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LUieeo4 VII.-MAY 13.-ExeauB 1., 1-1-1.

(fsrarl il& Eygl)f.>

GOLDvEN TEXT.-" Our heipa in in the nome of te Lard."~-
pis. cxxiv., S.

Timy.-To imea cf titis louaon extonde frein the death of
joepht, B3 C. 1635, te the birth of Moses, B.C. 157 1, -
sîxty.four yearis according te tire conion chroneiogy; or
te B.C. 1375, tho date of Molees' birth according te many
cotisra.

PLACE.- Egypt, particuiarly the land of Qioshen.
011 11ONOLOUY.-Thoera te a goneral agreement cf tho Bible

with tire chronoiegy dorived frein the monuments. But it
saluat be underateod that ail tho dates appiied te te Egypt-
ion dynasties are vory uncortain and indefinito. Tiso gen.
oral erder ie cicar, but the exact dates are unknowa. Tite
dates given in ail tue boit bocks en Egypt are tentative
eaiy, ani vary greatiy among theinseives. There je ne
cort.ainî cirenoigy, in the Bible or ini hietery, Lili about
B.C. 1000.

DUInATION 0OF TUE BONDAGE IN EOYPT.-We have two
suoasursas by which te ascertain tho duratien cf the bond-
age. Tise First je 480yonrscf I. IKinge vi., 1. The Second
in tho 430 years cf Ex, xii., 40, and Gal. iii., 17.

il) In I. Kinge vi., 1, it je stated that the building cf
the temple, in the feurth yenr cf Solemon, wvas in tue 480th
yoar afior the eodue. Tise foui-tir yoar cf Solomaon wvas
about 1.C. 1012 Add te 480 yenrs (ieaving off oeyear,
because noitlier the fourth ner the 480th wore foul yonr8),
and vo have B.C. 1491 ase the date cf the exodue. The
bandage in the precoding 430 years, extonding front B.C.
1491 te 19L 1, the date if Abraharms cail frein Chaldea, ta
,3nter sipon tho long, homoiesa peried of himesoif and decend-
alta, ut wvhich 215 y0aris wora spent in Egypt.

(2) In Ex. 12 -.40, 41, and Gai. 3 : 17, the duratian cf
the bondage in givear ae 130 yona. Tiso cemmon chronol.
ciagy. as we )lave seani, muakes it extond freont the call of
Abrahamt te tho exedue, co hiaif cf iL, or 215 yearrs, being
apent in Egypt, and Lhe other haif in the wanderitigs ef
.1braitain, Isaac, and Jacot), as piigrimis and strangers. Ini
fa.,Our of titis view, St. Parul gays iii Gai. 3 . 17, tat frein
the ,o', erra.t (or cali of) with Abraham tLeelle gi% ing of the
latw (Ins than a yeatr after the exodus) was 130 years. B3ut
il, Gon. 15 13, 11, it ie said Liant they should bo itrangeris
il s, a tratsge laitd, and ho afliictedi 400 yoars, nd zrearly tlîc
baisse as said *., Ex. 12 -44?. But, in % ery trrzth, the chiid
rt'u e! larael were straragers in a strange land £rom the
time that Abraham loft hais homte for the premnied land, aud
during that whole period of 430 years te the exedus Lhey
wero nowhere rmiers in the land. Se in Ex. 12 . 40, it is
said that the scjnurnitig cf tht' chiidren of Il.i Wvhre
a wit in Egypt, %vos 410 years. But it does net say that

the soj ,urnirg wus ail in Egypt, lut thie people who lived
in Egypt bard been sojeurnere for 430 yeiu-s.

On tho ealler liand mrany t hink that the' 4 30 yoara were
ail spent in Egypt and muet date fron, jacob's immigra.
Lien iute Legypt. Tii method necossitatea anc cf tweo
changes. Either va miuet put te date of Jacnb's cemning
te Egypt semse 20n yenre eari irr than tht' comaron chronol
ogy (V17'G» te B.(' 19nlf, N'dricir nakes rocta for thre EC
)cars. but confuses thp- previaus dates; or starrting witb
B.C. 1706, thc commea date of Jacob's immigration, bringe
te exoulus te a littio beyond. B.C. 1300. Ia this case thora

thora inuet ho semte errer in tho .180 ycars ef I. Kings 6 . 1,
and great difficulty in the nuinhers given in Judges. The
principal roarson for titis vicw is that it givos abundant
tisne fer the' increasp cf the Israeikos tram 68 mea te the
600,000 cf the exodus (sec bcliw ina v. 7).

