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THEBSDAY, DEOLMBER 21, 830
A Merry Christmas®

* Fear not; for beholl T bring you

good tidinge of great Joy tuat shall be

to all the peopls,” esid the Angel of

the Lord nearly 1900 years ago.

404 the del hepherds heard,

1t oo, AN DASUr Secrn 0 BEMIRG
m berslding it approsok, vaveriog
the cavth with ate mautle of saaw,
and Julling oll the land into A peacc-
fal, prayerful etitlavss, as if in pro-
varation for the com.g of the Infaut
Haviour. Dat ity approsck e atill
more sogeplondus jn the hfe and

ity --cver hould have boon a nves
ewy. if peaonea sud wise  diplomcy
o Loth iiden bad been alownd tu
provatl,  Nor ig it right to hold Pro-
eidont  Krugse wholly reevonsible for
tho bloody work insugurated by bis eo

by <hould B v busitle Lo the
Both, undor whose 1y they Lavo
ergored & zanol peestr wessare of
freedota and fac trost@ens than thuy
ever coocived under the UId Rogiae”
or wora likely ta ¢njoy under the

tenial and Ruid of

sud it saast wlio be admico 1 that tho
onforprs s showa by vome of our luad-
g papery, ( gatlariug ucws from
the rerasts cornora of the globe, 13
vhonomsnat and loguly oreduable.
Qanadian nowauaport, &g a rule, ary

tataed at & igh moral atvadard.

oslled, bastily and ill.adwiecd uln
mato, which the Rwght Hor.

ozergy displayod by the QOanadi
people—eepeoially 1n tho great cities.
The dcaoeated stors-windowa  with
there woalth and profasion of good
thinge teap: the oo, and tho hand
uvconsorausly seoks purse or packot,
a8 vizions of faces at homuand abroad
ade glad riso upon the mental weion,
After all 1819 pleasanter to give than
to recoivo,—pleasantest of oil to bo
shlo to give abundantly, aa the
alanghty Fathor did when Ho gave
unto His ohildren on earth the price-
losa gift of Hiz anly begotton Son for
therr redomptinn and salvation.

Cht igalso p fncatly the
childron’s festival, aud it is meet that
it sbould be 0 ; for did not our Divine
Lord whon grown into manhood say -
¢ Sufier littlo children $5> como unto
me 9" 1t is moet that they should
go unto Him lywg in tbo orib, and
render Him homege aud loving tn-
bute, mindful of his great love avd

fioa for them in the far-off past,

wont and adored at the crib of Beth.
lehem, ag milllons will 1o a fow days
hear, go and adore.

“Glory to God in the highest;
and on enrth peace to men of good
will,” sang tho army of Angels of the
Loed over the lonely hills of Bethle-
bem ¢ome 1900 years sgo, and so
again will they sing, and their song
will be heard around the world on
tho ocoming Obristmas morn, May
the aoko at luast of the angelio strain
reach the beatts of warring men and
tum them to pesse and Obristian
obarity. Aul yet what a frightful
commentary upan 19th eenlucy oivi.
lirstion and Obristlsnity ia being
wrilten in blood aud bitter sears by
two Christian nations, both profossing
the gosgel of Ohrist s thelr guide and
salvatior, aud beth making the Bible
their ‘standard of faith and spiritn.
slity ! The greed of gold, the luat of
conquest, the thirst for human blood
ettt graw rank in the beart of man,
Tyraauy, ivjustloe, oppression of the
weak are yol oonspiouons smong
nations 1lled Obristian, aod they aro
not ashamed,

It would soem as if the Babe of
Bethlehem had bewn born, ked lived,
a-4 guffered and died in vain. But

-wd’s justise slumbere not nor eleops,
and the accounting time for evory
nation and every empire marked on
the face of the earth will come, as
eurely ag death will come to overy
living man,

