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CLIMATES AND OUR WINTERS.
CLIMATE OF NEWFOUNDLAND.

As there are nearly five degrees of iulitude
between the southern and northern extromi.
ties of Newfoundland, there is of course a con-
sidorable difforencen the severity and duration
of the winter, The climate of Conception
Bay, which is on the south coast, and to the
eastward of St. John's, the capital of the
colony, is considered to aflord what may be
deemeod the moan temperature of the islaund.
The weather there, although severe, is less
fierce than in Lower Canada, and during winter
the extraordinary brilliancy of the Aurora
Borealis,and the spleudid lustre of the moon
and stavs, give a rare and peculiar beauty to
the atmosphero.

‘The eastern coast of Nowfoundland is much
more humid than the western, owing to the
heavy fozs which are driven in from the
*Grand Bank " ; and it is also more subject to
violent gales and storms, owiny to its exposed
position. On the west coast from Cape Ray to
the north, and in the interior, the atmosphere
is generally clear, and the climate i3 much the
aame as that of the district of Gaspé, in Lower

Canada.
Sr. Jony's, Xfl3., March 14.

The 10th of March is the date fised by law
as the earliest day for steau:ars to start for the
icefields in pursuit of the seals, Sailing ves-
gels are allowed to leave on the Ist Marzh.
This year has witnessed not only the heaviest
snov-falls for tho last thirty or forty years, but
alzo the heaviest blockade of the coasts by ice
which ¢ the oldest inhabitant™ can remember.
The ice began to show itselt about the middie
of February. Easterly winds, blowing icces-
santly, forced it into ail tho bays and harbors,
filhng them up with heavy field ice, s0 that in
many inetances, arms of the ses, from twelve
to filteen rmiles in width, could be crossed
safely by steighs. The whole coast wes com-
pletely beset and 21l vessels held in icy chains
in the harbors. The ocean disappeared; and
looking scaward the eye beheld one vass glit-
tering field of ice, still as death, dazzlingly
white, studded with icebergs (a most unusual
occurrence so early in the season) and full of
bummecks. At certan points along the coast,
where the headlands projected, there were
huge “jams” of ice—the pressure from be-
hind piled sheet on sheet, till it roze thirty o~
forty feet. The scene from Sigaal Hill was
marvellous, when a bright sun was shiniag
Far as the eye could reach, not & line of walex
could be seen—not a single sail—oaly hundrede
of icebergs of all shapes and sizes, some of
most fantastic form, all locked fast in a8 vast
field of ice extending 200 miles from the shore,
the rugged surface on which the snow had
fallen, glittering with a dazzling brightness:

* And tbrough tho drifts the snowy chifls
Did send a dismal sheea;
No shapes of men or beast wo ken—
The icc was 2ll between.
* Tho icc was here, the ico was thore,
The icc was all around ;
It cracked and growled, and roared and howled,
Liko noises 1o aswound.”

To all appearance the ice and the enclosed
bergs were perfectly still, but this was a de-
ception. Exce%t. where it clung to the shore,
or was caught by tho headlands, the ice was
moving southward, in slow stately merch, at
the rate of a mile 2u hour, and every day pre.
sented a new panorama—new icebergs and a
complete chauge of scenery—but the gleam
ing procession never camso to an end. This
year there must have been an unusual preduc
tion of 1ce n the Arctic regions, and through
the gateway of Davis’ Strait, pours the south-
ern current deeply laden with the mighty ice-
argosy.

‘The grim north-easter continued to blow re-
lentlessly. The six power{ul Dundee sealing

stenmers, making for our harbour, in order
to get their crews and provisions on board,
were caught in the pack, but bravely forced
their way through till they got sight of the
coast. 'Then they woro caught in tho running
ico and carried awey past the harbour, fast
locked in the embrace of the ice and utterly
powerlese. It seemed as if nature had deter-
wmined, this year, to protect the white coated
darlinge, the young seals from the deadly ap-
proach of the hunters. The time was getting
critical—the 10th of March, the day for the
atart, was approachiog, aud there was no sign
of change. From Cape Race to Cape John, the
whole coast was beset with ice. But on the
7th the clouds bogan to gather in the south-
west, and the grim nor'easter died away. The
wolcome sou'wester gathered courage and
streagth, and every one felt inclined to zay
with King Lear,
*‘ Blow wind and crack your cheoks.”

