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IX NOVA SCOTIA AND THE ADJOINING PROVINCES.

pnly in the morning®  Evidently he will sup-
pose that what is said in ghe afternoon is not
of equal importance. In other words, if you
tell him that people ought to go to chureh on
Sabbath, hie will retort that, if that be so,
they ought to go twice a day, if service is tq
be heid twice a day,and you will find it a lit-
tle difficult to put him down.

“The great church which ITuttended on the
afternogn in questiop, was dotted with a few
stragglers, and an earnest thoughtful sey:
mon preached. It may have touched some
heart, and done great good. That is not the
question. Here is a man who, like other
speakers, cannot help being quickened or
saddened by his audience. ])o yeu serious-
ly think a human being can address himself
to pews stuffed with red cushions, and an
occasional human being somewhere amon
them half asleep, and not suffer in his mimf
and heart and soul ? If he be by some en-
chantment, a machine wound up to grind
out two sermons a week, he may do it. But
a living man, with a palpitating heart and
longing soul, cannot do it. He must be
gradually disappointed, hardened, ossified.
The light in him will fade for want of pure
air, it wil flicker, and if it gogs out, wlose
fault is it? Why don’t clergymen tlibm-
selves stand up against this imposition ? They
are sometimes ready to complain of the Ly-
ceum Lecture system as carrying qway the
aucience, and disinclining people for Sabbath
sermons. But if the Lyceum should gubject
the speakers to the same djscipline which the
clergyman is so unfairly wmade to endure, the
clergy would soan see the benches of the
Jecture room ag deserted as the pews on
Sabbeth afternogn. It is not true ss 3 ge-
neral rule that pur clergymen suffer them-
relves to be ¢ put down’ bf the congregation ?
T'he fundamental condition of the relation is,
of course, that they shall like each other.
But wher that is fully acknowledged, then
there are duties upon botl sides.

“The Kasy Chair was wonderfully rpfresh-
ed by hearing a bishop say to an immense
congregation, ‘ There will be a collection in
this church next Sabbatl) morning, for the
benefit of the Home Missions, Thepe is
complaint upon the paypt of some byethren,

that gpllections are vepy frequent in this!
church. They are so; and they are sa be- |

cause the contributions are so small. We
are pledged to a certgin sum for this pur-
puse, and I ehall be gorely ashamed if we
l‘aﬂ to fulfil our promise. therefore hope
that all who are in the habit of absenting
themselves when collections are taken up
will come next Sabbath morning, prepared
to give liben_llly; and that those who have
hitherto contribyted will cheerfully give more.
Let us sing the two hundredth hymn.’
“There is a clergyman who understands
the reciprocal obligations of the relfion.
And what comes of it? Just this: that a
anguishing society is now the most flourish-
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' ing in the place, that ojd debts are pnid off,

"new buildings erected, universal interest

t aroused, and everybody feels more pleasantly
‘ toward his neighbor and toward himself. Da
| vou suppose if he hall been content to have
| people stay at home in the afternoon, and

leave him to preach to red cashions, that alj
I this ceuld have been done? Not at all. He
- has no intention of wasting himselt upon
| cushiong ; his business as a Christian clergy-
man, is to influence men; and he does 1,
Posthumus—he does it.

s Just as I am ending my talk, I find cleri-
cal authority for what I say. At the recent
meeting of the Congregational Union at
Aberdeen, DIr. Alexander, of Edinburgh, said;
¢ I am ready, without any beating about the
bush. to say that we are all underpaid for
what we do, I was talking lately with a Lou.
don business man—a suceessful merchant,
It was about the time hishops were g@ting
made, and we were talking about their ins
comes. He said to me, * And if it is a fair
question, what do you get?” Itold Him,
« Well,¥ he answered, “is thatall vou get?”
% Yes, and compared with what many of my
brethren get, it -is/pretty fair.,” ¢ And what
do you do for that ?” 1 said I would enligh-
ten him ypon this: “Inthe first place, I com-

ose and write what would be fully two vret-
ty thick octava volumes ; about as muck as
any literary man bending over his pen thinks
of doing, and more than some do in a year,
In the next place, 1 have to do as much speak-
ing every week as a lawyer at the bar in good
practice, Then, in the third plage, to do as
much visiting as a surgeon in average prac-
tice would da, Anud in the pext place, I think
I write as many letters as many of your great,
merchants do.” ¢ Well,” he said, * is vburs
an extraordinary case?” I said, * Not at
all; 2 man's duties correspond with his
sphere ; but many of my brethren do as much.
some of them, perhaps, a little more.” “Well,”
he said, ¢they may say as much as they
please about ministerg getting toa much for
their work, but nane of us would do half
vour work for four times your pay.””—Fkz,
Paper.
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RTATE QF RELIGION IN SWEDEN,

Anq intelligent Christian peasant in the cen-
tral district of Sweden says, that *“the increas,
ing spiritual earnestness which prevails at
present among the comman people there, is
such as to strike even ogeasional visitors. In
some J)laces, the awakening has been so wide-
spread, that opposi:ion has, far a time, almost
wholly disappeared. In one village, all the
inhabitants without a single exeeption, ap-
pear to be seeking after salvation, In this
district, the number of spiri;unlly-minded
clergymen, especially among the yvounger
ones, is greater than elsewhere; and even
those who da wot appear to have experienced




