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"Does the warid move " is the question dîscussed hy the
late Dr. Austin Phalps in a charnîing and insructive essay. The
writar is quite satisficd net oniy thiat the worid movas but that t
inoves with considerable rapidîty on the rght direttion. Dir.
Phalps must have heean cli up tri years %vhen hacirota thîs es.
say, and ils cbcerv, hopeful tone is ail the mart rerratkable an
that account. Mlost aid man îbank the world is nioving but
inoving tamards somtiehad place. Dr. Phehps thiaks it is mev-
ing in the right way, and bha:,ives substantial tacts te support
the hape that is in him. A short discussion ai these facts may
help ta kcep aur Tbanksgaving Day gratitade alîve a lam days
hMager. Ila

Within the last tbrc centuries Dr. Pheips says the warhd
bas miade most satisfactary prograss in these important par.
ticulars :

The brotheth,>ad ai man, individual liberty, independence in
cellgous belief, thaetevation of wmnt, the recognitioni ai the frac-
dam of the pre3siaud i public speech, ci a papular literatuta, of the
acrdncis aifbiaisa file, ai the ctiminality af wàr. af tha inférarity
ai a nilitary 11e, of the murderous character of tha duel, of the dig
nitl oai -bour, af the equal cdaims af chastity upon the sexes, af le-
forni in tme crimtinal coda, ai tha inhumaniy of torture in cuurts of
justice, af the reforatory clamant in punishient. ai humanity In tile
treatmcnt ai the insane, af the ights of animal, ta protection front
ctuety. af geatiencss in farily goverrimn. of the abolition af brutal.
ity fram public schools aod frorn tha armes and navies, ai tha dis-
gracea ttached ta the drinking usages of soceîy. of the sutiiecalon ai
tha sala afinitoxîcating drinks ta iaw, ar the subordîrinaiorWcaiîh
te chatacter, and ai manners ta mind an stimatinc the ,vrth ai s
mno

Naw let tht mast chronic pessimist read carefully tha fore
gong list, ruh up bis historv a little and caîl ta mind the former
condition ai thiags in regard ta the mattars mantioned and say
if ha cao trufAIully that the warîd bas net moved in the right
direction la the lasi. thrae centuries. Indeed we might say
that astoaishing pragrass in tht right direction bas hean made
in ane century. Gadstone, an aid man tac by tht may, says
the last fifty yzars mre tht hast flfty in maan/ respects that
the world cver saw. Ha daclaras ha wouhd rather have
morked for tht meitara ai bis fellaw-mea durîng tht Iast fifty
years than during aoy half-century of tht word's existence.
At tha end af a pastoratt cf flfty years, Jay, of Bath, said "i
have a hetter opinion et mankiad than Mien 1 began public
life. 1 cannar ask what is the cause that the former days mec
hetter than these. I do not believe thie tact itsahf. Gc'd bas
flt hean thramîng away duration an the human race." This
last sentence sb,uld teach pessimists a lesson. Doas God
keep this warld in existence simpiv that it may grow mworse ?
Does the Gospel ai Hîs Son and the oparatians of spirit
mercîy heip ta tura men mb odamnons ?

lnste.ad of belittling and dt'aaraging the efforts made by
aur fathars te make the warid bettiL'-, it would ha more becom-
ing in us ta ask how many ai thte la.,s hay secured for
us are we abusiag. Prof. Campbell, in ont. ai is dahîghtful
andi instructive Iltalks " an the Pre.rbylein .7 ourna4 says .
"Nature seams te bave madie it bard fo,: saie amea ta ha
rnodest." Nature seams ta have madie ir impossible for the
Adam famiy ta use gond things wthaut abusing tbemn. Just
rua Vaur eyte ver Dr. Phelps' list and sec how niany of tht
Rreatest boons tbere enumarated are bing abuset ai the pres.
cnt day.

BROTIE.RHOOD OF NMAN-Froni this camnes thtehati tbao.
Iogy that jack is as gond as bas master and tht bad manners
that prompts jack ta slap thtearcsatd master on tht hack
and say: Halioa, aid felhaw.

INDIVIDIJAL LiBERIY-Anarchists and a hast of athars
net quite so far gent ebiitve that thtliîberty af the sub;ect
cansists in doing just vihat tht subject pleases aPart altagether
front any consideration ai bis neighhours rîgbts or interests.
Tht Chicago gentlemen viho figureti samewhat prnminently a
year or twa ago fraakly stated that tbey came ta Amnerica
thinking they mîght do as tbey lketi. ln carryng aut their
theory cf individuai liberty thay îndulged on the rather dan.
garous pastime af throwing bama)-shelhs among the police.
The application nt tht theory mas se bard on the police th at
the autharitias put a somembat suddan stop ta it. Individual
liberty is a precious booa, but vihat blassiag is more abused ?

