
Was Iamiet Mad?9
Dick-Hello, LIoe, do you knoîv your meimory lines for this

afternoonP
J oe-Now, I don't haîf believe in this er.norizing, anyway.

Do you ?
Dick--I don't care much about it. But, say, îvhat do you

tbink of the whole play of Hamiel anywvay ?
joe-Well, I've read it over a couple of tinies, and I like it

ail riglit ; but 1 tlîink Shakespeare miglit have saved us ail an
nimense amount of trouble, if lie had settied, once for ail, some

of those questions like Hamlet's madness and bis miother's guilt,
instcad of allowing themi to remain doubtful, and putting, us al
to the trouble of malcing a special study of the play, to find out
what Shakespeare's idea really Nvas. 1 don't believe lie wvas sure
about tie anatter himself. So you think Hamlet îvas really miadP

Dick-IL's a pretty liard question to decide, but 1 think hie
was mad at least part of the time. 1 suppose lie wvasn't as mad as
he pretended, and was supposed to be, but I think his mind 'vas
a littUe unigdhy the revelation of lus uncle's crime and his
nîother's guilti, %%hidi 'vas so muchi greater than even lie had sup-
posed it to be.

joc-W...'!, I'd like to hear you prove the stand you take, for
1 doln't believe lie wws miad at ai. He had a scliene of revenge
to carry out ; andl to protect hinîself in the nîeantime, lie feigaîed
madness ini order to divert suspicion.

Dicl.-F-ir.-t of al!, ini several places in tue play, mention is
miade of how sullen anîd rnoody Hamlet had- been ever siauce his
father's death. Hle liad been nursing bis grief, and his mind was
in just tic conidition in vhich it wvould be most likely to be affected
lw' atîv shockc. Tien came Horatio's sudden announcement of
Uic appearance of the glîost, and then Hamlet's oîvn interview
Nxvitl ilie ghost. Tue glîost's story of the awful crime of Ha,-mlet's
uncle and his mother's extrenue guilt, and the earnest exhortation
to reveigt,,r îvas likely to have a great effect on anyone, and a very


