
YOUNG FRIENDS' REVIL-IW.

sively by accepting appointments-
ivould turn inward and strive to get in-
to the quiet, it would give solidity to
thie counitenance, gravity to the de-
meanor, cautiousness to speech, dignity
to the assembly, wisdom to its deliber-
atioris, and the sanction of truth to its
judgments. H1-.*

Philadeiphia, i2mo. iith, 1893.

ORIGIN AN'D GROWTH 0F
FIRST-DAY SCHOOLS.

Read at the Blue River, F. D. S. Coniférence, xînio,
24, 1893, held at Clear Creek, Ill., by Mary A. Mills.

Vie find that the definition of First-
day, or what is commonly called Sunday
Schools, is an assembly of persons, on
the First-day of the week, often called
the Lord's day, for the study of the
Bible, for moral and religious instruc-
tion and worship of the true God.
Lt is a means of training the young and
ignorant in the duties we owe to God,
and to each other, and rnay very
properly be called the nursery of the
chut-ch. Vie find that methods of in-
struction of different kinds have existed
siuice the earliest history of the race.
'In patriarchal timle, the school, like
the chut-ch, was in the family, and the
father was the teacher and priest, but
we do not design to dwell in the mian-
ners an-d forms employed ina the times
ci Abrahamn, of Moses, and of joshua,
but wil) notice the school systeni amongst
the jews during the apostolic period.
Ftlistory tells us that at that time
schools were foun-d in every city and

*considerable village ina the land, that
there wvere four kinds: The ele-
mentary, the teaching of the syna-
gogue; the highet- schools, as Hillel and
Shaniai; and the Sanhedrini or gt-eat
school. The apostolic age was reniartk-
ale for the gromith of these schools.

Ev'ery town having -ten men giving
theinselves to divine things Nvas ta have
a synagogue, and every place having
twenly-five boys was compelled to ap-
point a teache-. The teaches in that
age were a recognized body of workers
quite distinct froru the pastors, pr-.G

phets and evangelists. The best corn-
mentators hold that the peculiar work
of the teachers was to instruct the
young and ignorant ira r-eziioz1s i'rzdk,
which is identical with the work of the
Sabbath School to-day.

Questions were freely asked and dis-
cussed, and no one was debarred from
taking part. No doubt it wvas one of
these jewish Bible schools that Jesus
entered when on the occasion of his
fit-st visit to Jerusalein. at the age of
twelve years, when after the coin-
pany in which bis parents had travel-
led had departed from the ciry and
were one day's journey out, he (Jesus),
was divcovered ta be missing, and
when on returning to seek. their son
they found him at the temple
talkirig with the great men, and in
reply to their questioning as to why he
had staid behind, he said ccXVst ye
not that 1 should be about my Father's
business ?"

But we pass to the moderfi Sabbath
Schools of which Robert Raikes is
justly regarded as the founder. He
was a citizet, cf Gloucester, England,
and proprietor of the Gloucester
J1ournal. Business calling hini to the
suburbs of the city, in 178o, his heart
was touched by the group of wretched
ragged children. He engaged four
teachers to receive and instruct ina read-
ing and the catechisin such children as
should be sent themn on Fit-st-day.
The requiremnents were that they should
corne with dlean harids and faces and
with such clothing as they had; they
ivere to stay frve haut-s.

Diligent scholars received rewards of
Bible Testaments and other articles
that would conduce to their home
cornfort. The teachers were women,
and ivere paid a shilling a day. Raikes
published an account of his efforts in
his pape'r of N.>v. 3, 1 783, which was
copied in London papers, and later an-
other article ina the Ge;ztlemaiz's .4faga-
zille, wNhich attracted muchi attention.

Win. Fox, who was already interested
i the improvement of the moral con-

dition of the London youth, opened a