THE ELEVATION 0F WVosîEN-.Woman mas once man's
slave. The Gospel made ber man's campanian. Sanie mati.
eru theories hava a taadency ta make ber man's rival, and
soe people of"Iladivanced " nations saem teaiam at making
bar man's "boss." Shouhd tbe day ever came viban wamen

lwilI ha iaoked upoa mainiy as mans rival an business, la the
professions, ta poitics, in every sphere ai human actîvity, a
gond many wamen may camte ta the conclusion that they car-
riati a good thaory just a lat ton f ar.

FREEDOM 0F THE PRE-SS-An unspeakably great biess-
ing ne doubt-but a hîessing that is ton llen turned miat an
unmitigated curse.

FREEDOM OF SPEEc-From ibis boon camnes the cam-
paiga liar and the borde ai voluble leaches wha makre a living
hy wagginq îonguas*uEeîass or worse than usaiess

But wby extenti the discussion e~ Let every reader study
tht list for hiaiseif and ha mIl ha struck wth twa rbngs-tha
marvellous progress the morîti bas matie anti is making in the
right direction andi tht scandaIaus tact that the hast things are
the most abuseti.

Sanie ai the best of tbt refornis mentioned bave taken
place ivithin the memory of living men. Among the mare
recent niigbt hc mentioaed: humanity la the treatment of tht
insane, huniaflty ina hie treatmant of persens accused cf crime,
tht abolition cf brutality in the scheois, the lessenlng of bru-
tality in armies and navies, a radical change cf opinion in
regard ta getting Ilgioriousiy drunîr," and several athers that
have donc niuch in lesseniag buman suftering and humtnnsur-
row.

There is grini humour tu baaring an aId man dechate that
there bas been nu imprnveent na schoai discipline when yau
knnw that in bis scbool-days ha was allen Ilclevatcd"Ilan the
shoculders of anoîber bey and as the boy trotted areuad the
scbaol-room the aid Dominie laid on tha taws vihare it couid
do most god.

Variaus causes lead penple ta tbink the worid is grawing
morse. Perhaps the principal is ignorance. Many viba taik
with amaziag confidence have not tht slightest idea cf what
aven their owa counity mas like a huedred ycars aga. His-
tory is a great educatar but glib talkers ire aftea innocent of
as much history as migbt bo found in a primer.

Soma peaple wha did once kanv a hit about a century
aiga hava fargottea. How oiten do you hear a man declare
that thîs us the coidest winter or hotte-it uurrniîr (or many
ycars P Perhaps the summer before last mas hotter and the
winter hctare last colder.

Old amea nearly always tbink the world îs hecoming worse.
A dalusion of that kind satins teohacone af the drawbacks cf
aid age.

LBTTRR FROU1 FORMOSA.

Tht foliawîing latter from Dr. McKay, dated Formosa,
Tamsui, Septeniber ig, î8gt, bas bten ferwarded fer publi.
catien : 1 forward you notes of a trip ta aur Southara districts,
now calied Sîn-tiok and Bd&jJ6k. July 5 was spent in
Bang.kak, the 6tb lit Sin-tsng, Hong-Ktn.tihm (when dinner
was caten an tha raadsidc), and San-kak-ehg. The day foi.
howing occupied us in Tô:a.K'n-ham wbare tweaty*four
savages are imprisonad because a Chinese had baca killad on
tht border-land whiist engaged chipping camphor stumps,
etc., ta extract tht valuable medicinal prauiuct. A number
appeared wath chains araund their legs, for a daiiy Il airîng"I
is allowad îham ; but aitliooked dejected, woe.begone and
damncast. %Vomen strolled about tattooad, uafettered and
unconcernad, as if determined te make tht hast af cvery
passiag day. Deep dawn in those human hearts though,
there was a longing for frtedorn in their ovin dear forest
retreats.

