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His E xcellency Sir Bartie Frere took tho chai r at the annual meeting heldi
in Qape Towvn, on Novernber 28, and the Ieadiug ministers of the neighibour-
]îood were present.

The special circtumstalnces throtiglî wvhich the colouy lhad passed wero tlsc
referred to in words of imucli faith and wisàoni by :Dr. Hole at the animua

In conclusion yonr Committee deosire to reiark upon a. very cheeritig
fentiire of the past year's transactions. Looking at the seýason of trial
throughi which the coloiiy has passed iu the two previous years, they ccxîfes
that it w'clid liave beea a. iatter of nio suirprise to thein if this year the fzinds
cont.ribuited by the Braniches had diîniniished in amncunt. They rejoice to

Isay tlîat thie contrary is the case. Th le inist.ances in wlîich there is a. sligitjf.allingç <>11 are quite exceptioual, wvhile, as a whole, the contributions of the
Branches have been larger than uisual. Thiey regard this eiemtueas one
(>1 happy anu-gury for the future, f thiis land. \Ve here represcnt, and own
for' ancestors', twýo nations-the Dntch and the B«>ritisli-who(. occuipy a unique J
position in the Nvorld's history, 1îavimr' actquired a standing amiong nations,
and exercisedl an influtence in the viorld alt'îgetlîer ouit of proportion to thuir
nuruhers. Douibtless God gave thiera personal characteristics which. have
been ]argely subsidiary iu produicing these resuilts ; but this meeting wvilI,
withiout qutestion, agree that tho secret cf their greatness is to be found in the
fact that they stand alone-and shifiier to nhudraogthe civilized
nations ini the sacrifices they have mnade for thie trutlî of Gixd andi for the
assertion of the rigýhts of conscience ; and, ahove aIl, but necessarily connect-
cd Nitlî theuse labouirs, are they characterised by respect of the \Vord of Ged
and effoarts for its tiuiversal circulation. And dIo îîct the encoulraging feaue
of the past year jiistify youir Conuittec in induilging the hope that these
characteristics are beiiag perpetua.ted( in this, ouir neiw cotintry, so thiat as it
grows ili lopuilatioui, iu power and experience, nak-ig its lîistory for the in-
hieritanice of posterity, its adrances will ho mnade on the old hunes of respect
for, and acceptauce of, the moral and spirituial siupreinacy of tlic l300oZ.cf God 1
In this case your Cominittee dare to say tIirt, its future wvill be glorio>us. It
wVill ble a country lunited, prolspe(rftlus, egreat, and free, for " Happy is
that people thlat is iii suicli a caise ; yea, hîappy is tlîat people 101ose God is
the Lordl."
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Whe(n 1mice 1. suicceeed to the thiroc ini Marchi, ] 603, lie foulnîd flic
scituthern part of his domnons ini a state of grett iineasiness and disqit't in
cOnsflelece c)f tlic diflrereuce hetween the. Pnrituin party and their opli"nielti
iii the Church of E mland. One of the firit events lu bis i 'wu, the Jre.
sentation f f the cclebrated ' lNillùnalry Petition , subscribed by some Iliii-
dreds çcf Puiritanis, praying fr alteraticus in te Church service, auid f-r
greater strictnesýs cf ecclesiastical discipline. The 'king, liy no mîeans iinwil-
ing to play the part <if nioderator. rosolved (oi ccîxvcke au assenibly in whichl

the discordant opinions of tlhe rival parties znighlt lie statcd, alilie stibiiittted
to froc discustsion. Thus originatued tho faînons Haiupton Court Conference,


