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Intornational 8. 8. Lesson.

Lessoxy VIL—May 13.—Exoous I., 1-14,

(Lerael in Egypt.)

Gorpex Text.—" Our helpis in tho name of tho Lord."—

, iv,, 8.

PST‘:::—-Tho time of this losson extonds from tho death of
Josoph, B C, 1635, to tho birth of Moses, B.C. 1571, —
sixty-four yonrs sccording to the common chronology ; or
to B.C. 1375, tho dato of Moses® birth according to many
o“ig::cz.——ligypt. purticularly tho land of Goshen, )

OnnoxoLouy.— There is a gencral ugreoment ¢f the Bible
with tho chronology derived from tho monuments. But it
must be undorstood that all the dates npphed.to tho Egypt-
jan dynnstics are very uncertain and indefinite. The gen-
eral ordor is clear, but the exact dates are unknown. The
dates givon in all the best books on Egypt are tentativo
oaly, and vary greatly among thcm_solvgs. There is no
cortain chronology, in the Bible or in history, till about
B.C. 1000.

Donation or Tur Boxpage 1N Eover.—We have two
measurns by which to ascertain the duration of tho bond-
age. The Firat is 480 years of I. Kings vi., 1. The Second
is tho 430 yoars of BEx, xii., 40, and Gal. iii,, 17.

(1) In I, Kingsvi, 1, it is stated that the building of
the temple, in tho fourth year of Solomon, was in the 480th
year aftor tho cxodus. The fourth yoar of Solomon was
about B.C. 1012  Add the 480 years (lcaving off one year,
because neither the fourth nor the 480th were full years),
and we havo B.C. 1491 as the dato of the oxodus. The
bondage is the preceding 430 years, extending from B.C.
1491 to 1931, tho dato of Abraham's call from Chaldes, to
anter upon tho long, homeless period of himself and decend-
ants, of which 215 years were spont in Egypt.

(2) In Ex. 12140, 41, and Gal. 3 : 17, the duration of
the bondage is given a8 430 years. The common chronol-
ology, as wo havo scen, makes it extend from the call of
Abraham to the exodus, one half of it, or 215 yeurs, being
spont in Egypt, and the other half in tho wanderings of
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, as pilgrims and strangers. In
favour of this view, St. Paul says in Gal. 3 | 17, that from
tho covenant (or call of) with Abraham to tho giving of the
law (less than a yoar after the exodus) was 130 years. Bat
in Gen. 15 . 13, 14, it is said that they should Lo strangers
in a strango laud, and bo afllicted 400 yoars, and nearly the
samo i8 said i Ex. 12 40, But, in very truth, the child-
ren of laracl wore strangers in o strange land from the
timo that Abraham left his home for the promised land, aud
during that whole poriod of 430 ycars to the exodus they
wore nowhero rulers in the land. So in Ex. 12. 40, it is
said that the scjourning of the children of Israel, who
dwelt in Egypt, wus 430 years. But it does not say that
the soj urning wasall in Egypt, but this people who lived
in Egypt bad been sojourners for 430 yoars.

On tho other hand many think that the 430 years were
all spent in Egypt and must date from Jacob's immigra-
tion into Egypt. This method neceasitates one of two
changes.  Either we must put tho date of Jacab’s coming
to Egypt some 200 years carlier than the common chronol
ogy (1776) to B.C 1900, which makes roow for the $80
yoars, but confuses the previous dates; or starting with
B.C. 1706, tho common date of Jacol’s immigration, brings
the oxodus to a little beyond, B.C. 1300. Ia this caso there
thero must be some error in the 480 years of I, Kinga 6.1,
and great difficulty in tho numbers given in Judges. The
principal reason for this viow is that it gives abundant
time for the increase of tho Israelites from 68 men to tho
600,000 of the exodus (seo below in v. 7).

