- e

-

!
L]
v

Jury sth, 1882.]

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN. 427

He stepped into tho lhall as lie spoke, and confront.
ed the waiting messenger.

4 You will tell the porson from whom you received
this messago, that there is nothing here for such ns
she; that she is not known here, not acknowledged—
that she—" tho sponker's brow darkened, and his
voice grow hard—! that she long ago cast away the
love of father, mother, homo, aud sbe las no
louger auy clnim upon them.”

« Bat—she is dying, sir.”

“Dying!l™ The voice shook for a moment, but
only for a moment; a moan from the inner room
roused bim, and, walking to tho door, which he had
teft purtially open, lio drew it sharply to. ¢ Take my
message,” ho eaid, harshly, to tho waitiug man, *“ aud,
mind you, do not let e over soo you hero ngain.”

“What is it, Mary?” Tho voico was tendor
enough now, and the maununer auxious, as kra beut over
his weeping wife, and took hier in his aring. ¢ Hush,
bush, my darling!™ as sobs shook the slight framo,
and she wept passionately on his breast. * Mary,
Mary, what is this? Is your husbaud so little to you
that you can forget him to mourn for the ingrato who
hias broken botls our hoarts 2

#Qh, husband, husband! she is our own child, our
little child!" sobbed the stricken woman. * The ouly
one God sent us, the caly one wo ever had to love.”

There was silence in the room for a long time,
broken only by the half stifled sobs of the mourning
mother as she wopt oz her husbaud’s breast. e
beld lier closely in Lis arms, with his face pressed to
the sunuy hair; but his brow was working, and s
lips wero very palo. So thoy sat, in the deopening
twilight—the bright fire iu tho grate casting a glow
upon them, and upon the luxurious appouintmeuts of
the room, so cosy and com{ortable, aud such a contrast
to the wild storm without, and to what might bo tak-
ing place in that other home. Thq mother shuddered
as she thought of it; she calmed Tierself, and rased
her heavy, droopiug oyes to her husband’'s face; lus
were cast down, but hio clasped her wnore closely to
him.

*¢ Husband, darling—"" she put her arms around
his neck, and drew his faco down to hers—*‘1t was
but yesterday ws were speaking of our wedding day
—let us talk of it uow. Twonty-threo years to-night
since I left iny homo for yours—left father, mother,”
she continued, half musingly, while tender recollee-
tions gathored aronnd the lips, and fiiled her oyes
with a soft mnistiness. ¢ ‘Lwenty-threeyearsto-night!
Shall I go on, Henry? Shall I speak of that happy
time? Ab, woe were happy! Poor father and mother,
they were angry at first, but they forgavo
us after. Time went on, and a little child was
bora to us; she grew up to be our light, our joy ™
—the fatlier hid his faco--**and then " —tho voico
faltered, and tears fell faster, ‘“sheo did what her
mother bad done before her—sho loved another more
than father, mother, or home, aud sho lofz them for
him. She haslived to ropent it, as*—zud the wife
clasped the band she held with both hers—*her
mother has nover done. Husbang, is she more to
blame than I was? XNo;no! not more {o blame—
wore to be pitied—~more to bo loved. Darling, there
are forrows on your brow which tiwe cannot claim—
there are furrows in both our hearts—we can trace
them to tho same caunse. Let us forget them! Let
us only remember the one who ia suffering for what
we can give her—the hoart which is breaking, that
wo can relicve.  Oh, my little child—my little child !

“Mary "—tho father raised a palo, sad face—
“‘you have conjucred, as you always do ; act as you
wish in this wmatter—I will not go against you—I
caunot see her—nv, nol™ as his wife raised a pleading
look to his face. ** There aro some wounds too deep
to be reopened, avd tkis is one of them. Go to her,
if you wish—say what you will to comfort hier—give
hier my love, my forgiveness™—lo paused and pass-
ing a trembliog hand over his eyes—** my blessing.”