Haviag passed throupgh Leng-tham-pi and Tang-ta.Kbien
wa haited at Ki'ftm.chhài-ang witbin the Sin-tiok district. 1
slept an banchas with weads hurniag near by ta keep off the
biaod-thirsty mosquitoes (se the landlard said) It: remindcd
me of tht North-WVest Territary. Going a short distance
arnong tail grass, suddeaiy thare arasa a cioud arouad me
with sounds as if parties were on the Ilwar-path." It mas
taie ta deramp. Thare is but ana great famiîy, tbougb with
equaily sharp, slender and subtie lanicets. Foreigners haro
when travelling invatiably carry inosquito curtains. This
1 hava neyer found nccessary as their stiags anaoy me littie
and leave no marks behind. Havi cari this ha accounted
for? It is lîke a hast cf ather things, that up ta date scien-
tists don't know.

Along the sainie interesting, windir'g path as hast year we
marched through Pak.pa, and an te Gdh-bli, the Hak-ka
viI'.age ta whicb a preacher was sent in April. The reccp.
tien given us from these hili-men mas exceedingly hearty,
though net of a kind ta suit my indîvidual tastes. That as
of srnalt moment thaugh, if only the right ring sounds forth.
This and similar questions have cast mc anxiety and tbought
unknown ta outsiders. It was their way ta gave autward
expression to inward joy and gladnass. Guns wcre fi rad and
fire-crackars soutided on avery band as iva filad ino tht
chapai Gitted up by themselves. Fowls, ducks, etc., wera
killad and the rejoiciags axtended ta more than couverts.
The aid dwvelliag bouse but ncw chapel mas arraaged sa as
ta reflact much credit an those hard-warkiag tabourets. it
was fut] aofvieil disposed people the cotire day and twa
dialects ware audible amangst the crowds. When dark..ess
riosed around, lîghts made hright the jayous hall. Thrae
bours passed rapidly listening ta ane raad or raptat a psalim,
hymn or chapter in Hak-ka and fahlowed immadiatety hy
another in Amoy vernacular. Two preachers wvould ha mare
suitable than ana in that region. My aId friend Ng-a.làn of
seyenty-flve sumiliers, was more zealous (if possible) than
during our previous 'iasit. 1 spoke on Gad aur Father,
Father of Etbiapian, Cau'ýasian, Amarican, Majayan, and
Mongolian. Bhessed thought I Creator, Father and Preser-
ver of ail- Thîcre is a light-a beacon yander amid the
Hak-ka hbis and tht Lord's mark flourishing satisfactary.
Several came ta tell how God heard their petitions and
answarad their crias 1

Thence aur vaay led te Tiang. Kaùg. Tht first man ta
greet us was nearly hlind for a numbar af years. Ha rushed
up and said IlGod did it ail, 1 was biind, but now 1 sac and
that without madicine. The townspeaple monder at me goiag
about workiag 1 tell then Gad did it ail], etc. Truiv won-
derfult "Without medicine" Not so,ttîought i.

Oipposite views are strenuousiy maintained regarding
"Faith cure""4 Prayar cure." 1 marn its advocatcs fnot ta put

this case dama in'their faveur. Let us investigata a little.
Tht mani sufféed fromn. Aq4rmit4 ênd Granular Ophtbalmia.

During every visit 1 adminlstered a tankc and applied
sulphate cf copper ta the cyedlids. Hvgienic laws were
strictly ordered and reckless living as strictly forbidden
iJader the inspection cf aut preacher he slowly, ytt surely,
improved canstitutiaaally. The smnall stock of medicine
et avCeout," but by tbis time bis (rame was se robust that tt
threw ail bis ailments and thc oves became remarkably clear.
Now ail this is effect (llowing cause, and bundreds through.
eut this land cauid bc cured i they only had tbe pcrsistency
cf this man. Thure being no medicines ta lake hae no donbt
prayed marc earnestiy, lived mure cunsistently and naw si
was natural ennugh that he a pour labourer at the vcry tîme
when net takîng -4ugs sheuld get eycsaght restored, then lui]
of gratitude decare-1' Gad did ia ail."ý Thar is quite true,
1 remiaded him, but at is lust as He gives bread Io His chil.
ren. There is a deal cf bard wark from farm ta food, 1
know from days gone by. When He provides cern in Egypt.
men must go down and get it. We cannot and date not
despise or neglect means, which are as assurcdly appointed by
God as prayer itsaif. In ihis wonderful and harmonious uni.
vcrse, Hisiaws and ineans demand absolute obidience tram Ris
weak, ignorant, and crring creatures. It is net otan haro 1
have te ramind canverts et this truth. WVc believe in using
every natans at command for the accomPlishment of debired
ends. Nano the iass ; but ail the mare do ive ascribe ail the
wisdom, power and glory teaout Alrighty Creatar and Pre.
server. Alter dark, racîtatioris continued faur bours. A boy
and girl dî,piayed btilliant talants for acqumrng prescrtbed
lassons. An aid man who suffared persccution tramn bis
family stood op and boldly repaatad wel-known Psaims, Tan
Cammandments, etc. Ne told how ashamad lie was ta be
seen with A hymn book in the chapel, and how ha cara.
fully hid it undar bis clothas. One day hie started from horna
with coat offTand tîad the hymn-boak on tha top of bis head
with the queue. Thetrest crin bc imagined, for ha forger
whera the book was whea going aiong the street. Thare was
no coacealing altar that. That incident was tne causa af
baaishing shame and [car (rom his mind. Ha was in dark.
ness and came into light which is now ait plain te him.

