10 BIBLE SOCIETY RECORDER.

His Excellency Sir Bartla Frere took the chair at the annual meeting held
in Cape Town, on November 28, and the leading ministers of the neighbour-
hood were present.

The special circumstances through which the colony had passed were thus
referred to in words of wmuch faith and wisdom by Dr, Hole at the annual
meeting 1~-

In conclusion your Committee desire to remark upon a very cheering
featurc of the past year’s traunsactions. Louvking at the season of trial
through which the colony has passed in the two previous years, they confess
that it would have been a matter of no surprise to them if this year the funds
contributed by the Pranches had diminished in amount. They rejoice to
say that the contrary is the ease. The instances in which there is a slight
falling off are guite ¢xeeptional, while, as a whole, the contributions of the
Branches have been larger than usual. They rexard this cirenmstance as one
of happy angury for the future of this Jand.  We here represent, and own
for ancestors, two nations-~the Dutch and the British—who oceupy a wnique
position in the world’s history, having acquirved a standing among nations,
and exercised an influence in the world altugether out of proportion to their
numbers. Doubtless God gave them personal characteristics which have
been largely subsidiary in producing these results; but this meeting will,
without question, agree that the seeret of their greatness is to be found in the
fact that they stand alone—and shounlder to shoulder—among the civilized
nations in the sacrifices they have made for the trath of Ged and for the
assertion of the rights of conscience ; and, above all, but necessarily connect-
ed with these labours, are they characterised by respect of the Word of God
and efturts for its universal circulation. And do not the encouraging features
of the past year justify your Committee in indulging the hope that these
characteristics are being perpetuated in this, our new country, so that as it
grows in population, in power and experience, making its history for the in-
heritance of posterity, its advances will be made on the old lines of respect
for, and acceptance of, the moral and spiritnal supremacy of the Boak of God ?
In this case your Committee dare to say that its future will be glorious. It
will be a country wnited, prosperous, great, and free, for “ Happy is
that people that is in such & case ; yea, happy is that people whose God is
the Lord.”
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When James 1. succeeded to the throne in March, 1603, he found the
southern part of his domanions in a state of great uneasiness and disquict in
consequence of the difference between the Puritan party and their opponents
in the Church of England.  One of the first events in his reign was the jpre-
sentation of the cclebrated  Millenary Petition,” subseribed by some hun-
dreds of Puritans, praying for alterations in the Church service, and for
greater strictness of ceclesiastical diseipline. The king, by no means unwil-
ling to play the part of moderator, resolved to convolie an assembly in which
the discordant opmions of the rival parties might be stated, aud be submitted
to free discussion. Thus oviginated the famous Hampton Court Conference,




