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eratipn, and when 1ta torm:i are i.inocent anid pure
Bust how many fail tu Textile the Obligation to b heen
perate lni ail things, even li what ls ln ltsclf harrnless
amd how nr-'iy ;siore fail to npply the Chr'jtian test,

~ Whatsoever ye do, in word or deed, do ail ini tho
rintme oithe Lord Jesus,» t0 tho pleasures ln which
they aliaw theniselves. The consequence i, that ln
màany cases the beart gradualiy loses lis interesti n
divine thirigt, Its love 10 the Siviaur, Ils stWt of
nearness t0 God, If lt dot., fot contract defilemetit
trom dcbasing associations. There is one tact of
onilacus significance in this conr.ection, tho existenlce
ini a city nît.mbering not more than sevcnty or eughty
thousand people, of two large theatres, wlîh other
imailer and probably tvcn more qucstionable places
of amusement. These art flot kept open during the
greater part of the year, amld a population so incon-
siderable, without the support aif a portion af the pro-
(essediy Christian people, and wlthout a large influ.
ence on the religious lite ai the community. Nowlalthough indisposed tu take up any extreme position
on this subject, having neither right nor Inclination
to pronounce judgment on the ptety af an>y man whoî
frequents the theatre, and dcaims that he can do so
with a good conscience ini God's sight, one may chat.
lenge Christian meni tu say that ils influence is on the
whale a good one, thai it dues anything but lower
the tant ai religlous feeling, il t dlots flot corrupi the
morals, as 1 believe in nunîberless cases it docs. The
question is not what would be the influence ai a pure
theatre ; the question ha, what la the effect on relig.
Ion and morality ai the theatre as Il exista? One can
have no hesitation ini saying ht il penicioua. Rclîg.
bouz lite ini the community Is suffering, and cannai but
suffer, froin the wide patronage which ht receives.

Then, ini instances nit a iew ini which religious lite
is flot debased by Intemperance, nor dissipated by
fravclity, It Is chilled and secularizcd by engrossing at-
tention te warldly hntercsts. Devoîlonal reading et
the Scriptures, secret prayer, meditation, arc neces.
sary 10 preserve it in a healthfül and vigorous state.
Without these, religiaus feeling necessirily declines,
as physical strength duecs when the body is deprived
cf lis proper nourishment. But ln niany cases busi-
ness is pushed tu an exteni whicli leaves litile lime for
these indispensable exercises, or thet ime that is
available after ils demands are met, is turned to a dif-

ferent accouni altogether. The influence ai the daiiy
newspaper, with bts great amount and variety of nws,
tramn the nature of the case mostly secular, laid upon
the breakfast table every day, cannot bo overloiked
ln this connection. It is flot necessary to question the
great ability and enlerprise, and the generally excel-
lent moral tant et the daily press ai this city, nor te,
deny tht pleasure whicb ils perusal is fitted ta gîve ta
reader wearied with toit oi hand or ef brain, but just
as litt1e possible is it tu shut aur eyes te the fact that
ht nuy very easily displace the Bible at the morning
heur, or crowd into a corner the exercîses which
sbould Jive tane to the soul throughout the day.
Useful for'the information which ht affords, valuable
for the public opinion which it reflects and moulds,
enjoyable even, tht daily morning paper is flot an in-
considerable factor ini tht forces, whîch are ai work te,
give that strongly secular character ta much of tht
religiaus lite cf aur day, which ait îhoughtiul people

~sobserve, and which many confess and deplore as re-
-~spects themacilves

We close oUrenumeration ofthe influences by which
religious lift among uis 1 unfavourably affected by
a reference to tht wide prevalence ai sceptical îhoughî
int our day. This is, ia many respects, the most
powerful hindrance with which it bas ait present te,
conîend. Tht press Items with suggestions ai doubt,Sx or with direct attacks on tht Christian religion. Tht
claira te, the supernatural ini any*form is confldc.itly,

* sometimes scarnfully repudiated ; and if the existence
cf God is flot as yet explicitly dcaied to the saine ex.
tent, the effort is undustriously made te render a
Ruler of the wotld, if notaCreator, auperiluous. Tht
periodical literature, itsef in the extent ini which it
exists almost a creation cf the last quarter-century, is
especially ufflttling te faith ia ils generàl tone. in
Journals of te bighest respectability and widest cir.
celation, every subject important in a religiaus peint
of vkew, is treated as an open question. No truth is re-
garded as 100 sacred for discussion ; ne question as
toc flrmly settlcd, net te be'reopened. flieving and
unbelieving thougbt finds equial and impartial expres.
siozùin thein. As acoaaequence the readers ofthe.

jouruýaIs beconlO accia<oou4 to the. association cf un.

certainty with tho founidation tn,îhs bath of religion
and morality. They cite stzttled, or rallier tit thlng
has beconie toc common tu startie, îlîey are
shîockcd or gratified as the case may be, to find the
central tacts of tht Christian religion, tht incarnatic'n
and resurrection ai Jesus Christ, resolved lntonîyths,
or discredited after some other tashion, andi as central
doctrine, the atonernent, declared te bo unworthy ai
dte cliaracer ai God, repulsive te righî hutnan feeling,
If net absolutcly incredible.

