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#estent churches vach, two have five Protestant church- |

<3 oach. .
‘* Of the towns and villages having a population of
ene thousand or less, four hundred and eighty-three

Mark, we do not say that we have ourselves
worked out that unity among ourselves ; there
are with us, alas, the heresy scent and unwor-

have two Protestant churches each, two hundred and | thy suspicions ; and much lacking, the Chris-

- thirty-five have three Protestant churches each,
fifty-four have four Protestant churches each, seven
havo five Protestant churches each, une had six Pro-
testant churches.”

Reference is then made to some articles in

the New York Christian Advocate are
These we give :—

“ An insuperable ditticulty in the way appears to be!
this : Tho union of the churches of the different de-!

nomninations in one Church of Christ in country places:

i

would necesitate some kind or form of government. It |
could not be the Protestant Episcopal form, for that}
would involve an aceeptance of its apostolicul succes- |
sion, its hturgy, and its unwillingness to exchange with’
or recognhize as ministers those not of its own denmuin.
ation. It could not be the Baptist system, because it
would necessitate, as practiced in this country, the re-
fusal of the Holy Communion to all who were not im-
maesed. It could not be the Presbyterian body or
system, because the Bpiscopalians and the Baptists’
could not conscientiously aceept it ; nor would they con-!
sent to come under the jurisdiction of the Methodist ;
systom with its itinerancy and bishops. The practical
effect, therefore, of an attempt to promote the Chris-
tian League idea would be to build up Congregational ;
churches, governed by Congregational principles, and
ignoring the general conscientiously held peculiarities
of the various bodies.  As i scheme for sp.r - ling Con-
gregationzlisu, the Christian League idea i cot'tled to
great credit.”  The .idvocatr states that inmany places
m the west, where such union movements have been
tried, the result has been what is here intimated.”

Unjon thercfore is, in the eyes of our friends,
impracticable, because only on the Congreqe-
tionul ideal van 1t be vealized! TDenomina-
tionalism must prevail because union \vouldl
destroy it. Twuis is what the confessions of our.
contemporaries really imply.  The Christian
woirld cannot unite on Episcopacy, or on
Methodism, or on the Bap-ist theory: and the
endeavor to promote the Christian league idea
is practically to give effect to Congregational
principles. Certain it is that the Christian
world will never unite on authoritv, nor on
organization, but on sympathy and life, with
direct responsibility to Christ the Head, which
73 the Uo- gregational ideal; and they whose
gpecial care it is to witness for that idea! will
do well to note the fact that they are witness-
ing to thé only possible ground of that Chris-
s$ian unity which is to bring together the scat-
tored Israel of God.

itian esprit de corps; nevertheless, the truth
ythat church life and wunity depends upon
i Christ’s presence and not upon uniformity of
| creed, vitual or form, is that we specially are

the Century by Mr. Wa hington Gladden as to.’icnllcd to witness for, on that wituessing only
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the practicability of doing away with this)
rivalry and waste, and some comm ‘nts from i
added, | fuily, as the days go by.

can the fabric of Christian unity securely rest.
May God enable us to witness more faithfully,

Souk friend writing to the Cunada I’resby-
terian 00 our uew cause in Wooldstock, natyr-
ally in not the most amiable strain, speiks of
our * Cungregational Missionary Superinten-
dent ™ as " a most zeulous denominational pro-
pogandist.”  We accept the left handed com-
plunent as a testimony to the zeal of our
friend, and to the fact that he is making the
society felt in this Dominion We believe ere
long, when the denominational envy has passed,
that Woudstock will be grateful for the Pro-
vidence which led to the establishment of a
chureh of our order there.

IN a private letter from Mr. Gordon-Smith
of Stratford, we read that the mortpageeshave
notitied the Trustees of the church that unless
all aprcars of interest are paid by February
7th, lewal steps will be tuken to eolleet. The
history of this church immediately prior to its
resuscitation under our energetic superinten-
dent and the present pastor is not pleasant to.
contemplate. and had better not be referred to
save as a reasun for pressing the church’s
present necd upon the active sympathy of our
friends. 8230 1s all that is needed to turn the
tide for a prople that have struggled manfully
to overcome their difficulties, and we appeal to
friends whom God hath blessed to come to the
rescue at once. Is the Stratford church build-
ing to be suld? or retained for our use?
Prompt action alone will answer. Let Mr. C.
E. Gordon-Smith, the pastor, hear at once
from friends. .

THe faithful teacher will, of course, take an interest.
in the amusements of his soholars. *‘How shall the
long winter evenings be spent?” is 3 question of im-
portance. Parents should give some attention to this
question, but there is much a teacher cau do in aid of
eocial gatherings which otherwise would be neglected,



