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Iiastor anib fleopte.
A CHRISTMAS RIME.

EIT FIDELIS.

W'<hat imay a poet find to praise,
Or what the heart and soul ta cheer,

What time the daik Decemberdaya
Are whitenig ta the closng year?

WVhen Il the slent woods are baie
And ait the stresms in letters laid,

When, (ram the beak and biting ait,
Each woodland bermit bides is hesd ?

Andl, for the sangs af birds and brooks,
For summer morn and aunset elow,

The wilderness of men and b îuis
Piles up the tide of human woe

And Spencer tels us thst-hbbînui
The sang of bâids, the opening flower,

Lies some-we may flot olil it mnd,
But only blank and foriniess Poweri

And stili look down the unchanginq stars
O bitter feud and deadly fray,

On clash of aarms and dungeon bars,
And hate, that seema ta litre r.lway 1

Vet, on the branches, brown and bare,
*The liuds gtow, WatitinR for the splng,

Wi. u .-i~ine sweet, and baimy air
'fa wake tbem into biossoming ;

Ani o'er the bieak expanse af snow,
Waat ilî rvery musru gently swels ?

The glad.toned chimes full wefi wc know,
Once more ing out the Christmas belis 1

They teil the story swpet and aid,
Tuao t it cannot greer our cars,

N it nindless Power, but Love untoid
Contrais the mtoins and the spheres;

Love that cmn stoap ta low estate,
Or soa loft in angel sang;

Wise, tender Love, nat cold, blind Fate;
And stiong as Love aione Is strang;

Love that, like ait, enwraps uç round,
Smniei an us here (rom hurnait eyes,

Yct ifts aur souls tram earthly baund
To breatbe the air af Paradise 1

And in that mystic pint, &at
Tawards wich a myrad suns are ied,

We tee-in parabe-the Star
That shone above the Manger-bcd 1

Tht wisdom of the East and West
Must humbly seek that lowly srine,

And find the abject afIlis quest
In buman hrart af Lave Vivine 1

CHRIST AND MODERN LIFE.

The next series of International Lessans in aur Sabbath
schaais wil leave their mark upon multitudes af aur youth
and their teacherc. TI.is mark will be 'deep. and abiding
just ira proportion as these lessons are studted, taugbt and
iearned. The course is unusuaily important, comprising a
,Whaie year with Christ and the Gospel af Luke. By the end
of the year ail should be familiar with the great lite, its sur-
roundings and teaching. Among the valuable helpsfurnisbed
us aie the Manday Chat Sermons.* The writers are among
the t'remost religiaus teachers and preachers cf the day in the
neigbbouring Republic, and, as we migbt expect, their wrk
net a'nly abounds in rich presentatians cf the Gospel truth,
but they are strikingly Il up ta the times " in their adaptation
ta the special dangers land needs ai modern lite. A few ex-
tracts may prove interesting and suggestive :

THE HOME OF ZACHARIAS.
'A home in which offspring are welcame." How beauji.

ul are the Israelitish homes inta which the Bible bids us
iaok. The familiar vine, the fig-tret, the flawer-plantcd
courts, the water-pots filed for quenching thirst, the grinding
af food in the handmiii, the housetop, the rooi*grass, tht
thausand littie touches of real lite which bath the artist and
tmt reader with imaginatian laves ta dwell on are there.
In addition ta, these autward signs, tht gaod manners and
prcpriety, the atmosphere of grave caurtesy, the youth rising
Up befope thelhoary head, the chiid learning at the mo-
ther's knee, or inquiring ai father or eider, the atmosphere
cf loyouness, are ail there, in these Bible pictures wich

-de cannot dim. Yet most striking are the proofs that in
every bouse children were desired. Ofispring was looked
upan as the gfrand blessing of God. Elizabeth and Zach-
arias were but types af thousands ai thteniakers cf Hebrew
homes.t

A imely lessen litre te ait Atneticau husbands and
wives wha do not know the blessings cf Psalm cxxvii. De-
liberateiy, and often witb sinful intent, our native-born pea-
leave ta alita and inferior races tht duty cf furnishing popu-
lation ta, aur iree country, Then they complain of these
Il foreignersl,»IlRomanists," 'Iloutsiders," ovcrturning tht tra-
ditions ana remaving tht landmarks af tht fathers who
achieved eut liberties. For tht social dry rot from' which tht
American commnonwealth suffcrs, and for tht happy solution
of impending problems, we need mare loyalty to Bible truth.
Of the right kind cf parents and of good childreni born ta them
wie cannot have taa many.
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THE CONSECRATION 0F CHILDREN.
Here is another ai the many Bible patres iu which thie

lite ai a chiid is proplietically outlinedL and cansecrated be-
fore birth. Temperance, holiness and diligence in tht Lerd'u
work were foretoid as tht traits of tht character ta be de-
velaped. Hence even before birth his educatian was ta ')egin
by the ful ucansecratian ci his parents, that his pro-natal, infan-
tile and childhaad days shauid surely produce tht personality
required for tht work ordained ai Gad.

