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'THE GREA1T HINDRANCE IN THE EAST. Imîssionaries, and to pray daily for the comuing of
IChris'. kingdoin, %vl db the promnotion of the

What is the greatest obstacle in the way of the opiunm traffie is delayiig that kingdomi.
misssionary enterprise aniong the six liun<lred Mtmillions of the immense Emipires of Inidia and i n Yn

lar sin or vice bc singledl out iii rcply to that Wc have listened to the representatives of
question, probably the correct auswer would bc Eastern countries containing a population of
s4uninied up ini the one wvord " op)iumi." Thîis is more tlian six ]îundred million souls. Adjacenit
the intoxicant which degrade . brutalizes, en- to these are other lands suflèriing fromn the curse
slaves its victiims iii a bondage .. ,r more lîopeless of the British Indian opilum trallc, of u]]ose in-
and terrible than that of any other ap petite, and habitants your guests are also iii a sense the re-
bliglits and ruis tleie, physically anid mentally, lrsnatvs The plea for justice hihthey
more quickly and irrev'ocabÏy than any otlier, and t have mnade to-nighit ini the presence of God and
by. somne autliorities it is estiiuiatedl that twenity Iof this assembi y, and thiroughi thlis asseînbly and
mîillions of Uhe Clîinese are more or less ad- Ithe press, t o thie Brit.ish nation, is tlîerefore, a
dîcted to its use. Tîe blaine for tlîis trafice rests, I llea, iii thie interests of peoples coimprising haif
not so inucli wvitlî the avarice of thme iimîividuat thei population of t ie globe.
dealer, as is the case so largely ivith the driffli: Cozisideritig the numbers who are affected or
India, Le. {practically the gov-ernmeîîcit of Great been a subject of greater magnitude before the
Brîtaini), wvhicli not onily perumits, but encourages, Blritishî public. 'May Gol L.urn it inito the lhearts
yea forces its growth iii Inmdiii, and forced Chiina, of the people of thîis lanid, tîmat thme ritisli nation
to, admit itînito that count ry %% lieu she was imost lis responsible for the greatcst attacki upon
unwilling to do so, and whicn iL omily yielded to hinmamiity thmat history records, or that the world
superior force, thîe opummî war and consequemîces lias ku owi. \Xlmeni 1 frst wvcnt to India, ratier
lias been onie of the darkest, foulebt wvromgs that more tliani four ycars ago, I liad nmo idea that the
the world lias ever seemi. Britishi Goveriîiemt iii thmat country werc pro-

For years a few have protested, but now the pagatimg tlîe opium vice aniomig our fellow sub-
Chîristiani sentiment of thîe country seenis to be ,jects th ere, ini addition to exportingthe poisonous
awakening on the subjeet as neye'(r before. A- drug to curse the Cliimese nation. Tlîe facts in
great anti-opiumr dleiiiomstrtiozm was lmeld ini referemice to the comsumption of opium in India
Exeter Hall somne weeks simîce. It was called ]lave coule upon ime a-; an awvful revelation
more especially to, welconme a Chjimme-se gentlemnan throughi a, careful aifd paticmit investigationt.
ani an Eastl ndian lady, wlmo have conie to pro- Af ter bliowîng, on the basis of ofliciai reports,
test on behialf of tlmeir fellow-coumtrynviiemi against that tîhe coiisuiptioni of thme poison (opium) hitd
thie Brîtishi opium traffie. Vie gentlemian, îireased in thle Bomnbay Presidency 5.9 pcrcemît.

