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If it bc said that life insîrrance il, iargely iii the
interest of the getierai pro.speirity. a 4mioi to fililiel;
andi a foil to paurîxini av ' warrt, ve grant ail tliat andi
imore; but aside fraîri the fact that private titterpri.se
lias for ycars abtisiliantl3y pravideci this life iuîstrrance
for li classes, the above is truc of fire insuralice andi )
hundreci ,ther be;îcrîceît cnit:rlirkesI: mluicl private
capital nd eu-iterleri>cni cu îiii-4e l n )au e'cteit morei

dîal ample for tire dekînnaci. 'i'te truc fiictions oi*
goverilurrent arc to protect tire riglits andi foster tzae
interests of tire people, ta encourage indfustry anmiorn
ahI and geirerai intelligence ainong ali clasqes. Wlhen

it bccomes a venclor of any kind. iii conîpetition witlr 1
its ou a subjects, andi a manager of capital iii rivairy
%Witii it: citizen capitalibts, it usurps ftinctions whichi
(Io iot belong te it anrd injures inistead af proinîting
tihe generai prosperity. Insurance isbadul earcd
for, as tratisportation is equally cared for hy the people
thenîiselves, andi tire fiat firilure of the British govermnnieuît,
afler tventy-six years of experiiîneut, as a competitor iii
il> ! Elle inisurance 'businress, strikiiglv denanstrates its
illegitinincy andti he iiistakze of thre - 3)aternial -' idta
as applied ta that business.

THE CA NADIAN PIRE UNDERWRITERB ANN ( AL
M SETING.

'Tite tisuai aîuîm.l meeting of the Caiiadiaii Fire
Uniervrittrs Association wvas lieid in Mantreal an

Tuesdlav, tire ;tir it., andi the fola%iiig tlîreedas
Truere arc doubtiess thousands in aur city who iv-ver
klew of sucli a meeting, nior %vould tlhc3 have e% inced
aniy interest hand they posscssed tirat knaowledgt ; ami
there is aiso aniother andi by lo ineans simaili chasa
citizens who regard tic-association wiîir ftelings c.ither of
ailtaganisur, being fîiiily persnacetl 'int it is a combina-
tian for undilly forcing up rates,-or oi cantempt as ail
utteriv useless insetitutioni frain a niercantile Iboilt af

vimew.' Ta botli af threse contentions we ilavc IINVa
takeui txceptionl, nîaîntaining, first, Iliat e:quitabile ratcs
sîeed Irat ilenul higi rates; aid scconld.thlat an1 ins'titlution,
whichi by ils muus anti regtilctionis enicoura-ges., tie(
erectioni of a better ciass of buildingls and he-tter file
protection, cannlot fhirh3 lie stigmiatiz(A Ils lnseless

As long ago a.- 'ha) of last yecar we drcw itteliti()l to
the curions fact titat the average rate: of the! year mss 9
wvas lowcr tiran fobr a iiiiinher af vears puerionis to imat,
date, and tire rate for 1890, as talzcn frauni the Guverîr- 1
mient ri.port, shows a further reductioni, being '- î as
against t.16 for i889, cieariy proving thnt the ~eîhr
of the association are reasonabie andi pcrfectiy willing
ta ilac conicessionîs for imrvneî.thrs coiiiplieteiy
refntilm;g the t1icary that tIe collipaines ccanibîîîc tagether
sn'iii)l for tIme iiîcreasc or iminteîîaîce af late.

Foloviiig is a caripiete iist of the nncruhers piresenit
anîd tia. conîipauies., they repre£eiitcd

Er :F. W. EaiJ. I1uigietlis.R l,«. F
ICiug; .%(.IUccI.TURAI. :J-lbephi 1:lysiî, C. R. G. joliîîsoiî, 1.
St%!Vien 5. : elll.ÀS, ANI) NÎATILNAI. OF~ IRELANI>D .C hîsu-

BArmmsî;AIEtI : W. Il. Biks; CA2.5DONIA .j.W

Tayltor. A. IM. Nairu ; CmTz1-Ns: E. Il. llerîtou ; Cil,. 'f Los%-
DON : Il. M. liackburn, 1. Il. Ilaunford, W. oXîcom
MEii!CJ.N.L 1UNio,,Nv W. B. vauts; LLîsTjitN J 1 Ejt C. 11.