The Obristmas atmosphors, as it
provails over the wide British ompire
to-day is #o fail of war aud slaaghter
that Chrietmss with its peacefal,
happy, hallowed assosintions seems
out of piace. The brutal slmor of
war, the sh-ieks of the woanded and
the groans of dying men ; the wailing
of widowed mothers aed orphaned

ildren fn th ds of bereaved

and of his evor present eacrifice upon
our altare,

Lot the children have their way
just for one day, remembering that
He too was omoe a child. Turn the
hiouse over to them, parlor and kitohen.
What maiters it if o few toys are
broken? Toys are mede to be broken
~—at leaat most of thew ace, aud oaly
a fow will be fortanste enough to hive
to eee another Christmas Day. Then
when unight comes, and weary of toye,
of revole and, perhaps, of too many
good things, let thers kneel dowa
onoe more, in pirt, beside the orib of
Bethlehem, and thauk the Infaut
Baviour for being a ohild like unto
thorselves, aud for towohing them
how to live good lives thet they may
follow tbrough the gates opened for
them by Him into the kingdom of
His Father. Then, loviog parents,
on your knees thank God that your
ohildren were able to enjoy Cbri

Joscph Chsmberlain and hia enpport
org, would have tho world belisve pro
oipitated the conflied.  Wo muas, to
b fuir, take into oconaidoration, tha

modera uquoe. I thore 1 onv
Provined of the Dowinion that has

and aro fros from the gross sugges-
tlons, brussl jilugtration«, and dograd-

ing pl logy. tbat o diefigurs and

less cause thau her of plai

Just at the present time, that Peovines
ig Quobee.  We do not wish to be
d b: haritablo, aud eo will

vontinued provocation and goading, by
the conatant and mara and wore ex.
roting domands made upon tho Trans

vasl G by tuo perial
sutLoritios, a8 well as the undoubted
strength and prepareduces of the Bocers
to «ugage a powerful and  deteriained
foo.

Do far, 1t xauat be aduntted that the
advantage o3 with the Boers,
shom with tho present avaable
foroos b sremzimposmvletn cxpel sven
from Briusb tornitory- aot to apeak of
tho arduous aud dreadful work whioh
liea bofore the Beitleh, whon they
havo ocarsied the war inta the home
1aud of e Boers.  Viewng it from
spy staudpoiot, thia war with ite
feightful tram of death snd sulloring,
and with its atill more frightfal ocarn-
ago and lossos, making tho future
look red and ominous of tears and
bitter wailing, in thousands of once
oheerful and happy homes, wa say,
viewing it from any standpoint, this
war is to the whole DBritish Ewpire,
tho most deplorable event since the
feuitlons aud eqa ally unnesoseaty war
that deluged tho Crimea with blood
some forty five years ago. It is diffi-
oult to conoeive how any peace.loving
raan oan exult in the butcheries that
ara daily dyiog she South Afnican
soil with human blood ; snd when the
true inwardness of things 18 brouglit
into the calmer day of saber history,
doubtless, the blame will be placed on

roet {n the bolief that tkia hoatility 13
{founded upon suflieing reasons 6o fav
23 tho Freudh-Canadiane thomselves
aro conacTned.

There can  be po doubt con-
ourmng  the provailing  ecntunent
among tho vast msjority of the
Canadinn  prople, and the presout
uititude of the Irerok-Canadian
Press mill bas servo to acoentaato the
fuct that thero 13 o olean out line of
cleavago botwecu Quebes and the
other provinces, whiol throatena to
widen into a broach, aiming at the
disraption of the Canadian people, and
the desiruction of natlcnal aims and
ideala.

The Canadian poople iz made up of
various elements, diffaring in rao

dofito evon sowea af the bast American

i ravlent Lo spriol to jourrdiats
whoso solfreapeet, or Iaok of pellfre
apeol permity thow fa soropt the pro-
tits of g0 degruded and degradinga
businesg , but intelligent rendors bave
the mstior in thor own hands,  Thy
diffsrensa boswoen & newspaporof tho
nlean and bonorable sort, and one of
tho soneational journala is roadily per-
aoived, snd ths vorrupt praotises of
the latter would soon ocoase, ifa
houghtfal public woro to make it

