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mon ; buit it is the j>ullie4ti overdoing
his hu-niIlity, an 1 f.ld so uiui as littitit

one sL:uîdinir betw.,en ifin and he.iven.
.iust its iticu hâve .lîlllculty in bel ieving
at ail in te I>ivine Love, or that they
have a itiîr in Ilic.vci who has nu
th<jUciti ttowa;rds tenbut tilouzlits of

E9(,s)tIuy have dllit-u ty ini bclieving
t tlwi share il ireet and iinîmedi-

ate as tat ot aîny otiier ini Luis Love-mn
saying witii ail tliîir lîiarts Orahr'
Tht, have (iiliculLy '111 f*Sl.lgiSitlg ttîat
the v arc as ncar to (God, and avs deiar to
God as any priest is or ean be: that they
are close to I)iviiic blessing atnd have tu
equal sliire ini iL with any muini.ster. 'rhey
shrink fron te fu!ncss of Iii ine Privi-
lege widîI tiiey have I'n Chiribt. Viey
are content to st4mnd at:tr off, if only
Sorne tri&snitted ray (if the heaLveniy
fîtvour inay reachi them-some bruken
Shower (X the D)ivine biessing, ray f.1li

ontIiern. This spirit of relitgîous -;erýil-
ity lius deep) in hunan nature; anti Chris-
ian Ulturches have tou oftcîî tostered iL

and used it, instead ut trying- to kili iL,
and to educate the popular rcligîuous M"r-
i3cience into a full perception of spiritual
lite *tind trecdorn. It is out of this servile
spicit-this 6, spirit of bondage again te
le.ir," as the Apostie ternis il (Roui. vîti.
16)-.tn-d nuL mîŽrcly froni jride and a
perverted love of pow.3r that ideas of
Jinîan priesthood corne, and tendencies

bo constantly reappear towards a niedia-
totil rejigioli ine:trniated in mere hunian
ternis and symbols. Continually mon
are sinking below the fll conce~ption of
the D)ivine Love; and as they do se, the
priest cornes iiîto the foregrounud and of-
fers te nwediate between theru and a God
wlirn they have ceased te cornpreliend.
Priest-cralt grows as truc religyion dies.
W'hen men inake rnuch of 1)riests they
cease Le believ- ini Gud. This is the es-
sential evii of cereniunial and priestly re-
ligion. It îînplies doubt of the equal
love of God towards ail muen-of Ilis
equal care and concern for all-of the
direct interest which ail have in the
Divine }atherhood. The priest-idea-
the ide% that certain human ereature-, in
virtiie of a certain hurnan cerernony.
stand or can stand nearer to God than
others, and si) te speak have more influ-
ence with Gud than others-this is the

deatlî of' ail living, rational, hoalthy, and
glad religion.

Il' ivi, neced any cvidonee howvdepy
seated inihm~ nature is titis iea-any

vil:'cap-trt froin the historv utf Chris-
tiaily iLseif*-We have iL in one utf dli
mugi sirnifieLnL plheniena of our da y-
a su-C;aled religrion, eLtborated andI 1.(P.p
a(ag:ttd by soelitie atheisin. whivh d1p.
nies Crod altogetlier, but exhibits a ni/,st
elaborate ritual and priesthoo'I, wliqom
ail muen are called '_o observe andtiiou.
our. 0-e lias oîuiy to stuily titis systera
to sec how liard iL is foi- meni Lu prescurt
the truc idea ot [-[uinanity anil the rela-
tion iL bears Lu tle l)ivinle. In Christ
alone iL is te bo found the perfect ex.
pression ot this idea. tic alone has
seized and mnade prornlinent thoseCSI.
tial characteristies of hiurnan nature
wîiii bring mien toerethcr. ant i ake
thena conimun or alike before Godl-
those spiritual qualities which-in voni-
parison wvith inere intcil2ctuai or social
qualities-unite theiux on the sanie level.
I)isnîissing- froni view all the accidvints
of whvlui Men niake se tnucli,-distic-
tions of social or i.iteiietual grade, of
education, or ability, or culture,--lle
fixes attention on the broad mioral tea-
turcs in which we are ail cornparatively
one-sinners alike needing salvation-
aliko capable of salvation. In llus un-
erring sight ne one stands before an-
otîter-in Ilis unerring, comprehcnding,
love ne one receives to the det'ault of
another. Ilc is the Father of ail. 64 f
a truth God is ne respecter of persons;
but in evcry nation he tliaL teareth Iiîm
and worketh righteousness is aceepted
witlî Ilirn"' (Acis x. 34).

111. But God is net only Il Our Fa-
ther," le is ",Oui Father whîch art in
heaven." This conveys to us the idea ot
perfect Fatiierixoot; and this idea is au
important cernp lernent of those we bave
already consi dered. The effect of ot
previous exposition is Vo brîng Lte Di-
vine very near te mtan. (;od is a F8tîter.
Mie i3 our Father. The Suprerne Bein~
is represeuted urîder the nearness ani
dearness of a farniliar hurnan relation-
ship. We approach Hîim, as children,S
lather. We are in the presenre et One
who loves us, who c2tjes- for us, w ho de-
sires t)nly our good. Ail thi8 is fitte d, if
anything can be fitted, Vo Vouch w it bin