1. Tiis lu%îîamîAv's IN-ro Eari-. --Vs. 1 6. By a norios
ef stranige providences, and fer the purpose cf devolaping
land traiîing thetu into a people who couid eînbedy the
kingdamn of Ged n eartir, Jarceb and hais sons had como
itito Egypt. The' xun are given bore ut tire iade of tire
trihas or faiiiq 1 t ie ta bê noticed tisat; they came cvery
titan land hais househoid, which farct je cf soa importance in

,womputing the Lime noedfui for thoir increaso te 600,000
mon wlio went out from Egypt in the exodue <Num. 1 :46).
A iîint au te the nunîbers of thés houehide may ho gained
f rom the faot that in Ahraham'e housohoid thoero v aro nt
teout 318 moen wiîe could bear armes (Gon. 14 :14). «"Tite
e<'rvants wore rockonod as part cf tlîo bousehold, and wero
admnittod ta tire covenant and recognizod as Ieraelites (Goïa.
17 :27).

WVhen the lernolites lOlt E pt thoy numbered about
600,000 mon (Nuin. 1 : 46), wliiîp impies a population cf
about 2,000,000. Front Jacoly te Joshua was clovon gen-
erations, nccording te 1. Citron. 7 :23-27. Tho third gen-
cration, Epiîrainm, was born liefore Jacob came te Egypt in
1706. For the remainaing oight genoraitions, a vory simple
caiculation shows that if encl of the 55 mules (Ioaving out
Jacob and hie sono freont tho 68 maie descendants sat this
tinia) shouid bave losa than an average ef four maieo child-
ron, the total would amounit te 600,000 males ini Lb. 21b
years te, the exodus. But if 'vo take into acceunt that in
addition there wore considorabie numabers in their laeuse-
holds (v. 1.) front whom there wouid aise -.a descendants, it
in not at ail improbable tisat tire nu mbers should rcachi that
sum in these two centuries.

Titz PsnîOD cOF Oppnsssîoi.-Vs. 9.14. The children
cf larael are more and mightier thon we, nlot than the
wholo of Egypt but than of the province connected with
lai-nel. In Gosheon, Israel miglit bo grently more numorous
than th;egyptians, as in Hungary. the Slave are, than tho
Mangyars. But the expression may mean only, tee many
for us, unmanageabiy atrong."-.f<zc6regor. Thoe Egypt-
.iane were weakencd by the grcat wars and internai conflicts.
The new dynasty wouid of course have rnany powerful
enemies and niany discordant ciementli, se tiîat nt liueL tho
king wauid feel the need cf guarding aigaine overy danger.
T11-3 monuments show that Raniesea IL had long and dis.
estrons wnrs with the Hittites and ethors.

AND Tuîny MADE TuEin LivEs BirrEn WIrU HAnD
BONDAGE.- The Israclites were employtsd in farccd labours
(probnb1y in dletacliment'>, but woe net owned ljy individ-
utu taakmasters. (Seo v. il.) In mertar and in brick.
It was the practiceocf the Egyptian inonarche ta empioy
their orinuiuais and captives ia war, in building. Bricks
wvorii a favourite building material, especially in tho alluvial
vaileys cf theEuphrates and tire Nule, whero stene is searce.
Eg3 ptian brick were of diffl'ont aizes, but ail of thom
considerably larger thon eura.-.7'dd. Tite werks built by
the Isi-nelites wore probabiy not the pyramide, which arc
supposeut te have boon built contu, es beore this tinte, but
store cities, the great buildings ef RamsesW capital at Zoan,
or Tanais, porbapa aise hais great work uapon the Swcot-Water
Canai, and Lh. gresat wail which extended from te Moditer.
raioan tc, the Rted Sma, nearly parallul wîth the present
Suez Canal, but farther er.st.

Tun ScCTOOL OF ADV£RsiTry.-ln this bard school tue
larnolites learned some useful lousons.

1. Tite sufforings were net unjust, fer the lIabrewa hand
doubties8 greatly corrupted thomseles in Egypt, anid had
beoc in their masses very like the people around them.
This was in thoin a sin that couid not pasR unpunished.
God canr.at suspend Ris moral lawa aven for Hia owa peoplo.
.-. Carr.

2. To wean thein from Egypt; te make themn wiiing te
Ieavo when God's Lime camae. Otherwize they might hlave
becomse se ploasantly settled in business, se encumberod ivith
propperty, that, iia nainy sages later in Babylon, tbey wouia
net bc willing te enter upon tho bard and dangerous enter-
prise of jeurneying te Canaran.

3. Tiso oppression would keep thora separrate fi-cm the
Egyptians, provent interniarriages, and preserve freont the
debasing contact with idolatry. It was the danger freons the
surreunding idolatry that %vas oeo grat reasen iii tho divine
providencevwhy they wt> 3sonLa way from Canaan into Egypt.

4. Their cappressfon united them into co nation, bind-
ing thens tegether in cammon serrows, dangers, and haoe;
and plans. A common ennmy makes a united people.

5 It turned their hecarte tovsrd the God cf their father8.
It awakenod raligieus feelings, hopes, and needs. The-.

Egytixi ed ~tretirironenis.OnlyJelhovai couldbei
their help. The promises te the fatherii bbcame clearer and
more precious te thon,,
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