j la, dudging from b and
oarolul eximination of Oavadiau oity
papers, thers iy litclo that in theao
days a Catlolio parent could objeot to
from a purely mdeal stnn Ipoint, i we
axoept ome ok +n reduering advertise-
noaty, ofming at the rolivf for ail tue
illa that (-abs {3 boir to.  Tho Press
it a power 1o ths land. Tho Ganatin
pablis, thy great maea of tho woge-
vieniag  peaply, @8 n rending pubhbo,
and 1t3 main source of mformation 13
the nowapaper.  The laboriug men
rewds lna paper with mare farvency
probably, than hoe rends bis peayers,
provided ita politioal viows are 0 g
hkmg ; and ko oanuot read withont
b ] d in thought and
cbaracter, The same hulda good of
Lis ohildren ag soon as they ckn read
and uaderatand.  Wath a batler sya-
tem of sel to 1 t that

and n oreed, and the development
progress and welfare of this country
oan only bo secured by the process of
toleration, of mutual oconsideration
and i Fvery b of
race or religious hatred puts Canads
back a step in her national course.
Just a8 the people in Ontario and
Quebes bave to live together under
one and the same rule, so individuals
the countey over, diffaring in race
and oreed, have to live side by side and
purcue their daily avosations and
lines of busivess together, They have
$o acoept the conditions prevailing In

of, indiseriminate oollgc.tion. whioh

disapproval evident enough."

To como to worthloss magazines
and novols filled with tho veriost
trash, thow nama {a legion.  Thoy
oricp into the nome, the office, the
gohool-room, pervorting the winds of
the young, uod undermmning and
destroying ¢hn work of ranster, teach
cr ond paront for good. It whould
never ba forgotten that oncof the
ponalticd of viucatton id vn  onlarged

aphora foc wvil ag for good. Ifa ohuld
i3 taught to zend, ho will read, if ho
18 trained to think e wil think, af
advisod to observe he will obsorvo
but untoss a moral and roligious train.
ing Lvoking, atimulating and reguls-
ting conseicnoo, accompany and min-
gla with hig seholastio work, the leuits
of gelf oulture in nine oased out of ten
will bo poieonous and moraily destrue-
tive, Every Oatholic parent shoul

provails smong the groat j ls, the
deily press might become an eduos-
tiooal factor of very grest value—
might stand to the great uneducsted
masses, what the University is to the
eduonted oinsses, for it reaches into
every laborer's coltage, and is read
with an avidity whioh is slartling in
ita intensity.  I! newspaper editors
aud mansgers would put on their best
thinking caps, aad tey to realize the
power and influence of the eduoated
foroe they scatter every morning or

the sountry of their birth or adoption,
trusting to better them by the exercise

g ghout the land, they
would most aurely exercise a judicious

has not been, and is not a unit on the

Day, and that you ware able to

inister to thai enj 1} t for-
gettiog thoee others, the motherless
ones, the waifs aed strays of a nnt
too kindly world

To our readers, ooe aud all, we
wish, “ A MERRY OHRISTMAB V'
-———

The Boer War.

The reverses which have attended
the British in South Afrios during
the paat week, bave somewhat damp-
eved the ardor of those who oratwhile
wero predicliog a speedy and easy
victory. How dreadfully sstray in its
caleulations,even the War Ofice was,
at the beginning of the struggle, may
be gathered from the fact that at the

of the rigt of the
war, opp toit, h . being
ohicfly confined {o the radieal journ.

powerlul factor of all, the Press, that
aime ot geitiog man ageinst mep,
seation of people against seoticn, race
against race, creed againat oreed, is

als, such as Reynold’s paper, and
Liabouohere’s Truth.  Neither oan it
be aaid that the Cansdian Press is
ifc in its itude ¢ ds the
war.  Opinion and sentiment are
diversified, ranging all the way from
tho Jingoi %o inely digloyal
utterances, Ol ooutse, on this sub
ject a8 upon others, every man is en
utled to his own oplaion, snd even to

distinotly hostile to the welfare and
bent interests of the Cavadisn people.
Oun the other hand, so far ae Eog-
laud is conceraed and apart feom Can-

tbe shoulders of those who are really | of comwmon sense, mutusl forb p over the ool of their

responsible, and God in big justice | snd good governwment. Auny act, | PApers.