An hour Iater, a gracefel, quiet form, clad in deep
black, passed up tho rickety stairs of No. 25 Barker
street, and paused beforo 2 Lialf-openced door, and the
visitor entered the poorly furnished apartment —enter-
ed, and locked upon the scene around. Tpon n
shabby bed, and cavered by a patched and well-worz:
quilt, lay a sleeping fonn—not calinly sleeping, with
the peacefulness of Lealth, but fitfully, with nervocs
starts, and low, moaning whispers. Tho long dark
bair lay unbound upon the pillow, and formed a
strango contrast to the white, worn face. ** Mother 1™
the sleeping girl whispered, and « faint smile gather-
¢d on tho faded lips. ** Mother-~father!™ Sho was
dreaming something of her childhood's home, and
whispered of flowers and birds ; ard thon a spasm of
paia contracted the white brow, and she cornmenced
to cough painfally. Her mother's amms held heor
during the paroxyzm, aud on her mother's bosom the
aching head rested ; bat she did not seem to recog-
nize her.  Sholay for a fow moments Lialf sleeping—
Lalf-exhaunsted.

“Lenal" a gentle voice whispered, and a loving
ki; dwu pressed upon the damp brow. * Leaa, my
c b4 !'V

* XMother!™ 1t aeemed to come to ter suddenly,
and the wide-open eyes locked fixedly into those
from which the tears ware falling upon the upturned
face. ' My mother!”

Ay, homo onco more—homo upon her mother's
breast—the tired girl lay all night, and in etarts and
gasps old hor tho history of that sad parting—told
her how ho had left hier, he for whom she had given
up all that woman holds dear. For a little while
they wero happy—a very little whilo—and then he
loft her ; and for two yoars she had struggled and
suffered alone-alone, excopting for tho baby boy,
bornt one month after his cruel father had gone. For
him she hul lived—for him she had struggled and
sufferad—not daring to go to ter father's house when
sho thought of lis proud, atern face, fearing sho know
pot what, until the hand of death had sent her
a suppliant to her father's door, not for herself, but
to plend for hier innocent child.

‘¢ Sce, ho sleops.”

With a feeble hiaud she drow down tho coverlid,
and rovenled the fuce of the sleeping child. Calmly,
swoetly, without a thought of coming ill, the boy
slopt on, his louy lashes resting on a flushed cheek,
and the little hiead crowned with light goldon curls.

“ He shall nover want a howe while 1 live, darling,”
whispered: the weeping mother, **and father will say
tho samne. He forgives, aud loves you still ; and we
will give him a place in our howeo and our hearts.”

“ My place,” whispered the dying girl. ** Let hitn
have my place, my room—tell father I am so sorfy—
love—forgive—"

- - - - . - . - -

It was early morning when the visitor who had
ontered that dreary-looking house on Barker Street
the night previously, and passed up the rickety stairs,
passed down them again, this time with a sleeping
childiu her arms. She was weeping quietly, but her
close veil screened her from the pecring curivsity of

+the feww stragglers around at that early hour.

The danghter she had gone to comfort in her last
hours had passed away calmly and happily with her
parents’ forgiveness in her heart, and a mother's kiss
upon the pale weary lips.

*Who is it, Mary? Whose child have yon brought
with you?" And Mr. Laue cast a strange, anxious
glanco at the beautiful boy, who clung, half-frighten.
cd, balf-willingly, to his grandmother's dress, as she
cntered hier husbzod's room. * Did you sece our—
Lena?"

s I did, husband ; sho has gone to that home where
we shall all mcet her so soon.” And the mother’s
tears fell fast as sho told the sad story. *¢Gons and
left this dear child to be in her place, the comfort of
our declining years.”

The father took him in his arms and hid his face in
the bright curls; when ho looked up, there were
marks of {ears on the ordinary stolid check, but the
kiss he pressed upon the uptursed, wondering face
of the child showed how willingly he accepted the

charge.
A. T. STEWART'S CHARITY FAILURE.