Have we net here a matter ef most vital importance ta
ail fathers and -nothersi Tht influence ai tht lite, character
and temperament aof tht mather upan the chiid is vastly
greater befare than ater birth. A few weeks or months ai
special care may be neglected in tha one epoch, but no rigbt
Iaw ai life shouid be ignorcd before tht immortal lite re-
ceives its full isolation and new enviranmient. Rich indeed
is tht inheritance inta whicb tht cbild cames wbo is beir ta
a saund body and a sound mindc cnsecrateci by prayet-eflet-
ing ta God. Were these underlying lessons which tht
Scriptures teach sa abundantiy by example, as well as by pre-
cept, seriously pondered, a vast amount cf physical, mental
and moral misery wauid bt saved in this lite and in tht lite ta
came. Tht rdnks af tht army ai soldiers wouid be kept
ever full.

RICH RESULTS 0F CHRIST'S COMING.
Amang these is mentianed freedam ta serve God. Il'Ta

grant unta us, that we, being delivered out af tht hand ai aur
enemies, sbould serve Him without fear."

Zacharias cherished a vivid remembrance ai tht cruel
deeds ai Antiachus Epîphanes, who had plundered tht tem-
ple at jerusaiem, had prevented for a time ail the rites ai tht
Jewisb religion, and had even set up in tht temple «ltht
abomination af desalation," as Daniel called it, that is, an
idolatrous shrint. And now, under tht hands ai tht Romans,
tht liberties ai tht Jews were abridged and endangered. At
any time their heartless masters might interfère and farbid
their rites.

Inaail ages past it has been man's disposition te interfère
with tht religions liberties af athers. Mlen have been slow ta
learn tht lesson ai tolerance. But tht Gospel teaches it.
It is tht Spirit ai Christ that brings mien ta recagnize tht
right af ethers ta worship Gad in their awn way. Tht tri-
umph ai religiaus liberty is certainiy ont ai tht glories ai
Christianity.

Another resuit ai Christ's caming is holy character. I la
holines3 and righteousness before Him al aur days." Christ
dtvelops the idta cf manhned. Christ strengthexis us te
do right. Christ gives us knowledge ai tht riglit. Christ's
influences produces a peculiarly lafty type af character, un-
selfish, pure, spiritual, not ta be faund under other rircum-
stances. What ier characters are there recorded in history
than the Puritans ai Engiand, tht Huguenots ai France, tht
sturdy Protestants cf Holland, thte aldensians ai Italy, tht
Friends, as we knaw them ta*day in England and Anierica,
the Moravians af Bohemia and Germanyi You may study
the finest ideals ai ancient bistory, as portrayed by Plutarch
and Nepos, by Virgil and Xenophon, and yau wiil find noth-
ilig ta compare with tht conception et humanity as develcped
under tht training ai Christ. There are none such elsewhere*
Our Saviaur developed in is tollawers a character absolutely
unique.__________ W. M. R.

SAL VA T/ON VY CHRIST.

0, no ai wha bas ever held the Cross, and tound in it
tht refuge that lie saaght, can ever preach it down. If yen
are net a jinner, yau can do wthout the Cross. But-, as for
me, wlien yau have read out the ral ai sunken ones, tram
Cain ta Barabbas, and fram Barabbas ta tht last waif wbo
bas drifted tramn tht dock te tht galiows, 1 write upon that list
ai tallen angels, in tht crimsan egoism af my shame, «I
wich 1 arn chief." Of ail tht wrecks wicb strew tht sea
since Adamn struck upon tht rocks, my barque is sarest tom.
Sucli as have weathered tvtry starm, such as have shat
proudly past tht farthest bubbie ai Cbarybdis, and gracefully
raunded tht jatting spars ai Scylla's crag, may taik of salva-
tien by character ; but 1, gant by tht board, battered by
tempest ai my own passion, bulwarks ail spintertd, sails rent,
aIl last, and nathing but my naked saul te save, I aeed a
Saviaur stranger than myself. Wbea tht drowning knits is
raft ai surf-washed spars together, and waits upon tbe.surging
acres of tht sea for caming death, is last biscuit swallawed,
bas last drop ef water drained away ; le plants as bis ensign
ai despair a sorry mast an bis wtt deck, and floats a signal et
distress upon tht breeze. Oten no tyes but thase pi birds ai
prey behald it, as they wait for death ta offer themn their mitai.
But in tht fluttering rag there is ont strand of hope, and tes.
cue somnetimes cames. Sa, Lamb ai Calvary 1 1 teat my flat-
tering rag ai blank appeai. I write ont word, and ane aioe,
upon it, Not I'<character," but Ilmercy 1"IlAnd with my last
ci<peccavi"I on xny lips, my btoed-shot eye descties a sait upen
the sea. It gldes aut cf tht sunlight of tht East, and ne
dave-wings were silvered with so soft a liglit. It bears dewa
upan me, and <utruns tht stride ai stalktag Death. A Cross
is at tht praw, golden witb glory, and yet ted with love. A
Pilot leans over tht buiwatks, and as Ht wraps Mis arens
around me, I can set a wouad upan Mis palm ; and I can
feel tht bold is straag because the love is indfnite. It is He
wbo takes me inte port. By Mis grace ealy amn I saved. Ht
takes Mis wanderer home-

Ta that dear home, aéinfaHlmwaundsd ide,
Wbcîc only broken hearts their sin nd ahamne may bide.