will @ d a striot for ! ut or polioy, apringing from It is the oustom 1 vatlous Euro-

them. 1he government, tcom zeligious, socisl | pean for the g t to
Meanwhile, even the English preas | or politioal bodies, or from that most 8 press hip, ofteati

of a rigorous nature, booause it real-
izes & faot to which the American
people seem to be blind, and the Can.
sdisn people dim-sighted; nawely.
that pap are the di of
populsr thought, and must exersise
sn enormous influence on the form-
stion of the character of the nation.

ada, no fair-riinded and well-inf a
man could reseonably expsst the
Trish people, either of the mother-
land, or in the varions parts of the
British Empite, to which they have
been driven by bard conditions,azd to

the expression of it, but 1t is b

odly » matter for more serioug oongider-
ation wheo journals, ostensibly aoting
a8 the organs of the varioussections of
the Qapadian people, not only make

whoge progress sad develop they
have oontribated so muok by the
energy, genius, veraatility snd good
oitizenship that are characteristis of
thelr race, to groutly sympathize with
Eugland 1o thie ber day of teisl. The

no gecret of dhare eond of the
war, bat take s decided and even
hus stand on the sido of the

extra gession of Parll, it stated
that the Boer war would eost $50,-
000000, while now the figures are
placed at the bigh figars of $200 000.-
000. Instead of an srmyof 75.000

homes aze sedly oot of keeping with
the sogelie Christmag stean,  Glory
%0 God in the highest ; and on earth
pesse o men of good will,”

Bat sunshine or shade, in peace or
during & time of savage warfare, the
Catholic Ohareh is ever the same.
Bho neither slambera nor forgets ;
and 50,0n the comiog Christwas morn
thy ohant of the Ohristmas Mass,
the ~ummong to the orib of Bethlehem
to adore the Ohild that was born anto

British soldiers parading shrovgh the
Orange Free State, aud swarming
sbrough the psases of tho Deakenberg
tains after the defeated Boers,
there is now 1z Bouth Afrioa & magai

ficeut British army of 80,000 men,
with sa additioal 10,000 in the pro-
ocess of raobilisation, or on their way
10 she socene of action, and yet the be-
ginuiong of the mighty death straggle,
which seems sare to take place before
the Union Jack waves at Pretoria,
oan sosrcely be maid &0 have been
hed. It would look as if the

us'Yor our ion und ealvati
will soccompany the sun iu his journey
round the earth, shining equally over
the hills and plains msedo rod with
buman blood, aud over the smiling
fa0e of pescefal sonntries.

Happy, indeed, should we be, anl
tusokfol shoald we be in this falr and
happy lsnd, to be able to weloome the
Prinoe of Peace in our churches, fres
{rom the turmoil of bloody strite, and
thie sorrow and suffaring it entsils oo
the beresved snd waiting ones at
home.

Christmas in a1l Chriatil e
has alwuys bosn regacded as the sea-
sou of gladnems, of the reunion of
{aniiliss, of all those dear asaovistions
and moemorios that are onlonisted to
soften the heart and move the soul to
tond and religioce devoli

Ne souatry in the world Jeods iteelf
moze readily to the obeervaves of
Obristaas than Ososds, il cur jdeals
aze thoee of norihern nations, and no-
wheta ie its advent looked forward to
with 50 genercus s disposition o
nako the best of {4 in every way when

A e S————-
= : ’

officiaily aokaowlodged cheoks sus-
tained by Generals Gatacre and Me.
thuen asre bat the preludes to a sue-
ocession of bloody bastles, entailiag a
frightfal loss of lives to both sides.
Aod yet it must not be consluded on
the streugih of the exuliant shouts of
» ocontinental press, almost wholly
hostle to Great Britain, that the
British arms have sustained an irratrie
vabls deteat, while it maust be candud-
1y sdmiited that the Bocra have prov.
od, in military psrlance, foamea wor-
thy of Beitish steel, and adepts 1a the
ary of defensive warfars. It isso the
eredit of the British generals, and the
fair-minded portion of the British peo-
plo, that tbey resogaixa this fuct, and
it ig withio the bonnds of probability,
that the Boars by thair spleadid valor
and endurenos have won that respsst
of nations by their sazms whioch s sent-
ury of psaoe would not have secared
for them.

