad do faint
beeause of ug,” .

Judging from what ono hears and reads, not o ow people think
of Chinn as o land notorious for riots and cyclonic outbursts of
abti-foreign madness; bup whilst admitting that there have
occurred o number of riots in the last fifty years—as in soroe other
countrics that we could namo, we would nevertheless assert that

the Chinese as a wholo are ono of, if not ke most, peace-loving,
law abiding people n the world. Remember that the marvelsof
our civihization which have grown slowly with our growth is being
suddenly thrust before their astomshed visions ; thut they are but
children in knowledge of the practical sciences; that they havo
seen so many wonders wrought by foreigners, ships st-aming
against wind and tide, great factories throbbing with the pulse of
the steam engine, mon sending messages across occans by the
touch of a button and performing operations in major surgery, the
patient remaining unconscious until all is over—and many other
marvels, which their superstitions minds at once couple with
satuanic or other supernatural influences. Given this foundation
and givena number of designing ofticinls, orit may bo thicves
looking for plunder, who are ready to play on thecredulity of the
common peoplo with the most abominable and horrible tales atout
forcigners, 15 it any wonder that these poor frightened creatures
filled with their dark and wierd iwaginings, should be ready to
rise up when some untoward circumstance, perhaps thethoughtlees
act, or alas! it may be the cruel or unjust oppression ol somo
forcigner, 18 used by wicked men az a match to spring the minc of
their pent up feclingsand hatred? They must be lacerated almost
to frenzy before they will act so, but even your normal peaceable
Chinaman when once aroused becomes like a ravening wild beast,
a very monster of cruclty and destruction. Toor souls! they are
not so much to be blamed as Eiticd. The blame should come on
us to some extent, for had we been less greedy for gold—thinks
the East India Company dismissing from their service the pren
Morrison becauso he translated the Scriptures into the Chineso
langunge and they wercafrid it might injure their busincss, or
again think of the infamous opium war, of which one cannot
recall to memory a single line without o blush—I say if wo had
been less avaricious as a nation and had the Christians been equal
to thair privilepes and responsibilitics, China would have been
probably ma very much better condition to-day, Thank God,
amid all the turmoil and restiveness which this deplorable twar
has stirred up among the people with inovitable discourage-
ments and hindrances to missionary work, cvidences of the most
blessed and convineing kind, that the Lord is working with His
servanta in distressed enthralled, wicked China, arc abundant.
At tho communion service Inst Sabbath day in the chapel on this
compound, thirteen joined by profession of faith, onc an old
woman of 70 years and another came with her who hasonly boen
a Chnistian for a short time and is 80 years old. Tho last was
threatened by her fellow villagers with the most severe punish-
ments but she would not rccant nor deny t!xc name of Jesus.
They bound her hands behind her back and waited for her to pive
up the Jesus doctrine, but she remained firm.  They laid her
bound on the floor and sent for rods hut she answered never a
word. Finally they loosed herand let her go and sho camo into
the communion with great joy. Many thmi;a of which I want to
speak I must leave for another letter. I wish to expreas my
gratitude to the dear young peoplo of St. Andrews’ church, Berlin,
for their timely and valuablo gift of the Mincograph (which I am
naw ning,) just before 1 left for China. It will bo of great service
tous in our mission work in sendingout invitation slips, tracts,
etc., tothe Clunese. ‘These dear young Iricnds have oft refreshed
me and 1 am thankful to beliove their own hearts arc made glad in
the Lord. . )

1 cannot but speak in & word too of tho comfort it gives mo
hero in China to know that so many voluntary teachersand =o
many pastors in Britisk Columbia are helping and carrying on the
work amang the Chincac. There the glad rc\\':}n! will come some
day when we sce theso souls turning from their idols Lo serve the
living and true God. [ wish you one and alla very lappy New
Year, o1 full of promise and hlcssing aa tho Gaya roll by,

Yours in the bonds of tho Gospel,
. B. WincursteR,