G. Joiasonx; E,î~.vts IBIÎ .1.snlbn),ry ; F RI,

Associ.iTbos : Joui }Zezîmîcdy3, Gvh . %. J. Reiton,
gtctlI hmanîanager, loualon01, 1Eaîg., H1. E. Dowcr.s, V. S. nanger,

New York, Roit SiUMImS, G. A. Hvrt;IARTFORD IR iti
chas. H* Chase, pre.4ilent, Hanrtford, F. W. lEvaiis, Il. A. Mc-
Cullltig ; INSPiRI4i.îm. 1. 1).»ac 1,C-,~NAiI J3. 11 Itataford;

r'IN'Itui'ool. & Zon~& Gi.oîarf G. Il. C. SamîLII; 1,oxNO
.rNi)LANCsIIIIiM. A. Suims, Vr. W. E'«Vlil:s ; I.,.IA soi-

~Nî:E. J%. Luly ; VcI<iIR1IRa' Jas tlooiiîcr, J. W

laîsn tnididl l)avid,.on, J C Norswortiîy :N'ukTimitN
RZoi>crt W\. Tyrt; NoRitwcii I.SioN Altex. t)h ont, WValter
KaVatiagli NawRTU A-MMtUCÀ: J. Il. Ca.rsoti ; PaîrmxNt, Brook-
lysn I.L C. Ciianp). J. C. S5mb» -, lîmor-x, Ilartforti : Gerald Ii.
Hlart -,nEIx Loiiot A. T. P'aterson, R. 'McD. Paterson
Quiiiiiic : J. Il. Rotith; Quix -. '. M. Wickiatit - RovAl.

Wîin. Tatley; Scorrîsii I*N-os, . \.AV M.ln,. Kavailagli:
.NO : -r. I.. Morrisey , WVt'sT..t< :3J. J. Keii'y, C. C. Fos.

ter, J. Il. Rotitli AE4.oMl'I J. Kîller.
We Nviii nlow procee to colisider tire r.tility or otirer-

wise of an association whuici lis just conciuded ils
eightlh. anmali eetiiîg.

CI<rssifiraIioi qf />/1aces. -One of tire frrst great
inieasures adopted by lime offices was tire classification
of towns and villages, in accordance rvith the coiîstrtic-
tian aid fire protetion afforded, thehigluest ciass beizig
"A, Il the iiext leB, Il ani so on clown ta * F.'' Thme

variairs irunîcipalities couid nlw'ays learai wiî:d ta <la iii
ortier ta obtaini a reduetioti iii rates, anid sonie liave learmn
cd ta timeir cost that tire ilegleet tn kcep up tire standard
af protection, or thiat the eirforcenreîrt of lieavy taxes
on tIre insurauree counipanries, simiply led ta a4er increase
of time rate, uintil ltme inîpravemnent ini t1e protcee.ioii or
tire rernovai af the taxes tokl place. As a resuit af
titis iiiited actiont, Nve irray cite thînt during the past
twelvc rrrorrtlis aloîre tire followinig chranges have Leil
mîade, viz. :
Xiitgstoii riscd front C to A "Mitchell1 raistil froin Il to C
Birantford te B Il A Biarrie 1) ..c
I.oîîdoat liast F '~A 'LI.trk-laiti 1: E C
Colliligwood " 1) IlB Niagara ~' F 4. C
Napaiuec 1) 1> ; Beaultarnuis ]:I C
Iîtge-rsoll C Il Laclxiiie " Il "c

xiuieardille 1- 1 .c

Besides tlîis, iinie tawns hrave becir raised ta elass 1)
froir satire lower letter, tirre taw-ns fron F to E, wvhile
ou the otirer luaird Port Perry wvas lo%-ered fromr D ta
e St. Johnms and Ricinrond beiing aiso reduccd iii like:

inanner. This surely af itself unay be said ta have
heeli a faim aiaulit af tuseful -I'ork,, but il 15 0223' aone of

îniary iirgs for w-ii praperty owners have to tlîank
tire ULîder-writers Association.

Iiietndiar-isii--Tliis wvas a sîubject dcait withr a li te
îrreeting -, andi whIilc inistrrarce corîrparries liave a hrorror
af cauring forward iii tire lighit of public prosectntar.
thcy always desire ns far as possible ta sa reduce tire
loss frauri iurceîrdiarisin as la eliinulirate il as ane af
lte fauctors ini fixing rates. The caîupanies hlave therc-
fore appointed a eoiiiîurittec ntithorized tunder certain
rules ta offer a reward np, to $500. for tire conviction af
arr iurcenrdiary, whlri we hope rnay lîcar gooci fruit iii
the furturre.

Ra1ùnr Of 3 j'Ca) ,isks i Weésiern Ontar-i.- Owiuîg
rallier ta certain real or fanucied diversity of inîterests

tîmn la the excuse ivu-iecanrpctit: mir af i.
:riutu.als-thn-ec -c-ar hnsliluesçs, caliîrprsînig ( ein
chrtrcmes irîd lther srci ioi-lîazardous risks, have itot