Higher and higher roge the gale; and under
its pressure the mighty ice-field began to bend
and sway off from the shore. Soon & narrow
streak of dark water formed along the shore—
& most welcome sight—gradually it widened
until eight or ten miles of water severed the
shore and the ice-field. The icy chains around
the steameors were loosened, and one after the
other they got into the open water and ap-
proached the harbour's mouth. There a great
ico barrier obstructed their path, but the
Arctic, Aurora, Narwhal and Thetis charged
it boldly, each drawing back for a quar
ter of a mile, and in turn dashing at the
icr-mass, rending and tearing it asunder,
and thus slowly cleaving a path, after
hours of labor, to their wharves. I should
have mentioned by a lucky turn, the Esqui-
maux, one of v Dundee fleet, had man-
aged to get in before theice closed up go fast;
but less fortunate was the Resclute. She was
beset at the mauth of Conception Bay—~a huge
¢ raft " of ice having formed arouad her-—and
she has not yet got clear. Contrary to all ex-
pectation, when the 10th of March came, the
ice in the harbor was broken by lanes of water
and all of the sealing fleet that wvere ready got
their crews on board and started. The Esqui
maux led the way ; the Merlin, Nimrod, Hec-
tor, Boar Wolf soon followed, and boldly dash
ed out into the ice-fields on the 10th. The
other Dundee steamers were meantime getting
cozl and stores on board and shipping their
crews. All this was done in a little over 2%
hours, and at noon on the 11tk they too steem-
ed out. The othershad gained an advantage, for
the pertinacious northeastern had again set 1n
driven the ice once more rear the shore an
80 batred the way northward, in which direc.
tion are the “ seal meadows.” On Monday the
13th the whole fleet were visible off the harbor
fast in the ice which had again closed in. No
change has yet taken place, and therefore the
prospects are discouraging. The hope now is
that & great gale from the southwest may come
and break up the ice, liberate the steamers
and epable them to go north. It is thought
the seals cannot ba far oft this year, as the
winds have been driving them in shore; so
that a lucky chance may send the vesselsright
into the midst of them. But things are getting
critical, the time for the seal hunt is brief, for
after the 1st of April the young iake to the
water.

The steamers Greenland and Iceland, now
owned by Messrs. John Munn & Co., Harbour
Grace, have been here for some time getting
new boiers. They were unsable to return to
Harbour Grace owing to the ice. and will bave
to fit out here. No steamers can at present get
out of Harbour Grace. All now turns on the
weather. If Vennor's predicted big storm on
the 18th comes from the southward we will
wolcoms it, for it would be worth gold to our

bold seal huuaters, and if it ¢ blow great guns™
all the better~—Corr. Mont. Gazelle,

THE CLIMATE OF COLORADO.
{To the Fditor of the Witness.)

Sir,—Secing in the Wilness some notes of a
tour through the South, I thought you might
beinterested to know how the Western climate
compures with the balmy winters of the “Sunny
South.” For the last four or five weeks we
have had delightful weather almost continu-
ously, only three or r days of high winds
from the mountains breasing the pleasant mon-
otony of sunpy days and bright frosty nights.
To day is one of those « perfect days ** of which
poots sing and for which washorwomen sigh —
sunrise this morning was a perfect panorama
of glowing clouds, fit emblem to many heavy
hearts of a brght anl bappy new year
after days of clouds and tears. The thermom-
etor stood at 36 degrees at 7 a.m. and at 2
o;)qloek was 68 in the shade and 90U in the sun-
shine.

So far this has been a charming winter, es-
pecially pleasant for invalids, as auy one able
to walk could go out almost every day. [ won-
der more do not come here mstead of going to
Southern resorts ; so far as I cau learn from in-
valids who have been in the South this i far
the best climate, and the accommodations are
much superior. The air is so pure and dry,
balmy yet bracing, that it seems to give new
life and vigor to languishing consumptives, and
some wonderful cures have been accomplished
by residence here, especially so in the case of
potients suffering from hemorrhage of the
lungs. We havo the finest water that I ever
saw or tasted, not excepting Loch Xatrine’s
famous supply, which every Glasgow man
thinks the best in the world, pure as crystal,
cold as ice, direct from the mountain springs
on Pike’s Pesk, and with o natural preseura
throwing & stream fifty feet in the air from any
service pipe. This place has improved wonder-
fully since I was here last year. There ara
some elegant stores in which the finest quality
of goods are sold ; we have gas, water and the
telephone, and a very substantial class of dwell-
ing houses superseding the old style of frame
buildings. Youn may not be aware that this
town was founded on the prohibition plan. All
the land was owned originally by the Colorado
Springs Company, and a binding condition in
every sale or lease was that no hquor could be
made or sold on the premises. This has been
.iolated in eome cases,and the Company seized
the properties and by decision of the United
States Supreme Court held and resold them,
giving a valid title to the second purchasers.
‘The only way to get liquor here is to purchase
it by the bottle at a druggist's, as thereis nota
barroom in the place, yet I notice there iss
greatdeal sold for ©* medicinal purposes.” There
are numerous fine drives around here and places
of fascinating interest to the lover of nature,
botanist or geologist. The scenery is varied at
every point of the compass, east and north
there is an undulating plain over which we
have magnificent sunrise views., West and
south the barren sides and snowy cap of Pike's
Peak, with the rugged slopes of Cheyenne
Mountain, form a picture of everchanging
beauty in the bright sunlight or under the cold
rays of this wintry starhght.

Ispent ashort time a few weeks agoat Silver
Ciiff, 2 mining town in the Wet Mountain Val-
ley district and from the hills above tho toxn
had a splendid view of Wet Mountain and tho
group known as the * Sangre de Criste® range,
which with its white glistening hills and deep
gorges with icy torrents rushing down between,
rivals the Alps in scemic grandeur. This is des-
tinod to be a great resort in sumumer, and now
that railway communication bas opened it up
no doubt will become popular with the traval-
Iing public. I bear you have had & very damp
and changeable winter. Onewould hardly know
that winter was passitng wero it not fcr the
Christmas displays at the shops and the ladies’
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