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-tASTOR AND eKOPkEO

WHAT LOT LOST IN SODOM.

After picturing at some lengtb the career of Lot in

Sodomn, his wonderful prosperity and popularity, and

shrewd, worldly foresiglit, as the world would caîl it,

Mr. Moody makes the following estimate of his losses :

Now just take an inventory of wbat that man lost.

He lost twenty years of time. We don't find that

bce did any good down there at ail ; he didn't get

one Sodomite out. These worldly Christians that we

talk about baving an influence ,over the world-where
is it ? I would like to see it. Will you tell me where

there is a worldly Christian who bas let down in the

start in order to reacli men; where are the men be

bas reached? Hie is the man that suffers. Not

one tman won to God in ail those twenty years

by Lot. He lost ail his property ; everything he

took to Sodom-be lost it ail ; be lost his family

ail but his two daugbters, and tbey were s0 stained

by the sin of Sodom that they soon fell into an awful

sin ; and the last tbîng we see of Lot is on the

mountain side, and be bas fallen into that sin and be-

comes the father of the Moabites and Amalekites, that

afterwards were the enemies of God and His Cburch.

What a dark picture ; it is the end of a poor back-

slider ; the end of a man that went to Sodom, and
lived for Sodom, and had to take Sodom's judgment.

Ah, my friends, wbat a contrast between the end of

Lot and the end of Daniel, or of Elijah, or John the

Baptist, or any of those men who stood truc to God.

How their namnes shine now upon the pages of bistory,

and how their light cornes down through the centuries.
But look at Lot. What a wreck!

And yet this is the man wbom the world caîls suc-

cessful while he is living. 1 will venture to say if you

bad gone down to Sodom twenty-four hours before

destruction came upon that city they would have told

you bce was the most succcssful man in ail the city.

Ah, there is many a man to-day who is just following

the footstcps of Lot, seeking to get wealth, seeking to

get position in this world, settung aside the God of

Abraham, setting aside the God of the Bible, and

trampling the prayers of their mothers and fathers un-

der their feet. Ihey say, " Give me wealth, and 1
wilI give you everything else." Shail we not learn the

lesson ? S hall we not profit by the life of Lot? 1 be-

lieve that is what these lives are recorded for.

Fathers, let me a!sk this question to-night : What

are your sons? Where are your chîldren now? Corne

-let the question come home to each one of you-

where are they ? And if they have gone astray, who
is to blamie? Who is to biame?

1 heaid flot long ago of a young man who came

home a number of times drunk, and the servants told

the father of it, and he says. " Weil, 1 will sit up to-

night, and- wili sec." And hc sat up until past mid-

nigbt, and then lie heard some one trying to get the

night-key in, and bce listened and listened, and it was a

long time betore he got that night-key in; and the

father went and stood in the hall, and when bis boy

came in he saw that lie was drunk, and he ordered

him out of the bouse; and he says : I"Don't you ever
ahew yourself bere again ; 1 will not have you coming

to my bouse and disgracing me." But after the son

had been gone a little wbile the father couldn't sleep,

and lie got to thinking that bce was the flrst one that

put temptation in the way of that boy. Hie had liquoi

upon bis own table, and he says, " Weil, now, 1 am tc

blame."1 And he got out of bed and dressed himselt,

and went out upon the streets and asked a policemar

if be had seen this young men, and be bunted for

hours, and at last he found bis drunken son and bc

brought himn home ; and whcn lie beca me sober, be

says, "My son, I am more to blame than you are ;'

and lie wept over him, and asked bis boy to forgivc

bim, and bce says, " Now let us try to lead differeni

lives."1 And the father set that boy an example anè
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the present timne to keep the money that has been

gathered dishonestly. 1 tell you the child don't live

that can hold it, and it is a good deal better to leave

them less and live with God, and leave them a good,i

clean character, such as Daniel ieft in Babylon, than

it is to take themn down to Sodom and live as Lot did,

and have judgment corne upon themn, perhaps, after

we are dead and gone."

THE PAGEANT ON TIME'S RIVER.

Down the mysterious river Time
What pageant strange is gliding,

In summer's heat nor winter's rime
One moment stili abiding 1

Sorrow and Joy, and Love and Hate,
On its dark tide are boating-

Gay Pleasure's skiff skims on elate,
Pale Want's can scarce keep floating.

Art, Science, Trade, Religion rear
Proud vessels as for ever-

White temples, halls, and domes appear,
That move with the moving river.

In the gardens of floating palaces
Rich sculptured forms are glancing;

On the plasters of floating galleries
Fair frescoes are entrancing.

Sounds the minstrel's lyre through the bannered hall,
Renowned in song and story;

Yet oft will the sudden tempest fail,
And whelm the floating glory.

Sweet Childhood singing, wreathed with flowers,
Sails on with Hope and Wonder,

Life's Rapids far off sporting showers,
With music in their thunder !

Beauty and Genius, Valour, Youth,
In varied craft are sailing;

Bot ever and anon, in truth,
Some sink midst bitter wailing.

Faith, with Repentance at ber beck,
Is down the river going,

While true Frayer kneeleth on the deck,
The stars above ber glowing.

