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Ilestiecaitig Ille followhag. stranage sîtoay I wilm tu observe, belure
euiunwaiingtuitt 1 can i it) auiy bc aîaIisweLrail for ils truîhl. I

give it ini the vea y %vords in %vilicl it wa$ coannî,alie.iutd tu aile, mind
avllout yCeui'vaiLti or addition.

1 itas for mnîmy yeaîrs one of the crow lia charge o f la very silll
Ji-Ihlsliip tylaîcl narked the p>ositionî of a (ltEigerous stiitl.baiiik, a
kew tiles frout thae E~ast Coaîst. Thea crecoeuaprised four men
altogeulier, but only a coupîle werc required on buard aLI tue Saline
tianie-the rale beiuig Lhant Lîvo inonths on duty slioulil li foliowed
by two aaîogths off, suo that our work avas faut as siiototiis -as îiigi-lit,
haive heeîî oepected.

It vaîs a very loneiy gifaiî on board flic sIai 1a, howver . for,
alilhoiagh wevuvrt- only ai fuw mîiles froin the eoast, wve wero flot

ailaî(I to go ashuae ; n'id exe(at cite lit aho rowed t>EEt twice a
%veek tu briti-g us vil, wiî,k aaad provisions~, %vu z;ay no oIae viti %vilan
tu excliarile conversationî froin weck's end ta aveek's eii.

Gaie aîfturilooaî, iii laite aiut ilfi, ne niy cnnipauiioi. lughes, :alad
ilivstlf, avcre etagaîged ia iioistiag the hanîterais for flhc aîight. %vu

1laard the Sound of a rii'siz voice haîiliig us, and ,av dbit arsiuiitary
uaîrsîaîati %vaîs apjproaiching fr.ont the shore. %Ve threv lan ai ;rope
iii reSliolis tu lits reqîaest, andmaîl 1»nimtler moaamnt a i l. <tank,
Ipoerf'ul-Iookiiîî niat baad climîaeredl up te side, and stouil befure
tas.

Loîok liure, anoeï5a:te3,", Ili aisin ai vqice dutit 11:1(, I taolfght
-ai foreign -aiccent, '-I'vue t it trouble )ni shiare thero, -. liait 1 want
you to put aie ail titi the oam-mdcysîvcr. Fauet ià, 1 ethat, th(-
iiati %vioe lîad corne betiveun inW ivife .and mniysîilf aînd 1 ktttmav. hy
the look of~ yoîî botta, that yoim'd ]lave donc the saine ini mly pla~ce
Unflortunaîtuly, huWevt-r, lie hapaneti tu ie a uîoblemnii, aand it %vilI
bu more than iny rîeck's avorh il l'au taîken. %Vit[ voit put me 11P
a bit, coilraded? V've Plcraty of umoney, &and wihh 'pay yîuu haand-
soitiely fur your trouble bosides which yo'h bu dîing tte fljeîadl
thiaîg te a pour felliow ho's Il dona oi lais laauk!"

'fiace was ai1) a'if, <of atithority in thie -amy he spiaàku whaieh, ili
Elaite of~ hir a;eiîg 11-1IA, fraude ie leut th:it lie %vould bc ai
d.iti-turous inuit u lawamrt ; -l'id :iltlîmuth 1 liaîd ai> uneilsy 1 re.;Cntlmnetl

that lais comaiaîg, lirboded troule.o 1 laîd flot Ille coîîraire Lu oppose
hiia. 1 aloi ',uLd alsua a siraister loiak iii the eyes. anad certain linste
aibout Ilillmoitii -181(l ci r. vîi tolt mie ho wuould paunse ait notaiiaia
Lia atLin lai$ laurhose. TIhe roccolleesiin of a tilmlacwMien 1 wis taly.
týcIf lin Soisiuwhaîî of -a siiiiihair plight caine ta niy mindîî, hoavever, lndt