1. Tus Tyvianasts 1NTo EGvpr,--Ve. 1 6. By a series
of strange providences, and for tho purpose of developing
and training thew into o people who could embody the
kingdom of God an ecarth, Jacob and his sons had como
into Egypt. The unmes are given hore of the hoads of the
trihes or fami'ira It is to be noticed that they camo every
man and his housshold, which fact is of some importance in

computing tho time needful for their increaso to 600,000
men who went out from Egypt in the exodus (Num. 1 : 46),
A hint au to tho numbera of thé housholds may be gained
from tho fact that in Abraham’s houschold there ware at
least 318 men who could bear arms (Gen, 14 : 14), “The
servants wore reckoned as part of the housohold, and wero
admitted to tho covenant and recognized as Israclites (Gon.
17 : 27).

Wh)on the Israelites left Egypt they numbered about
600,000 men (Nuw. 1: 46), which implies a population of
about 2,000,000. From Jacolr to Joshua was eloven gon-
erations, according to I. Chron. 7 : 23-27. The third gen-
eration, Ephiraim, was born before Jacoh came to Egypt in
1706. Tor the remaining cight generations, a vory simplo
calculation shows that if each of the 65 males (leaving out
Jncob and his sons from tho 68 malo descendants at this
tinuo) should have less than an average of four malo child-
ren, the total would amount to 600,000 males in the 210
years to tho exodus. But if we take into account that in
addition there wore considerable numbers in their house-
holds (v. 1.) from whom there would also .6 descendnnts, it
is not at all improbable that the numbers should reach that
sum in these two conturies.

Tue Psriop oF OpprEssioN.—Vs. 9-14, The children
of Israel are more and mightier than we, not than the
whole of Egypt but than of the province connected with
Israel. InGoshen, Israel might be greatly more numerous
than the, Egyptians, as in Hungary, the Slavs are, than tho
Magyars. But the expression may mean only, too many
for us, unmanagenbly strong.”—AMacGregor. The Egypt-
inns were weakened by the great wars and internal conflicts.
The new dynasty would of course have many powerful
encumies and many ciscordant elements, so that at first the
king would feol the nced of guarding against every danger.
‘I'hs monuments show that Rameses II. had long and dis.
astrous wars with the Hittites and others,

Axp Tuey Mape Teeir Lives Brrrer wira Harp
Boxpage.—-The Israclites wore employed in forced labours
(prolably in detachments), but were not owned by individ-
ua: taskmasters, (Sce v. il.) In mortar and in brick.
It was the practice of the Egyptian monarchs to employ
their oriminals and captives in war, in building. Bricks
wero a favourite building material, especially in the alluvial
valleys of the]Euphrates and the Nile, where stone is scarce.
Egyption brick were of differont sizes, but all of them
considerably larger than ours,—ZTodd. The works built by
the Israelites were probably not the pyramids, which aro
supposed to have been built conta: ies before this time, but
storocities, the great buildings of Rameses’ capital at Zoan,
or Tanis, perhaps also his great work upon the Sweet- Water
Canal, and the great wall which extended from the Mediter-
rancan ¢ the Red Sea, nearly parallel with the presont
Suez Canal, but farther exnst,

Tue Scnoot oF ApversiTY.—In this hard school the
Isrnelites learned some useful lessons.

1. Tho sufferings were not unjust, for the Hebrows had
doubtless greatly corrupted themselves in Egypt, and had
become in their masses very like the people around them.
This was in them a sin that could not pasz unpunished.
God canrat suspend Hismoral laws even for His own peoplo.
—J. Carr.

2. To wean them from Egypt; to make them willing to
leavo when God’s time cawe, Otherwise they might have
become se pleasantly settled in business, s0 encumbered with
property, that, a3 many ages lator in Babylon, they would
not be willing to enter upon the hard and dangerous enter-
prise of journeying to Canaan.

3. Tho oppression would keep them separate from the
Egyptians, provent intormavrisges, and preserve from the
debasing contact with idolatry. It was the danger from the
surrounding idolatry that was one great reason in tho divine
providencewhy they we. 2sentaway from Canaan into Egypt.

4. Their oppression united them into one nation, bind-
ing them together in common sorrows, dangers, and hopes
and plans. A common cnemy makes a united people.

5 It turned their hearts toward the God of thoir fathers.
It awakenod roligious feclings, Yopes, and nceds. The.
Egyptinn gods were their enemics. Only Jehovah could be
their help. Tho promiseato tho fathers becamo clearer and
more precious to them,