By day-break we ivere off intandir'g ta retlrn in the alter.
caton. At Aît-lang aut anty station in Bîfie*ldk (the new dis.
trict made by dividiag Sii'-tiok) 1 was prassed ta visat Sas.
tham-toé and caasented, an instance out of thausands in
which we have ta decide en tht spot. Recitations began at
occ and continued twa heurs. The hearers were addressed,
and by i p.m., wa set off under £ierce, giariag sun. A Sedan
chair was used for a coupla af bours, than on foot ive prasicd
up steep inclines, clown rocky siopes, across " saddle-backs"'
and round windiag streams. Thirty men, women and cbald-
ren yelled aut I Peace," IlThanks ta Gad,' as we steppad
inta the valley. Front tht sea-washcd heich straight iaiand
is a field for frujîful study and teflection. Submergence ai
the land occurred alter the carbonifarous age. Elevation
followed during the Cainozaîc, when intense volcaxiîc farces
played along the chain from Kurile ta Sunda Islands. From
the lofty central ranges of igntaus rocks stretched sand.stane
and shale down ta the heaving sea. Ran. 'iescended, the
resistiess, erasive power of many waters, directea t.,. tht gen.
aral siope of the softer material rushcd wildly out ta sea,
scoopad out gorge and gily, formed bill and vale af endiess
diversity, groved, furrowed and cxc. ivated ridges on evary
hand. 13v deundation bill tops art in every conceivabia
stage. Yondtr several hundred fpc. broad, there fifty and
upwards, hera oniy three (cet and stili haing ground down.
Its physiognamy indicates aicactly the geological chatacter
and vice versra. From a high point (2,ooa ft. by my aneroid)
the appearance seawards is that cf countiess hitt ranges,
packad close together like ten thousand biliows on aid Ocean's
breast. Mighty agences 1 Ail under the direction of one
controllang, treative power. There was an assemblage that
night ta worsh:p and adore Him in a bouse crectedl by nman
an active agent in Uts hands. la this vcr valhay 1 had a
strait log church saventeen years ago. It was then ful af
shrubs, reeds and savages ; now thtevihole extant is undier
cultivation. There was a rush for this virgin soil, and
parties platted, plundered and rnurdered tach othar until
extermination seemned probable. A chief's son (who acttd as
guide for myself and Noble Cap- Bax> mas dragged te a ttet
and shot wban begging for bis flte, etc., etc. As aur Master's
kîngciom is net cf thss, werld i purpostly turntd ta other and
mare important centres. The thirty aboya rcferred ta were
hearers at Sin-Kang (at least the aIder unes) and moved inta
tbis setulement. Mare than once they were driven out and
oltan thought of abaadoning it altagether. 1 fraquentlymnet and
gave them somt books, etc. The hoid Hak-Kas pressed ia,
won the day, and drove out ail the nan.couverts who were
frata SinKang, etc- (these vitre aur most bitter focs), and
invited aur hearers ta ratura and lîve amongst them. Vear
by year raled rapidiy away and 1 întentionalty diii net send
a preacher thera. It was important under thec crcumnstances
that they should be left a tinie ta tbemnselves, for heart-
searching as ta their motives, etc., etc. Now on this tour
how i d 1 find them? The baad.man buit a new house
close beside the aid chapei site wbîcb as field sacred by aid
and Young. They naither erecttd dwalliags on at tham-
selves ner allowed athers ta do sa. New homes warc estab*
lished, but no idois desecratcd their wails. Old hymn books
wre thumbed tili vjarn cut and Bibles preserved mth great
care. According ta their liglit, tbay worshipped the truc God
cluring ail these years. That night several actually shed
tears uf joy. 1 cdaimn ta ha acquainted with what others mnay
ksiqvf 4boaut many and wrong moctives, but don't belkeve any