The Influence ot ihis literature, nspecially on Vounger
minds among us, is te weaken in nîany ceses the
sanctions et religion, to shako taillh in the Gospel, and
ln Instances not a iew, ta upset it altogether. 1 do
flot wish ta spcak in an alarmist tant, or Io be regarded
as at ail daubiful as ta tht ultinî:ie issue. Tht infi.
delity ef to.day as neither as bold nar asi wbde.spread
as it has been at some previaus periods in tht
Church'a history as lt %vas, for instance, towards the
end ai'tht previuacentury and 1 truast wemnayclaim
that it is now canfronted by a deeper ani purer re.
ligiaus lite ; but everything wauld sem ta point te tht
tact that a day of trial ls before the Churcli ai Christ
sucli as It has nai sean nt Icast ln aur time, or since
this century commeîîced.

WVe have reason tu blcss God that nîuch of tht
trained Intellect and ripe scholarship afibis clîy is
dtvout and believing, but itlis, ut least, as imrportant
that we should recagniize the fact that there are con.
siderable numbers, espccially among aur younger
men, and these in cvîery class, who are deepiy in.
tected with thc naturalistkc and unbelieving teachings
of the day,; some ai themt thoightful and disquieted
by tht wcaktning or tht absolute loss af iaiîh ; others,
te whomt religion was neyer anything eIse than a re.
straint, flot pained ta be rclievcd afiIt. There is no
doubt that this is tht cause ai tht absence front
the Church's communion of not a few, and tht heul.
tating allegiance te it an the part ai athers. Ail true
Christians will surely hîcar in such a tact as this a
sumnions ta L. %id tht truth for themselvcs mare in.

*telligently and more firmly, tu make mare sure that
the lire is led under is influence, and that its heavenly
character la reflected ia speech and conduct. How.
ever it may have been ai other limes, a weak and
hcsitating testimony ta tht Saviaur, an undevaut and
worldly Christianity is treason tu tht truth ai God
ini such days as those ini which our lai is cast.

REMhVlISC.ENCES.

(Ont ai the addreises de.lvercd at the~ irst nmeeting ai the
* Taranto Miinisterial Association inii 8.]

Subjeci. -Tht Spirit ai tht Age as regards the In.
tercourse and Ccô5peration of the varions Evanjhtlical
Denaminations.

My distinct recoliections aof Chu rch niatters extend
back mort than hall a century. In zny early <laya,
which were spent in tht north ai Ireland, I reinem-
ber the damineering spirit af tht Protestant Church
Establishment, tht abject and cowed submission ai
the down-trcdden Romanists, tht Gospel-hardened
formalisin ai tht Presbyterians, and tht modest, but
rising energy of the Mlethodists, wh hadl flot yet
separated, fram tht Episcopal Church and set up
for tbemselves. There was same ca5peratian in tht
management cf Sahbath schools beiwetn the Presby-
terians and tht Episcapalians. My eldesi brother,
white sîlill very yaung, mare than sixty years aga,
joined with tht Rector's daughter in establishing tht
firsi Sabbath school ini aur village. i asstmbled in
the parias churcis ; and the classes were taugisi, soins
ini tht pews and sanie an tht steps of the platiorni ai
the communion table, which was flot in those days
Wiled an altar by Pratestants, noir was tht teaching

-even ofithe alphabet te littît children an those steps
considered any profanation. That, indeed, was, I
canfess, my vocation.

Leaving my native village ini tht yet 1823, 1 was
sent ta Belfast te prepare for college. hi was the era
cf Union Sabbath schools. Yaung men and women
of différent denaminatioris hall begun ta unite in
opening Sabbaih schaals, chiefly in the public school
buildings. Instructian was flot in aUl cases centined
ta tht Scriptnres ; spellirîg and reading were taugbt as
means for atiaining htgiser Instruction. Denomiîna.
tional interests began, however, tu prevail; the unian
schools were. disintegrattd, and the congregational
sys^ztm cf Sabbath achools was adopte&.