Mr. Stewart was n very gifted shopkeeper#&hose
rare talent in a single line gave him both famoe and
wealth. But he knew as little of charity as he cared
for it , and when he came, at tho close of tus life, to
attempt something in that direction, he blundered
with a facility and seif-confidence which ought to be
enduringly instructive. It had been urged upon him
that ho uwed something to the working-girls who had
done so much to build up his fortune ; and so, tardily
and ignorantly, he sct about a scheme in their behalf.
He built » huge structure, capable of housing a thou-
sand people.  Every fcature of this structure, in view
of the purposc for which it was designed, was a glar-
ing incongruity,—and thon, when ho had completed
it, ho condescendced to ask the counsel of experta asto
carrying his schemo into practical exccution. Ho was
informed by thoso whase counsel he aught long before
to have sought that the very character of his building
prohibited it from being useful. He was shown that
to asscmble one thousand young women under one
roof in a working-woman's house, was to necessitato
onc of two things : cither a police so vigilant and so
intrusivo as to be to any decent girl intolerable ; or
clse, a Iaxity 50 provocative of cvil as almost to gua.
rantee it.  Ho was shown that ho ought to have built
a serics of small houses, cach with a miatron or house-
keeper of its own, and cach to contain 2 dozen girls
at most, where the surveillance could have been con-
stant without being obtrusive, and where something
like domesticity would have mado a home in name a
home in fact But Mr. Stewart believed :n?rcmcly
in Mr. Stewart. Successful men generally believo in
themselves. Ho showed thisin hisarchitecture, which
‘was hidcous, where it might ss casily havo been grace-
fuland pleasing. Ho showed it in his charitable plans,
to which he gave but littlo thonfht, and in which ho
choeo to be sufficient to himself. And so his great
wealth has resulted in no service to his fellow-towns-
people and in ccanty honour to his memory.

1t is a atory which may profitably be resd by other
tich men.~=** Topics of the Time,” in the July Century.

17 is teported that the British Ambawsador has been in-
sracted to ask the consent of the Powers {or British protec.
tion for the Stz Canal.

$3nrrisn anp Eoprion <ETrEs,

Mg, ArcuisaLn Forues is lecturing in Australia.

Tug Su’anwill permit Russian Jews to settle anywhere
in his dominions, except in Palestine.

Four hundred Russians, who refuse to do roanual labour,
are lo be sent home again from New York.

PeTroLrus, apparently of great tiches and extent, has
bc%tl\.discovcrcd in the upper Province of the Argentine Re-
public.

ProMiszs of almost unprecedeated wheat crops come in
from all parts of the United States, bating from the inun-
dated regions.

MicuazL DaviTr, M.P., and quondam Irish agitator, is
in the United States getting lionized. He is secking relief
for Irish distress.

INalawsuit now going on in Poughkeepsie, it appears that
a young speadthrift of New York ity lost $450,000 in an
hour in a game of cands.

Crowns of people in Stockholm and other parts of
Sweden gather to hear the Gospel.  The Queen is greatly
intetested in the work.

Froy a sheep and her two lambs, which were a present
to 2 young man in Geoigia on his marriage tweanty-two
years ago, he has sincs raised over 1,620 sheep.

Tue motharof Bayard Taylor, eighty-two years old, and
gar!ly paral,zed, has lately reeled and spun with her own

ands a sk.in of fine silk from cocoons she raised.

IN Swe'en they ate now manufactuning thread for crochet
and sewing ‘rom mne tmber.  The thread is alredy in good
d;;nand for expo t, and th:e process of maaufactare profite
able.

SUPPLIES are pounce .o to tehieve the famine-stricken
people in Virginia. A woman and five cluldeea were
slt:rvcd to death in Patrick County before aid could reach
them.

