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TO SUNSCRINFRS,

Letters and articlen intended foe the nevt iisae chould bte in the
snds of the Kditor not Iater than Tuesday morning.

Post OMce money onler or segusterad fetter at ovn anx, Moeney
mailed is unsegatered leitres willbm at the nak of the send
The figures lollowing name on address label indicate the date 10
which the paper 18 pard  Thus* Jahn Joneg, gt Dec. 7, shows subscnip.
¢ lon pabd wp to end of 1377
Orders to discontinue the paper muu be accompanied by the
Amount -9, or the paper will hot be stopped, Subscnbers are rerjon:
sible until full payment 14 made
Recelpt of money is acknowledzed (no other recelpt is given) by &
change o' figures on label, and if this 13 not done within fnv weeks of
dateof requttance the Publisher should te notified  Rubsenibiers should
from time to time cxamine Iabel, vo that mistakes, if any, may Le cor
rected
in changing an Addresw, it is necestary to send the oLD ar weli
as the new addesss. The change cannot te made unless this i3 done.
Parties remitting wil! please n e ihat giving the Townshsp 0 Quite uer
less; the name of post-office aloae is all that is required.
Advettisemaents 20 ceats a itne - 12 ines to the inch,  Veatly eates
$3.00 pet line
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TOROMNTO, FRILAY, .\IARLH 7. 1879,

Has your congregation forwarded its con-
tribution for the current ccclesiastical year to
every one of the Church schemes?  If not it
should be at once attended to as the year ends
in a few weeks.

S———

HOME MISSION APPEAL

E would direct the attention of all our

readers to the letter of Dr. Cozhrane

on another page. If our Home Mission work

is to be maintained cfficiently, and claims

now coming duc are to be honourably met,
immediate action is necessary.

FOREIGA’ MISSION FUND.

Y appointment of f the General Assembly,
Sabbath week, the 16th inst., is the day
for the annual callection on behalf of Fureign
Missions in those congregations of the Church
in which there are no missionary associations,
Of the five Forcign fields worked by the
Church three are under the care of the west-
ern committee, viz., India. Formosa and the
mission to the Indians in the North-\West,
The letters of the missionaries appearing in
our columns and in thuse of the Church
“Record " from time to time give evidence of
the work being carried on in those fields and
of the success with which God is crowning
that work. As indication of the decp inter-
est felt by our people in this department of
the Church’s cffort the contributions for Fec..
eign Missiuns last year in the Western Sec-
tion excceded those of the year preceding by
upwards of $6,000, and we are very glad to
learn that fur the current year fuily $1,500
more were received by the Treasurer up to st
February than for the corresponding period
of last ycar.

This is indeed most encouraging especially
when we consider the unsxampled com-
mercial depression prevailing throughout the
whole country, and is to be regarded, we be-
lieve, as an evidence of increased spiritual life
in the Church. The expenditure of the com-
mittce Western section) last year was
$22,650, of which $6,000 were for outfit and

 the Chinese hordes ar

travelling a2 penses of missionarics and their
fanulics from Canada to thair distant ficlds
of labour. No additional missionaries having
been appointed since last Assembly this lat-
ter item will be saved this year.  \While this
is the case it must not be forgotten that abtout
$10,000 will be required for the erection of
mission premises in India so that the rom-
muttee should have a revenue cunsideraoly in
2xcess 0 ‘ast year, We have 1ot scen any
p-1al cstimate of the expenditure for the
current year, but are inchined to believe that
it will not be much short of 27,000, including
the mission butldings at Indore and the debt
of $1,000 when last ycar's accounts were
closed. It is exceedingly undesirable to
end the ycar in debt, even though that debt
should have ariser because of an exception-
ally large expenditurs consequent con the
erection of bwildings. We hope thercfore
that a vigorous cffort will be made throughout
the Church to raise the 2mount necessary for
the current year. In looking over the re-
cetpts of 1877-78, we find that about one-third
of the congregations and stations sent no
contribution to the Foreign Mission Fund.
\Were all to contribute this year there should
be no difficulty in raising the full amount re-
quircd by the committee. We trust that in
those congregations where there are no
missionary socicties the collection will be
madc onthe Sabbath named by the Assembly,
and that ministers will urge liberal giving on
the part of their people.