Mll. CIIEOI HONG CIIEONG, sixîce 1876, whmîle ini othier provinces it lias also
suprinendnt f Curci Mssiii i '1elouresadly increased, the speaker asked,

Victoria, told how, ini bis youth, a fatmer's faitlî- IO A II NRALBO TAOT

ful warning liad sai-ed Iinii froni contracting flie Let, me give you illustrations. Vie litemise to
degrdimi opium, habit of bis countrymen. ci sel'. opium in any cit-y or district is put Up to

caerly etredi upoi the %VOr -of nmiissionazry vi.,z- publie miction by the Governmcent, or dmsposed
tation, and, standing by the couchecs of tlhe vie- of by tender to tlhe hîiglîest bidde-, the Governi-
tims of this trrible poison, lie lias, oftemî been ment hiavilig previously hixed the ninmnvumiiin sale
nioved to thie tenderest syiîplatliy foir mni self- -that, i8 to say, the lowest quantity whichî the
convicted of sin against tlme clcarest liglît, mithî successful bidder inust sel'. during tbe terîn of
a yearningj desire, to rid themnselves of thie injiuri- lus contract.
eus practîce, 3-ct boutmd by cravitigs whli i ave Tie formn of Jicese in use in the Bombay
made thein abject slaves. Presidency, -%%here I reside, provides thmat if thme

Dr. Clîeoîîg show-ed the reactive influence of hiolder of thme lîcemîse should fail te sell the stipu-
the drug in thie case of a nuedical mia ý%vhîo used lated mininium amount of the poison lie must
it te, soothe lus cough, anid, after a frighitflul pay (I quotetVie words of thme lîcense> Ilpenaltyjat

stugle -%vith the strong desire for continuons t/ie rate of lis. .5 z)cr pounirl un flic quamity o(
inugence, brouglit a strong will anîd antidotes opium îequi'e-c to inake uZJ ltL saiel in»tm)um?.

fo bear upomi the hiabit~ and so cscapcd ;but, (" Shime,shae>
smiid thie speakzer, 1'I could tell of iîiay otlier What withithele,îigh price lie usually lias liad te
instances !i whlich mcii have utterly failed." pay for license, the p)enailty, %-viliîc lîamgs over lus

Joad, anmd blis desire for gain, 1 mîeed miot say thmat
MISS SOON.,DE.RBI3ý PowAR, thme hicensce spares mie etrort to push the sale of

an Indian Chîristian lady in Boiubay, said thiat the devastating drug amnong the populace.
in lier mnative lanîd the drue is readily obtaiiied by In, the Nort h-West Provinces anîd Oudli the
the poorest persomîs, and it is a fruitful cause of hîcense issued te the opium contractor provides
infanticide and suicide. Manity fainilies have that if lie fails te buy of the Governiment the
te, suffer privation and ruin because liusbamids nminimium quamîtity officially fixed te be retailcd
and fathmers spend tlie greater part of tlîeir scamîty by Iîim in eacli month (again I guote the hicense)
earnings ln the inîdul1gence of thîcir depraved Iland the collecter comisik1crs lus explanatiomi of
appetite for opium. Somne of the wonmexî said, lus failure te buy thie required amount te be umu-
" Tell thie Englisli people thmat, if they lîelp us in gatisfactory, the collector rna«y resume thme lease
this time of difliculty, Nve should be se thîankful at once, anîd confiscate the instainients paid iu
that we '%vould take thme skin off our bodies te, advance by the hessee as sectrity."
irnake shîocs for tliem." Duîrng the last thiree years thme number of

In India, with its tlîirty-three mnillionîs ef gods, opiumi shmeps in Inidia, instead of dimnimishimg,
the female idol-worshiippers said, - Telhe Ei Eng- increased, according to officiai, statements, by
Iishi people and Governmnent that, if tlmey Nvill 1480.
:stop this trade, Nve Nvill regard thcimas our godIs." Another man of hiigh reputation when lie found
Wlîen missionaries go te the zenanmas, te preacli, hmnself po-%verless to break the habit soughît re-
they are told, "lGo anîd convert your Cliriqtian lief for his misery in suicide.
Govermiment'fi-st, and then cerne and tell us Ini the course of lus work, Mr. Clîeommg lias seemi
about Christ." It is useless te, spend nioney on numberless cases were net oîîly men's desiro but
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