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If Iforget thee, O Jerusalem ! 1ot my right hand forget its ounning.”---Psalm 137, v.5.

Sermon
‘By the Rev. George J. Caio, B. A.,
FORTLAND, BT. JOIIN, N. B.

1t is'‘more blessed to give thanto receive,”'—
Aota xx, 35.
« Itis a very difficult thing %0 make people
believe this—but it is a thing still more diffi-
oult to make them practiccit. And although
this glorious truth carries with it all the
authority of God’s word, and is vouched for
asjthe words of Jesus by an inspired Apostle,
still we could easily find many who are dis-
posed to question the truth they contain, and
who- will hesitate before accepting it as a
foct that « it is more blessed to give than to
veceive. There are few, perhops, who will
doubt the declaration of St. Paul, that ¢ the
Lord loveth the cheerful giver,” while
many may be found who deny by their deeds
and lives, if not by their words and profes-
sion, that there is more blessednessin giving
than :n receiving. We feel safe in going
further and declaring that there are
many among us who would wax indignant if
apy doubts were cast + n their beliefin all the
.declnations of God’s word, who, nev rt-eless,
by seali. g up their howels of compassion
against their fellows, de-lare in the strongest
manuer pussible their doulits as to the truth
of the great principle laid dewn in the text,
Heach wil uppeal to his .wn experience of
men and things in the duily world he will see
how true this is. Are there not many who
profess and call themselves followers of that
Lord, who uttered these words, wh vet have
aever uttained to their trae spirit P-many who

that connects God and mam,

have never tasted the luxury of the cheerful
giver 7—many whose only happiness consists
in receiving and who never reaized the
blessedness of giving? Now the reason of
all this is to be found in the fact, that many

go far miss the real spirit of 1the text as to-

suppose that, unless possessed of wealth, they
cannot occupy the position of a giver. They
imagine that the possessicn of an ample for-
tune is & necessary qualification for those who
would aspire to the blessedness here spoken
of. They foolishly suppase that golc?o and
silver are the only channel through which the
heart can send out its symparhies; and hence
they deprive themselves and others of much
genuine happiness. They forget that eartl’s
noblesu givers have not been 1ts millionaires,
but men who gave sell and sympathy, not
silver and goid,—wmen who, perhaps, had
nothing to bestcw but kind loo.s and words
of comfort and cheer that went to the bearts
of a people and fired them with new life and
light. ‘These ave the world’s hest beucfac-
tors,—me who hame shed warnath and sun-
shine on its cold brea~t,—men who have
plucked up many a thorn from its rogged
pathways, —diied many a tear frem the eyeof
grief,—banishied many a care from the sore
rowing heart nd Giled mary a Pol of
Bethesda witl the Lealing wateis of comfort
and peace.

Let ux &y o illustrate and ¢ foice the
meaning of the text. It s m e biessed o
gice than {o reeape

The first prineiple or foundation of cur
Holy Reiizi o is Love.  Jtis the great band
that binds carth and Heaven; the great chain
We were made