But viswing the warin ile causes,
welissent from those who say that it
wae & neosseity. I was not & neces-

Boers In their conflict with Great
Britain,

While it is far from vur parpore $o
impaiga tue rights ot the press to the
freo and open discassion of all publie
questions, by whick ocly we oan

memory of centuries of oppreasion,
oruelty, cooficostion, exolusion, and
enforoed self-banishment on she parts
of milliong of Irishmen, is not likely
to be effaced by British reverses and
Boer vistories, It would be

It is ackoowledged that the rospeot.
sble amall boy can be metamorphosed
into s asvage by a courzse of ultra-
seneationl, tomabawk and war p.int,
but it is not 8o gonerally recogniz d

itute bimeelf & vigil it
tee to sit upon the question of home
litoratare.
A d amaaand

Power of the Catholic Press,

To judge s case fairly one shonld
hear both sides. No fair-minded man
would oare to condemn au mecused
peraon before hearing what hie has to
say for himeelf. Thiu principle is sd-
mitted on sl questions excopt religion.
Hera the oustom almoat invariably is
to condemn without Liearing both sides
of the question. Onno point 12 man
gonorally spesking o set in his own
opinion a8 on points of religious belief,
Every man thioks his own religion
the true one and eithor condemns all
others or grudgiogly concedes them &
Aonbifal talavat 0

i
unlese oconducted with the utmost
dignity, onndour aud fairness, engen-
dors ill-feeliog and widens the gulf
betweon the disputanis. But to »
oalm, clear exposition of the trath
from an acorodited minister of the
palpit no impsrtisl mind ez objeet.
Neither oan thero be any legitimate
objeotion raised srainet the pabliostion
of works aiming st the full snd truth-
fal explanation of okurch dootrine,
where that dootrino is olesr, definite

taat a like effeot may not be wholly
lacking in adult experionce.  Olose
students of inssnity, especially of
Lomicidal insanity, state that the
reading of gory acoounty of frightfal
orimes freqaently oonatitutes the in
itlal suggesticn of like deads, such &
terrible inflasnce do these highly
ocolored news reports exersise upnn
the brains of weak minded snd exoif-
able persouns. It {8 » fact bayoud per.
adventure, that orime fosters erime

able o expeot such superhuman
goueroeity even in the Irish people.
To suoh & desi; attitade

gauge the trend of pubdlio 4

N 22 Waol

now % ing such ax imp
faotor in determining thy grave issues
affeoting the life and welfare of
nations, we have no hesitation, so
far 88 we ourselves are soncerned, in

izing and scknowledging the
danger that attackea o iotemperate
and untimely utteranoces in a country
like Gnusds, and at a oritioal time
like this. It is our opinion that every
seotion of the Oouadian Prees, if
it eannot endorse the ooursa Great
Britain has choson to taks in its deal-
ings with tha South Airiean Republis,
should 1.member that it owes a dnty
to Canads, and to the Canadian peo-
pleasa whole. Te go to wotk to
stir up strife and racial differences, or
bstred ia a oountry where so maty
diffsreat nationalitiss have to live to-
gether and work out their joint destiny
does mot seem ta us o be wu over-
wise polioy. No Englishman could at
presons expeot France to love Eng-
Jand. No intelliffant men could ex-
poot Ircland to love Englaad.  Pat
Feanos is not Qacbes, nor is Irelsvd
Oanada ; but Canada should be Can-
ada to all her people,

It in openly charged that all the
Frenoh Oansdian joaruals of suy note,
oxoept Mr. Pacaud’s paper, La Roleil,
are, like their Pavisian brethren, dis-
tinotly hostile to the British in their
war against the Boers.  I{ this is g0,
it in to be vegretted, as it is
diffioult o “wndersiand why the
people of the Province of Que.

gland at present, would be
to stamp the Irish peovle as void s¢

through the di of the daily
papers, aud as s wmatter of courss,
suok: reading oaunot be healiby to any
sensitive and growing mird, Ia the
publisstion of the details of orime, snd
of the sonsequent Srials, there are

the ordinary feelings aud passions that
sway the haman heart, would pro-
olaim them poltroos to the osuse they
sy 3o muoh at heart, the realization
of an Ireland enjoying such & share

pspers in Oanada every bit as
bad as the flaring yellow journals of
New York aud other Amerioan pities.
Not very long agos vigcrous protest
wa3 made against a Mootres! sheet by
Monsi| Brachesl, and an amend.