Tue Colonial Secretary of Fiju estimates that 503,000 of
the 124,902 popalation of the islandsare Wesleyans; they
have 1,208 chapels and other places of worship, aad the
9,000 Roman Caholics 57.

A REVOLUTION has taken place in the Sandwich [slands,
The lormer Ministry has 1esigned, and a uew one has been
formed by Hen. Walter Mutray Gibson, representing the
young 1lawaiian seatiment,

A rrorosat. is on foot for the formation of a Land
Leagucin Wales, and the circular sent oat informs those
who wish to help the scheme on the quiet * that they send
theiz names anonymously.”

Messrs. COOR AND Son, the tourists, have conducted a
pasty of 2,003 French Roman Cathotics through the Holy
Land—the largest company of Earopean pilgnims that has
visited it since the Crueades. .

AT the prize speaking at Amherst College the hoaours for
the Freshman Class were fairly carricd off by Brooks, a col-
oured young man, who spake with {eeling and pood taste,
and reflecied credit on'his race.

Tue captain of the United States steamer Galema,
now in Alexandria, has notificd all American residents that
the Galema is ready to recaive them, and that they now
remain in Egypt at their own 1isk.

THe Memphis ** Av=ianche” thinks that if the Tennessee
debt-payers would stop their Zrog for five years and kill off
their dogs, they could pay the State debt, principal and
interest, and have soms money left to 'suy sheep.

A FRENCH newspaper has recently onnted for the benefit
of its readersthat portion of Washi.gton's Farewell Address
in which he speaks of the necessity of morals and religionas
indispensable to the poiitical prosperity of a nation.

A NMEMORIAL has been preseated to the Foreign Secre-
tary, sizgacd by forty-four members of Parliament, praying
that Britith repeesentatives be instructed ta press the sap-
pressicn of the slave trade as ons of the objects of the con-

zrence at Conastantinople.

Tur Nihilists planned to seizz the torpedoes suak for
defensive purposes in the river Neva, The Nihilists de-
sired the torpedoes in otder to amangs sabmarine mines in

lazes of their choice. Two mea concemed in the affair

ve beea amrested. Uac took refoge iz a tree, which had
10 Le sawed dowa before he was capiurced.

Tuz Dean of Dangor Cathedral, England, gathers the
children of the charch erery Saturday morning into classes
in the aisles of the cathedral, where they are taught the
caateshism for threc-quatters of an hour, when he ascends
the palpit and questions them on what they have learnad.
These are oves 600 children thes tasght by 30 teachers,

DR SCHLIEMANN is carrying on new excavations at

. Hiszatlik. Two petfectly distinct cuiies have been dis-

covered in the bLamt stratom above the first zity. Al the
treosures formerly found by Dr. Schliemanan are now
ascribed to the first bzmt city. The upper of these two
burnat cities was the one identified as the Homeric Troy.

A Dzs Moinss spedial of the 224 olt., to Cliiesgo, gives
the folloring estimate of the damage done by the cyclone :
Boosne County, $20,000; Stony County, $30,000; Jasper
County, $30,000; Poweshizk Couaty, $30,000; Keoknk
Coaaty, $100,000; Heary County, $300,000; Mount
Pleasant, $700.0c0; Grinnell, $600,000; Ma'colm, $150,
000; Foncda, Pocakowutas County, $10,000, Chicago, Rock
Istand and Pacfic Railioad, merchandise and propenty,
$41,000; Iowa Central Railroad, $10,000; scatteriog
damages, $305.000. Tolal, $2.576.000. Some estimate
the loss at over $3,000,000. The swath zade by the cy-
clone is said tobe 150 miles locgacd anaverrpeof oneand 2
half miles wide. Hy the latest estimate, not Iess thaaone
hundred lives have beea last, and Ko hundred persons are
woanded, one-&fth, probably, of these, fatally. Orver three
hundred {amilies had their homes totally destroyed, and
fteen bundred ons are readered destituie, and =are in
great need of help.
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