About zBjo the subject'of thsapene wu& firsi la.

troduccd tu the notice of tht ýlitish public by the Ict.
tors and labours af Dr. John .Edgar ai ictfast, who
derhved his first ideas rcgarding dit Tcmperance Re-
f(ontion tram Dr. Penny ai Rochester ln the United
States. This great wark olTered an excellent appar.
tunity for renewed codpcration nmong evangelical
Protestants. ThrauRh tht labeurs ai Father Mlathew
ai tht Roman Cathelica came under simîlar, but
separato influence.

1 have already terred, hncldcntaliy, te the hard.
ened tormalism oi the Irish Presbyterinns. It had
listed long, and tî had borne its natural fruit in the
rite ai Arianism. blany l>resbytcrian pulpits were
occupicd by pastors who believeàd in jesus enly as a
,6r.r/ crraid being. A long and bitter cantroversy bc.
twecn tht orthodox asnd hetcrox, resulted ln a
separathon. Tht belici ini the supreme divlnity ai
Jesus becaine tht faamdation of rcanstructed Irish
Presbytenanisin. Mcanwhile tht blethodists had set
up for themselvea; and cotiperation, in remperance
work espeî.iaîly, became ancre frequent ameng tht Dis.
senters.

Tht canîroversy in Scotiand respecting tht spiritual
independence ai' the Churcli awakcned intense inter.
est ln tht north ai Ircland. Tht Irish 1'resbyterians
wec unanimously in favour ai thc Fret Church ; and
when the Disruption accnrred ini 1843 many Irish
minisîcrs wenî aver ta Scoîland, and wec settied ini
Fret Churcli congregatiana.

Tht movement also cxîended ta Canada. Tht
Churcli ef Scotland had established and supperted
many congregationa ini these provinces. Tht spirt
of tht times was tor Disruption, and a M#edles breach
was, therefore, made la this country. Tht Church c(
Scetland had neyer claîmed ecclesiastical canîrol over
tht Preshyterian Churcb hn Canada; but it was
deemed necessary by some that tht chunches ber.
ahould declara themacives an tht ont side or tht ather ;
and, therciare, in tht spring et 1844 a formai separa-
lion effectcd. hn tht latter enîd rtf that year 1 was
nsyself ordalned by the Prcsbytery af Blflast and coin.
missioned by the Fret Church ai Scatland as a mis-
sianary ta Canada. During tht winter ai 1844-45 1
travelled i,Sao miles in this country, labaunang with
same succesa in the cause ai Free.churchhsm. Atter
a bni pastarate ai hictan in Prince Edward District,
I removed ta tht United States Tht Disruptian of
tht Preshyterian Church in that country had taken
place ton yeara belare, ini 1837. Tht reasca
for that eveni was, ini sorte degree, différence af
doctrine, but much more tht graduai introduction ai
Cengregationalism or lndcpendency. Wh'len 1 asked
a qzuondain fcllow-student, who was then a minister
in Philadeîphia, whai hie îhought was tht chici cause
ai tht Disruption, he said, ini bis impulsive way,
IlWhy, man, thty wcre sending as representative
eiders ta tht Central Assembly men who badl neyer
been ardained." Bath tht New Scheol and tht Old
School proiessE<lta hold bytheWestminsterstandards;
and when tht Cangregaîbonalists withdrew frem, their
connectîanwith tht NcwSchool, il was tht niosi natural
tbing in tht wanld that tht scparated but similar por-
tions ai the Presbyterlan Church sbould be re.united
an tht basis cf tht aId subardinat standards, "lpure
and simple."

After a mnnsiry in tht States of nearly a quarter of
a century, 1 rcturned in 1878 ta Canada; and wbaî
de 1 flnd in this country? Thetirce bodies of Pres-
byterians, including the United Secession, arc here
united, and tari ane body. But that is nxot ail. Mn.
President, inii bis geed city et Toranto we have a
mast influential Ministerial Association, camposed of
différent denominations, in which we can discuas
with gaod temper, withonî any breach of brotherly
kiddness, tht question af ail questions, ini which we
must, for the present, *grec ta differ. I clali, sir,
that tht members af this Association have given an
lexample ai tht spirit af tht age, ia regard ta tht inter.
course and coeiperatîon af evarîgelical denominations
We can discuss caniroverted questions calmly, and
ascertain wherein we agret and wberein wt <ier, as
was sbewn in that admirable IlIrénicon n read 1by
Mr. lllackstock ait tht close af aur discussions. Whesi
any matter af public interest for tht promotion cf
Christ's kingdom, or for tht overthrew of Satan's
kingdom, cames beierte us we can take united
ansd barnonious action, by which tht caiholicity of
evangelism is dtmonstrated and tht welfare or the
warld in somte degree is secured.

May this spirit bt a truc harbinger of the milup.
ium 1It sl pori.cty triuc, ait the. saie tiI»i tuat a