of tree ooustitutionsl g LY
tha. whioh prevails in the most im.
poriant of the British goloniss, Aw to
the outspoken hostility exhibited to-
wards Eogland by the Irish home
presc—with  the  Irish.American
Preas we have no course for comment
—and of cortan of the Irish leaders,
smoungst whom Mlohsel Davitt is
ooaspicaons, we sy that, considering
the history of the past, remote and
inaweding, it is quite maturs), and
what might be expected.  T'he prad.
enoe or wisdom of enoh & coarse, in
view ofita influence npon the future,
wa loave to the judgment of onr rea)-
era, who are probatly wiser and more
fat seeing than wa have any desire to

elaim to be.

Newsp.per Education,

It behover the Oatholic parent to
keep & watohfal eye on the literature
that fiods its way into his houss. It
oomes ohivly iz thres forme, nows
paper, the magaxii e and the novel or
story, and of the thres, the la; ¢ men-
tioned y deoidedly the greateat

mant was promised and mada.

In our cities may be found exposed
or not exposed, assording to the eon-
8dianoo of the news vendor, for wuale,
vilo sheets that, in mpite of the pre-
tence at *press Guardiavship on the
part of the Oanadisn Government,
find their way soross the horder and
into the bauds of readers who gloat
over the prarient literary trash and
ita scoompanying vulgar acd imwmoral
illustrations.

Allading to American papers, many
of which find their way into Oanwda,
an Amevican exchange says, “thers is
anotbor aapect of the osse, aad this is
tha unepeakablo lewdncst to which
certain vawspaperslend their eolumus,
We refer particalarly to the **parsonal
advartisement” columos, In these,
ander oover of aearcfully shosen
phreses, propositions are advaunced
whose meaning palpable through the
thin maek of words, is #0 liceuticus
thud we can ounly alinde to thom in
this general way, Some of these

poasibilitica for doing misohicf 10 $he
nome,  The eduoational possibilities

of the press must be aoknowledged

and auth

It i moknowledged by missiouari
and priosts who have tmade it » special
atudy that the objeotions sgeinst the
faith and practice of the Rowman
Oatholie Olareh come from mis-

d ding the true teaching of our
Holy Raligion and the too ready ear
given to its covert but sworn enemies,
who through the instrumentslity of
polpit,hall and pressars ever secking,
even in these days of enlightenment
aud progress, to prescrve that absurd
antl-Oatholic sttitude that holde the
ignorsnt aud bigoted masses in an
unchristian bondage.

Protestantaas s rale do not care fu
honr the trath concerning the Cstholie
taith, would nct hear it it they hed
the chance, and yet they profess to
koow all about it. They walk in the
self-satisfied one.sidedaecs of a re-
fleoted light and imegine that the
Ostholio Chureh ia buried in sn
Egyptiau darkaess of ignoranse super-
stitlon and irrational dogms. It is
tho fact, that those wko look upon
the teashings of the Oatholie Ohoroh
a8 oonirary io scriptures,superstitions,
und even idolatrous,do 80,becaues they
ot their information from P,
sources,and have been brought ug in

an hea of malioi

tation, distortion offacts and ‘per-
veraion of the truth,

Without seeking to reflect on the
religlons belief of anyous, it may be
faitly atated that in distinotly Pro-
testant oountries or in countries in
whick Protestaats form the groat
mejority, Oatholies are she best
eduosted people in the land, not only
sofar ag theicown religion is conoern-
ed, but in the kmowledge of othet
prevailing oreads. Tney are the only
people who hesr both mdes, and this
they are more or lses Jorosd to do, if
they peruse the ordinary newspapers
in order to keop proe with the times.

The publio press of s Protestant
oouniry views religious mattery fro

oorrnpt fe not only are app!
in tbo Metropolitan dailies, but are
extending their reslm to the Gazeites

and Ot of country towns, ¢

AP tandpoint and religionaly
avoids saying anything that ocu be
conttracd into praiss or & proper
apprecistion of the ments of ibe