IIBy grace ye are saved ; and that not of yautselves ; t 1*
tht gift af God."-Rev. A4rthur Afursl.

IDaumRMBRit 25tl', 188).

CIHRISTMAS YYAIN.

DYIv ~. J. rOUGI.,AS

My Saviau's birth 1 gladîr sing,
And ail my powers 1 willlng bring,

Ta nisgnify flis name.

Befare His feet my knees 1 bend.
My etrer blest, adaîèd Friend,

iVhose lave 1 must procaim.

Ta shepherds in the fieds nt night
An angel came In robes ai light,

And overawed the men.

Fear nat, ho said, gond news 1 hive,
The Christ is came, and corne to save;

Set [fin nBetileheroi.

The air is filed with angeis bright,
Thteshepherds set thecnraptured ight,

An hear the heavenly lay.

Tht sky is vocal with their sang,
As given by that angelic thrang,

Vhat favoured rmen were they t

*Tht prophets spoke witb glowirig tangue,
While sacred bards in rapture sung

Of Ilavid's royal son.

Whose rcign extends ta every shore,
iVhase scetre sways for evermore,

As endless âges ram.

Sages& cwirney (tom #at,
Guided by a special star,

Throagb tracks ai deserts wild.

They came ta seck the new-born king,
Wbile treasures ricb they Rladly bring,

Ta give the heavcnly child.

The agèd saint with willing (eet,
P:oceeds his bicssed Lord ta mncci,

For whom he waited long.

In blar>'s arms the Babe hie saw,
His soul was fillUed with holy awe,

Then sang bis swan.lilxe sang.

ONE CIIRISTMlAS I

The chldren were already counting their dear littie fin-
gers ta set bow many days'it was ta Christmas. 'Ibe snap-
ping coid weatber was ariother indication that the season
whirh made sa rnany hearts glad was approaching.

It was about this time, one bitter cold niglit, that Aunt
Nabby, as she was tamiliarly called, sat dozing aver ber
meagre ire. Tht Book ai ail books lay an ber lap, with
ber forefiriger shut betwecn its pages. She had been read-
ing that wonderlul parabie where the lame, hait and blind
were gathered from the by-ways and hedges ta tht wedding
feas t.

Nabby was tao poor te awn a stave ; but tht small sticks
in tht big ire-place gave iarth a cbeery blaze, though littie
heat. Witb ber feet an tht beartb and a thin aid shawl
arounci ber stieulders, sht leaneci back in ber old-fashiontd
rocker and biessed ber kind Father in heaven for sa niany
comforts.

Tht passage ai Scripture just read had impressed tht
good aid saul deeply. ber reverie in whicb she was induig-
ing was soan merged inta tht dreamn whicb is tht occasion
ai this simple story.

She seemed ta, be standing at ane ai heavea's beautîful
gates, meekly seeking admittance.

IlWhat hast tbou dont for tht Masteril" queried the an-
gelic porter. IlBrîngcst thou no traphies tram thine earthly
home?"

IlNay 11" she replied, I 1arn but a poar, ignorant woman,
who knaws not what you mean by trophies."

"lOn what ground, then, do yau clai admittance bere V"
continued ber lonely catechiser.

IlI lave tht biessed jesus wha died on tht cruel cross for
me," she tremblingly replied.

IlTa love tht Lord Jesus is weli, but that scarcely suffices,"i
was gently said. '< Hast tbou nat dont at least same trifling
thing fat Jesus's sake ia that sorrowiul land tram wlience
thou camest ; not even given tht * cup ci cald water 1 ta ont
ai Mis littie cnes?"'

Tht angelic eyes gazed lovingly inta tht tearful face cf tht
womaa as she continued ta murmur, CIl love Him 1 I lave
Him." b..t was se humble that she date nat lay claim ta uer-
vrce ia tht Masler's vineyard.

Here tht (atm ai tht anger seemed ta slowly dissolve in a
mimt, and fromt eut tht distance anather shining ont ap-
proached,.beckoning ber ta tallow him. But bis brilliancy so
dazzled ber that she coald nat meve, wben lie gently placed
bis arm about btr trembliag tari, strtagth seemed inipatted
ta ber ;-but ber excitemeat becamne intense wbea he whis-
ptred: I<'Hast thea fargatten tht Christmas dinner thea gav-
est fram tby littie store te tht 'lame, lit and blind 1'? 1 say
unta yau, inasmuch as ye have dont t unta the ltast of these,
My brethrea, ye have dont it unto Me."

Surely these words meant that ber love and tatili bad
net been withaut warks. Just liera ber jay became se great
that she awake (ramn ber dream, and, haIt dazed, gazed about
ber humabe abode for a moment, then, beaviag a sigli, she ex-
claimed, IlAlas 1 it is a dream 11"