0f Church and State the greatest, least,
In yacht, or yawl, or wherry,

The king, the churl, the judge, the priest-
AIL float down sad or merry,

With here a nuptial song and shout
From barge with silken awning,

And there a splash from a corpse thrown out,
At noon, or night, or dawning.

Malice and Envy, Lust and Fear,
With dynamite are stealing,

Worth, Innocence, and justice near
Firebrands and death concealing.

With muffled oar the Assassin moves,
In haste before to-morrow

To slay the Chief the people loves,
And drown the land in sorrow.

A nation's wealth on the river rols-
Nay mire, the whole world's treasure,

A convoy of immorial souls
For endless woe or pleasure.

In shade or shine, by night and day,
The vast fleet on careereth,

To music sad, or music gay,
\Vhile sun or moon appeareth.

r What power its onward course can stay?
i Or check the attraction given

j By that resistless magnet's sway-

S The Judgment-Throne of Ileaven ?

*No power the progresa can command
0f that strange rushing river,

Until the Angel forth shall stand,
One foot on sea, and one on land,
Lifting to heaven his holy hand,

r And swear by IIim who lives forever,
That flow no longer will Time's river.

Paris, Ontario. JAMEs BALLANTINIE.

REA SON AND FAITH.

t 1'Reason and faitb,» says one of our old divines witl

th le rquaintness characteristic of bis day, "resemble

[SEPTEMBER 16tho 8~

caniexclude the other. It is impossible to exrcisO t--
acceptable faitb witbout reason for so exercising i

that is, witbout exercising reason whule we c
faitb-as it is to apprehlend by our reason, exclU5~

of faitb, ail the trutbs on which we are cOnKIPý1

daily ta act, whetber in relation to this world or in ib

next. Neither is it rigbt to represent either 011

as failing of the promised beritage, except as botb11001

fail alike by perversion from their truc end, and ar

pravation of their genuine nature ; for if to h atb

of wbicb the New Testament speaks 50 mttcb a,

liar biessing is promnised, it is evident fromn that50

volume that it is not a faitb witbout reason, atif 1000

than a Ilfaith without works," whicb is con'l 1 3li

by tbe author of Christianity. And this is suffi'

proved by tbe inj unction déto be ready to giv h-1is;&0
for the hope," and therefore for faitb, Ilwhici
you."

If therefore we were to imitate the quaintOOS

the old divine on whose dictum we bave bec"3

menting, we sbould rather compare reasofi antb,

to the two trusty spies, défaithful amnongst the fa
les wo onfrmd achoters rpot f I tat;W

less" wh conirme ea oter'srepot of"t t il
land whicb fiowed with milk and bhoney,"' and tO b
of whom the promise of a ricli inheritance thCet

given, and in due timne amply redeemned. Or rto

if we miglit be permitted to pursue tbe safleyi

little furtber, and tbrow over our shoulder fori
ment that mantle of allegory wbich none but I'"

could wear long and wear gracefully, we wouId . IrCpe

sent reason and faith as twin-born-the one ýlf
and feature the image of manly beauty, theOte

feminine grace and loveliness, but to ecdi 01

alas ! is allotted a sad privation. While tic',~ f

cyes of reason are full of piercing and restleC55

gence, bis car is closed to sound ; and wbile fai*t ý

an car of exquisite dclicacy, on ber sigbless5 i$

she lifts themn toward beaven, the sunbeam Pf soô

vain. Hand in hand, in mutual love, the brothttds

sister pursue their way through a world on Wb'C~,

breaks and night falîs alternately. By day the e o f

reason are the guide of faiti, and by nigh t the

faith is the guide of reason.-Henry RogTers.-

TEA CH YO UR CIILDREN .71HE PROfVElls

The writer o! these lines, in hookirîg back' O s

teacbirîgs o! bis carly Ile, desires to record t tb

that to no one tbing is lic more indebted thanlt

memorizing, when a chîld, of somne of the'e t

instructions in the book of " Provcrbs." On Sa 10o

afternoon it was the custom of a belovcd ti

bave us repeat aftcr ber one o! tiese prOvebec~,

we were familiar with it, and could redite itagoi<-

without the mistake o! a word. The Sabbat" 'fao
ing, before learning the new verse, those airady bd

mitted were again repeated, and thus quitC 11

of these admirable counsels to the y0uDgévverc yg,0d-

ured up in the storebouse of mernory. - i due Ib

they entered into the very being of Our lifé.

bad more to do with the formation th diOg~

feeling, of sentiment and act, thanai rai

and books combined. Tbey powerfuîlY rest ,0t

from wrong-doing and wonderfully incited t ae

We recaîl an instance of this. ShortîY afte'C Ola
scens Of tii'

home, wben in the new and trying y CBCS .b0
life-just on tic, point of being carried awa catit
temptations of godless associates ti d t déeY x

of the proverb was rccalled to Our lmîn DCC 013 e 

if sinners entice t/tee, consent tkou nOt.-e 'ta0bird g

spel1 of evil was broken, and wc escaped 0abObl5
of tic snare of the fowier.d ou D

Not a few of these Ilproverbs"' relatedW 1 di3

and to tbe treatment and bearitig tifit
manifested towards tam.Tbun te wa 9 COt
is a crown of glory, if it be foundi1 the waYq1

eousness." Respect for the aged waS Uic d .a
of tie erly inclcationn! t-s te
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