THE ANTI-CHINESE BILL.

I'I‘ is very gratifying to be able to report

that President Hayes has vetoed this
most obnoxious Bill. After this, there is
much to be said in favour of the power of the
veio being vested in the President’s hand. It
is of course similar to the right of the Qucen
to reject any law that may pass the Houses
of Parliament. Ingencral,Congress could pass
a measure over the veto if there were suffi-
cient time. But in this case, fortunately, there
is not the legal number of days before the
rising of that body.

Of course a great many will be annoyed at
the fact that this bill has thus been put aside.
Judging from the telegrams which came to
the President from many quarters requesting
him not to veto the measure, there will be
bitter disappointment felt by a large number,
especially in California, where there is much
excitement raised by the vast influx of
naot a little indigna-
tion at the low wages for which cheap Juhn
is willing to work, there will be considerable
fecling caused by the President’s action. In-
deed it was said that steps had to be taken
by the Government to meet any disturbance
that might take place by way of denouncing
the veto of the Exccutive. Mr. Hayes of
course, does not need to care for public
opinion in the matter, as he is not a candidate
for further presidential honours, He is more-
over a man of indepandent thought and spirit,
and is more likely to look at the matter in
the light of duty than of expediency, and he
is deserving of congratulation at having been
manly enough tofollow the dictates of .con-

scien- e racher than the femands of a clamant
throng. His action will be commended in
the futurr.  Beforc another year, we venture
to say that the veto will be accepted as the
proper course,  Had this measare passed, we
are sure it would have heen subjected to an
ignominious re: crsal by the present genera-
tion,

The anti Chinese bill embodics a principle
that would for cver put an end to the idea of
cquality and liberty in the great Republic.
There is no reason why the Children of the
Moou should be driven back from our shores.
Let them come and kave fair play. Let them
taste the joys of civil liberty, let them learn he
ways of our people, ant we doubt not Lut «
place will be found for them, in which they
will exercise an important influence in the
future of this continent.  If they can do work
supcerior to and cheaper than others, let thcsc
others lcara to beat them.  Give them a good
chance. But do not prevent an indu crious
cconomical people frum coming into the na-
tion and contributing of their strength and
skill to its weal.

Above all, in the missionary aspect, what
an opening there may soon be provided for
sending the Gospel to China! What if in
time and in answer to praycr,many of thosc,
immigrants should become Christizus and go
forth to their own nation and country with
the rich blessings of the \Vord of God, would
not the prophecy be gloriously fulfilled of “a
little one becoming a thousand and a small
one becoming . mighty nation!”

OUR PRISONS AND COMMON
GAOLS.

UR prisons and county gaols have been

very snuch improved within the jast

few years. There are some people—olstruc-
tionists we are forced to call them—who think
that this work of improvement would better
have been left undone.  They say that, in so
fay as these institutions are concerned, * the
worsc the better ,” and their reasons for com-
ing to this conclusion are that bad gaol ac-
commodation has a tendency to keep people
from committing crime, and that any im-
provement in this respect is only offering a
premium on wrong-doing. We beg to differ
with these over-wise pcople. We admit that
a hardened criminal has sometimes been
known to breaka pancof glass or commit some
other minor offence with the avowed object
of being *“sent down” for a short time to
avoid starvation ; but we deny that the hope
of getting into gaol ever tempted anybody to
a criminal course ; and we also deny that the
improvements made have any tendency in
that direction. As a matter of fact it is well
known that the commission of crime for the
sake of getting into gaol was more common
in by gone days than it is now ; and to those
who understand the nature and objects of the
improvements made, the reason is obvious.
Under the new arrangements there is more
seclusion than there was under the old;
cleanliness and currect habits of living are
enforced ; and hard labour is duly recognized
as the normal state of existence for fallen
man. To alow, gross, sensual aatyre, such

_as most criminals have, these changes are any-