I tised toIilms -savin!! thait, if iîo %ere %viiln to aihiaw tîte
geîýitesiî:mai go remuailf, J iaatd aao oljetioa-to avhiei he noadded i
t;urhV.tisSelat. 1 knew the 11).11) 6 (tale a' truc. as, iîa a paier avhictî
liai been wr-apped atrotin< somte grcris hatd rend of ilie very
rasec tu whicbl lac ;tllded-tiani.ely, the ehooîing of a pr;ofli-gate aîid

atbaîîaloitei nobleman by n genticînman anancd Rsk;aniirro
ber- thaît 1 laaad fuIt ait tue lime thait whiit lac baad donc tvais, the very
course 1 shuuld myseif have pursaied under than tircussnstance.

'Your nine. sir," 1 said, "1is-"
ILislerMaxRi:ssIer," lie rephlied, siîowing a ruw% of white,

tigcrisli- iooking, Lueeh, and wit)a a stranwge smile, wlhiih maîde nie
sliudder; Il but whly do you ask?"

'lI3ucaiuuýe 1 bave rend your case in the papers" 1 answercd,
:îîîd zîîust saay that 1 cîatireiy symipathize with you."

Il«liztnk yuu, îîaink y<»>, lie 8îiid, witli anothor glIitter of white
Lectit. Il Mien you avili undenstani laow neessary il. is that iny

wvic-aboute sîmouti ae hc traced. 1 took the liberty of borroî<ing
thut buoat front the boucla, but, unfartunately, haad no lime tu obtaini
thie ovtier's îermîisAon. Perhaps yen would oblige me by taking

Sb-ack allata, ais iL Efighit Iead to inquiries when nîissod. 'You can
easily foiv i back after daa-k, fastened to your own boat. Here arc
five 1;auniid betwcen you. Io show that I intcnd troaiting you fairiy;
anad you shaîll tav he samge sumn for evcry %rck that 1 rviain bore.

18 il braigntlemen ?"

i-fuglios cit-erly losetl with the oIfflr, to wvhich 1 al8o assented,
ildsu it wits strran.gcd tuit ho tfiould take all tais (piut.rs %vigi us,

we flaineu firdt eoIuinîily proinusod to k-ep tais presence il secret.
Fit Ilîd flot laee> witit lis it wvek bofore 1-., vais complote arnd soit.
iii-ister mû' ihu dhila. Nuitlii-r Hughes noa- tyself werc îmrîularly

wcak-ninlcibut tkere wuls soittetig,. îbutt that tait îvdch si)
uo ntlts allit iv ditred flot oppose liniiin any way.

A aaxoath. %vont L'v, thiriatr whicli our straînge giseit batd made no
mecntiona or le.îVingý, iillithoaah lie liait plaid us the five putitl. regý,u-
larly aînd S'uitnlv eLîch îvoek. %Vo know io allore about hMoiatan
wliclea li ait llrst Copine o:a board-indced, -ive felt gaîare iliyâtilied
fhan tver, for butlî [Uî'.-lîed gnd mysoîf sauon camne to tho conclusion
tit tle iiesuiaiiijtiom tif tiearinte of Radsslr vas înerely il ruse to
disartt eutliicimni. Hli.leds opî:ioi %vola that lie %vas a Frenclh spy,
wlîile 1 helievei laina tu bu c.bntiectecd witlî tlie saniullînigtriade. Ail

wvu kaioiv wiLza thatt lie %waî frujuelntlv eaîgaged in %writinig of soute
sort, Ille Iai aaausiilpt. hein., aaavaiaîbly locèkeul li%,iy i a 'box iii tais

Taami 1his cabîiai lie tnover loft wvithout crcfkilly ltockiin- tim dinar,
Elle kuy bvima .lwîy kept iii laid own 1>ocket. Poat the inuât suspic-
ibus alain- of tili waî tit-tt every ovening,, provided tAie %we.ttlier
wVotlld admit it, ho wouilî hitve te1 boat ont, telling, lis tlat ho aî
etisinl t o tke la, littie exercisîe, anmd wvould filon diâapipear foir four or-
five htours, geno-rally sroturianî-g aîvitl a parcel, ilaîela atpj>eireti to

c.,mat.iii flOwtpitliCrS.t Iciter2. ani plaîns. I'hat ho had nc'vspapers 1
kmcfor he %v'auld îoii(tiiiiet -~ive thoin to us wlien hie haid donu

%vida thcmr ; white ait utotlr times he would c.irefully anda deliberately
duistroy tîtea.

Frec1îacntly, iafcr reading -laitî destroyaflg a jpler, ho îvuuld 8it
lomokimg ont ti sel&, w ii hi n smîîile oit his faîce tiant waîs positively liel-
Iili n its ia:Ihguhy O. such occasions hais exultation woulcl rouier
lattai lrnîst jovial. loit it avais jovi:tlity yviaieli iaaade me slitidtier. Fie
%vOu li tinvite tas to jmil aîî ht in a cigair, aîiîd press us net to spaîre the
irrogg, altlaotigh, 1 jaoîiced that lie camefsiliv iibst.iinctd frot allure than
tuercly wetting bis liuA. vith, it Iinscif. There wcre times. bowover,

wlmî the newvs âceei b.ad, anmd theu lie wvîuld grand aind gîaîshla is
teth, îvhilit h liait a Isîuk in his cyce suela as 1 hlave never isect in

the cycà of amy other hiaman r ig If 1 wero asked of %vluit lie
iiiodt <ahuri remnnaec me, i slîosîld Say, tviiia-out lieditatio>, Il a dur-
lient," for there ivas tivit in lais race, lit cer.ain momntîts, which
vivicily recrnlsied the look 1 haut once noticeil in the qyui of a dyin.,
viper. At othor timos i daw a ticurish, treaichorou i exlpreussiosi gtido
across )lis countoîîamaàee, bEat it %vas oni' when lie tliosi-glit ho %vas ton-
ubscrvtd. I must ronafess that 1 %vas isitenseiy ettrijoui Lu discovor
titi mnystcry thit hiaut. ov'cr bina, alîiuugi gray fear waas s0 vcry
grcat iliat I ditrcî not Ïake any scul ta grîtify tliat ctEflusity.

At laîst Hughies, who %vais an ignorant, credlulous mai in cvery
way, waîs seized wvîti a str.i!ZO suporstitiuaîs drend about unir visitor,

aîîd saaid thiat, unle3s soinething wvere done to et lais mind ait rest,
hoe could flot 6tay on the 8hip any longer. One ni<tht, wlieaî t hL- ub.
jeet of our suspicions land gone for tais usual taoccunal row, Hiuglu
toid aie that ho hat iianuftiuredl , rougit skeietun key to uniuck
tie iabin door, aaîd that lio aas cngaged iEl making une vvhich wvuii
fit the biox in which Risiler's maînusoripts aînd .-orrcs1aondcnco wcere
sa carcfuliy kept. 1 endeavoured ta dissuade faim frout any sodai
pîroject, as 1 foit a firin presentiiiient, that evil wvouid corne of it ;
aîaoreover, 1 was positive tlaat Riser wouid dizscover thlit his iaiper:3
had been taanpered avith, and wc'uld bo rovcng-ed iii soine terrible
avny upon the delinquent. But Hughes roi used ta iistcn tu my
wvarnainge, declaring tia, corne wluit might, hie wae detorainciid ta
set bis mind nt rost, and 1 was obliged ta leave blai to tais own de-
vices. The iiight came lit last when everything avas rendy for the
cxaiiination of the box. 1 <IciieCd tu have nanything to do iil
the matter, se, whien wo hall 8cen Rissier safely off on bis evenin-
voyage, Hughes ilesceradcd te the cabin, wite I remained on dckl
to watch.

Whethcr aur my8terious visiter 8uspectied anything or flot I
cannot say, but lie hatt not; been gone more thnn half an hour bofore
1 heard thte sîealthy, plash of his retuaring- ours, so 1. linstily called
do%ýn the cabin stalrs te apprise Iny companion, of bis danger. 'Never


